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it,  by  their  own  construction  of  ours  they  show  that  to  be  consistent  they 
must  secede  from  one  another  whenever  they  shall  find  it  the  easiest  way 
of  settling  their  debts  or  effecting  any  other  selfish  or  unjust  object. 
The  principle  itself  is  one  of  disintegration,  and  upon  which  no  govern- 
ment can  possibly  endure. 

If  all  the  States  save  one  should  assert  the  power  to  drive  that  one  out 
of  the  Union,  it  is  presumed  the  whole  class  of  seceder  politicians  would 
at  once  deny  the  power  and  denounce  the  act  as  the  greatest  outrage 
upon  State  rights.  But  suppose  that  precisely  the  same  act,  instead  of 
being  called  ** driving  the  one  out,'*  should  be  called  **the  seceding  of 
the  others  from  that  one, ' '  it  would  be  exactly  what  the  seceders  claim 
to  do,  unless,  indeed,  they  make  the  point  that  the  one,  because  it  is  a 
minority,  may  rightfully  do  what  the  others,  because  they  are  a  majority, 
may  not  rightfully  do.  These  politicians  are  subtle  and  profound  on  the 
rights  of  minorities.  They  are  not  partial  to  that  power  which  made 
the  Constitution  and  speaks  from  the  preamble,  calling  itself  **we,  the 
people." 

It  may  well  be  questioned  whether  there  is  to-day  a  majority  of  the 
legally  qualified  voters  of  any  State,  except,  perhaps.  South  Carolina,  in 
favor  of  disunion.  There  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  Union  men 
are  the  majority  in  many,  if  not  in  every  other  one,  of  the  so-called 
seceded  States.  The  contrary  has  not  been  demonstrated  in  any  one  of 
them.  It  is  ventured  to  aflSnn  this  even  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee;  for 
the  result  of  an  election  held  in  miUtary  camps,  where  the  bayonets  are 
all  on  one  side  of  the  question  voted  upon,  can  scarcely  be  considered  as 
demonstrating  popular  sentiment.  At  such  an  election  all  that  large 
class  who  are  at  onct  far  the  Union  and  against  coercion  would  be  coerced 
to  vote  against  the  Union. 

It  may  be  aflSnned  without  extravagance  that  the  free  institutions  we 
enjoy  have  developed  the  powers  and  improved  the  condition  of  our  whole 
people  beyond  any  example  in  the  world.  Of  this  we  now  have  a  striking 
and  an  impressive  illustration.  So  large  an  army  as  the  Government  has 
now  on  foot  was  never  before  known  without  a  soldier  in  it  but  who  had 
taken  his  place  there  of  his  own  free  choice.  But  more  than  this,  there 
are  many  single  regiments  whose  members,  one  and  another,  possess  full 
practical  knowledge  of  all  the  arts,  sciences,  professions,  and  whatever 
else,  whether  useful  or  elegant,  is  known  in  the  world;  and  there  is 
scarcely  one  from  which  there  could  not  be  selected  a  President,  a  Cabi- 
net, a  Congress,  and  perhaps  a  court,  abundantly  competent  to  administer 
the  Government  itself.  Nor  do  I  say  this  is  not  true  also  in  the  army  of 
our  late  friends,  now  adversaries  in  this  contest;  but  if  it  is,  so  much  better 
the  reason  why  the  Government  which  has  conferred  such  benefits  on  both 
them  and  us  should  not  be  broken  up.  Whoever  in  any  section  proposes 
to  abandon  such  a  government  would  do  well  to  consider  in  deference  to 

what  principle  it  is  that  he  does  it;  what  better  he  is  likely  to  get  in  its 
104 
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IS  to  be  the  course  of  the  Government  toward  the  Southern  States  (rfier 
the  rebellion  shall  have  been  suppressed,  the  Executive  deems  it  proper 
to-  say  it  will  be  his  purpose  then,  as  ever,  to  be  guided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws,  and  that  he  probably  will  have  no  different  under- 
standing of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Federal  Government  relatively 
to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  people  under  the  Constitution  than 
that  expressed  in  the  inaugural  address. 

He  desires  to  preserve  the  Government,  that  it  may  be  administered 
for  all  as  it  was  administered  by  the  men  who  made  it.  I<oyal  citizens 
ever3rwhere  have  the  right  to  claim  this  of  their  government,  and  the 
government  has  no  right  to  withhold  or  neglect  it.  It  is  not  perceived 
that  in  giving  it  there  is  any  coercion,  any  conquest,  or  any  subjugation 
in  any  just  sense  of  those  terms. 

The  Constitution  provides,  and  all  the  States  have  accepted  the  pro- 
vision, that  *'the  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government. ' '  But  if  a  State  may  lawfully 
go  out  of  the  Union,  having  done  so  it  may  also  discard  the  republican 
form  of  government;  so  that  to  prevent  its  going  out  is  an  indispensable 
means  to  the  end  of  maintaining  the  guaranty  mentioned;  and  when  an 
end  is  lawful  and  obligatory  the  indispensable  means  to  it  are  also  lawful 
and  obligatory. 

It  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Executive  found  the  duty  of 
emplo)dng  the  war  power  in  defense  of  the  Government  forced  upon  him. 
He  could  but  perform  this  duty  or  surrender  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment. No  compromise  by  public  servants  could  in  this  case  be  a  cure; 
not  that  compromises  are  not  often  proper,  but  that  no  popular  govern- 
ment can  long  survive  a  marked  precedent  that  those  who  carry  an  elec- 
tion can  only  save  the  government  from  immediate  destruction  by  giving 
up  the  main  point  upon  which  the  people  gave  the  election.  The  people 
themselves,  and  not  their  servants,  can  safely  reverse  their  own  deliberate 
decisions. 

As  a  private  citizen  the  Executive  could  not  have  consented  that  these 
institutions  shall  perish;  much  less  could  he  in  betrayal  of  so  vast  and 
so  sacred  a  trust  as  these  free  people  had  confided  to  him.  He  felt  that 
he  had  no  moral  right  to  shrink,  nor  even  to  count  the  chances  of  his  own 
life,  in  what  might  follow.  In  full  view  of  his  great  responsibility  he 
has  so  far  done  what  he  has  deemed  his  duty.  You  will  now,  according 
to  your  own  judgment,  perform  yours.  He  sincerely  hopes  that  your 
views  and  your  action  may  so  accord  with  his  as  to  assure  all  faithful 
citizens  who  have  been  disturbed  in  their  rights  of  a  certain  and  speedy 
restoration  to  them  under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 

And  having  thus  chosen  our  course,  without  guile  and  with  pure  pur- 
pose, let  us  renew  our  trust  in  God  and  go  forward  without  fear  and  with 
manly  hearts. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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advisable  for  the  objects  proposed.  Such  legislation  is  recommended  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Executive  to  provide  for  a  commissioner 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI^N. 


To  the  House  of  RepresmtaHves:  Washington,  July  25,  1861. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2  2d 
instant,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  foreign  powers  with  reference  to  maritime  rights,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington.  July  25,  1861. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
15th  instant,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  foreign  powers  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  insurrection 
in  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  WNCOI.N. 

To  the  Senate:  Washington,  July  27, 1861. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th  instant,  relative 
to  the  instructions  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  abroad  in  refer- 
ence to  the  rebellion  now  existing  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Union, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

« 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaHves:  Washington.  July  27,  i86r. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  24th 
instant,  asking  the  grounds,  reasons,  and  evidence  upon  which  the  police 
commissioners  of  Baltimore  were  arrested  and  are  now  detained  as  pris- 
oners at  Fort  McHenry,  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  judged  to  be  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  information 
caJled  for  by  the  resolution.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Hon.  H.  Hamun.  Exbcotivb  Ofkcb,  July  29,  1861. 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  its  constitu- 
tional action  thereon,  articles  of  agreement  and  convention,*  with  aooom- 
panying  papers.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  With  confederated  tribes  of  Arapahoe  and  Cheyenne  Indians  of  the  Upper  Arkansas  River. 


3235  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs:  J^^^  ^^'  ^^^^  • 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  19th  instant,  request- 
ing information  concerning  the  quasi  armistice  alluded  to  in  my  message 
of  the  4th  instant,'^  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  UniUd  States:  J^^  ^^'  ^^^^• 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  requesting 
information  concerning  the  imprisonment  of  Lieutenant  John  J.  Worden 
[John  L.  Worden] ,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  ABRAHAM  UNCOI^N. 

Washington,  August  i,  1861. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  herewith,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a  postal 
treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Mexican 
States,  concluded  by  their  respective  plenipotentiaries  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  August  2,  1861. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yester- 
day, requesting  information  regarding  the  imprisonment  of  loyal  citizens 
of  the  United  States  by  the  forces  now  in  rebellion  against  this  Govern- 
ment, I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  copy  of  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  August  2,  1861. 

The  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  which  is  herewith  returned  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has  made  the  report 
upon  it  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  same  rule  stated  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  is  found  in  section  5  of  the  Army  Regulations  published  in 

1861.     It  certainly  is  competent  for  Congress  to  change  this  rule  by  law, 

but  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  rule  of  so  long  standing  and  of  so 

extensive  application  should  not  be  hastily  changed,  nor  by  any  authority 

less  than  the  full  lawmaking  power. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  See  p.  3323. 
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Navy  Dbpartmbnt,  August  2,  1861. 
The  Prssidbnt  op  thb  United  Statss. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  recent  nominations  of  lieutenants  of  marines, 
which  nominations  were  directed  to  "  be  returned  to  the  President  and  he  be  informed 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them 
on  the  19th  of  July  instant,  and  that  the  Senate  are  of  opinion  that  rank  and  position 
in  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps  should  not  be  decided  by  lot,  but  that,  all  other 
things  being  equal,  preference  should  be  given  to  age/' 

If  I  understand  correctly  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  it  is  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  that  body  against  the  Army  Regulations,  which  are  made  applicable 
to  the  Marine  Corps — ^regulations  that  have  been  in  existence  almost  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government. 

In  the  published  edition  of  Army  Regulations  when  Mr.  Calhoun  was  Secretary 
of  War,  section  i,  article  3,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  questions  respecting  the 
rank  of  officers  arising  from  the  sameness  of  dates  in  commissions  of  the  same  grade 
shall  be  decidecl,  first,  by  a  reference  to  the  relative  rank  of  the  parties  in  the  regular 
forces  (including  the  United  States  Marine  Corps)  at  the  time  the  present  appoint- 
ments or  promotions  were  made;  second,  by  reference  to  former  rank  therein  taken 
away  by  derangement  or  disbandment;  third,  by  reference  to  former  rank  therein 
given  up  by  resignation;  fourth,  by  lottery. 

And  in  the  last  edition  of  Army  Regulations,  before  me,  published  in  1857,  it  is 
specified  in  article  2,  section  5,  that  "when  commissions  are  of  the  same  date  the  rank 
is  to  be  decided  between  officers  of  the  same  regiment  or  corps  by  the  order  of  appoint- 
ment; between  officers  of  different  regiments  or  corps,  first,  by  rank  in  actual  service 
when  appointed;  second,  by  former  rank  and  service  in  the  Army  or  Marine  Corps; 
third,  by  lottery  among  such  as  have  not  been  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States." 

The  rule  here  laid  down  governed  in  the  appointment  of  the  lieutenants  of  marines 
who  have  been  nominated  the  present  session  to  the  Senate.  Their  order  of  rank  was 
determined  by  lottery,  agreeably  to  the  published  Army  Regulations,  and  applied  by 
those  regulations  specifically  to  the  Marine  Corps. 

The  gentlemen  thus  appointed  in  conformity  to  regulations  have  been  mustered  into 
service  and  done  duty  under  fire.  One  of  the  number  has  fallen  in  the  rank  and  place 
assigned  him  according  to  those  regulations,  and  to  set  them  aside  and  make  a  new 
order  in  conflict  with  the  regulations  will,  I  apprehend,  be  deemed,  if  not  ex  post/ado^ 
almost  invidious. 

In  this  matter  the  Department  has  no  feeling,  but  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be 
distinctly  settled  whether  hereafter  the  Army  Regulations  are  to  govern  in  the  ques- 
tion of  rank  in  the  Marine  Corps  or  whether  they  are  to  be  set  aside  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  papers  and  subscribe  myself,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant.  GIDEON  WELLES. 

ExBCUTivB  Mansion,  August  5,  r86i. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  of  date  July  31, 
i86i,  requesting  the  President  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  Hon. 
James  H.  Lane,  a  member  of  that  body  from  Kansas,  has  been  appointed  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
has  accepted  such  appointment,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
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Approved,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  will  transmit  the  order  to  mar- 
shals, the  Lieutenant-General,  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


August  7,  1861. 

By  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States/'  approved  April  10,  1806,  holding  correspondence  with 
or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  made 
punishable  by  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court-martial.  Public  safety  requires  strict  enforce- 
ment of  this  article. 

//  is  therefore  ordered^  That  all  correspondence  and  communication, 
verbally  or  by  writing,  printing,  or  telegraphing,  respecting  operations 
of  the  Army  or  military  movements  on  land  or  water,  or  respecting 
the  troops,  camps,  arsenals,  intrenchments,  or  military  affairs  within  the 
several  miUtary  districts,  by  which  intelligence  shall  be,  directly  or  in- 
directly, given  to  the  enemy,  without  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the 
major-general  in  command,  be,  and  the  same  are,  absolutely  prohibited, 
and  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  order  persons  violating  the  same  will 
be  proceeded  against  under  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  war. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 
Approved: 

A.  LINCOLN. 

• 

Gbnkilax  Ordsr. 

ExECunvK  OF  THB  UNITED  Statbs,  October  4,  186 1. 

Flag-ofl&cers  of  the  United  States  Navy  authorized  to  wear  a  square  flag 
at  the  mizzenmast  head  will  take  rank  with  major-generals  of  the  United 

States  Army.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  October  14, 186 1. 

Lieutenant-General  Winfieu)  Scott  : 

The  mihtary  line  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  insur- 
rection may  be  extended  so  far  as  Bangor,  in  Maine.  You  and  any  officer 
acting  under  your  authority  are  hereby  authorized  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  any  place  between  that  place  and  the  city  of  Washington. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Abraham  Lincoln  3244 

shall  be  actually  engaged  as  an  embodied  military  force  in  active  service, 
armed,  equipped,  clothed,  subsisted,  transported,  and  peud  by  the  United 
States  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  United  States  Army 
and  such  orders  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  issued  from  the  War 
Department,  and  in  no  other  manner;  and  they  shall  be  considered  as 
disbanded  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  whenever  the  President 
may  so  direct. 

In  connection  with  this  force  the  governor  is  authorized  to  appoint 
the  following  officers,  who  will  be  recognized  and  paid  by  the  United 
States,  to  wit:  One  major-general,  to  command  the  whole  of  the  State 
forces  brought  into  service,  who  shall  be  the  same  person  appointed  by 
the  President  to  command  the  United  vStates  Military  Department  of  the 
West,  and  shall  retain  his  commission  as  major-general  of  the  State  forces 
only  during  his  command  of  the  said  department^  one  adjutant-general, 
one  inspector-general,  and  one  quartermaster-general,  each  with  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry;  three  aids-de-camp  to  the  governor,  each 
with  the  rank  and  pay  of  a  colonel  of  infantry;  brigadier-generals  at  the 
rate  of  one  to  a  brigade  of  not  less  than  four  regiments;  and  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  staff  officers  not  to  exceed  in  numbers  those 
provided  for  in  the  organization  prescribed  by  the  act  approved  July  22, 
1 86 1,  **for  the  employment  of  volunteers,'*  nor  to  be  more  highly  com- 
pensated by  the  United  States,  whatever  their  nominal  rank  in  the  State 
service,  than  officers  performing  the  same  duties  under  that  act. 

The  field  officers  of  a  regiment  to  be  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, and  one  major,  and  the  officers  of  a  company  to  be  one  captain,  one 
first  and  one  second  lieutenant. 

When  officers  of  the  said  State  forces  shall  act  in  conjunction  with 
officers  of  the  United  States  Army  of  the  same  grade,  the  latter  shall 
command  the  combined  force. 

All  disbursements  of  money  made  to  these  troops  or  in  consequence  of 
their  employment  by  the  United  States  shall  be  made  by  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  Army,  assigned  by  the  War  Department,  or 
specially  appointed  by  the  President  for  that  purpose,  who  will  make 
their  requisitions  upon  the  different  supply  departments  in  the  same 
manner  for  the  Missouri  State  forces  as  similar  requisitions  are  made  for 
other  volunteer  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  cause  any  additional  regulations  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  economy,  insuring  regularity  of 
returns,  and  protecting  the  United  States  from  fraudulent  practices  to  be 
adopted  and  published  for  the  government  of  the  said  State  forces,  and 
the  same  will  be  obeyed  and  observed  by  all  in  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

By  order: 

JULIUS  P.  GARESCHE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


StT.GESTIVK  CARTOONS  OF  1861. 

The  lower  one,  showinjif  foreign  potentates  receiving  with  pleasure  the  news 
of  disunion,  is  a  true  presentation  of  conditions.  England  hastened  to 
accord  belligerent  rights  to  the  South,  which  raised  the  Confederate  commerce- 
destroyers,  in  the  eyes  of  nations,  from  pirate  vessels  whose  crews  should 
be  executed  when  caught,  to  privateers  legitimately  warring  on  the  enemy's 
trade.  Napoleon  III,  Emperor  of  France,  was  constantly  in  negotiation  with 
the  Confederates,  trying  to  find  an  opportunity  to  do  the  Federal  Government 
harm.  Following  the  lead  of  England  and  France,  the  other  nations,  deprived 
of  cotton  by  our  blockade,  were  equally  unfriendly.  Aristocracy  in  Europe 
sympathized  with  oligarchy  in  America. 

The  upper  cartoon,  from  the  most  influential  publication  of  the  time. 
Harper's  Weekly,  reveals  a  phase  of  Lincoln's  troubles  that  is  little  recognized. 
His  place  in  the  memories  of  his  countrymen  is  now  wreathed  with  the  rarest 
garlands  they  can  bestow.  When  his  administration  began,  however,  he 
was  misunderstood  and  underrated.  He  was  represented  as  telling  question- 
able yarns  when  he  should  be  attending  to  vital  business.  One  of  the  keenest 
newspaper  men  of  the  time  considered  him  a  "simple  Susan."  His  secret 
trip  through  Baltimore,  where  assassins  awaited  him,  branded  him  with 
cowardice.  And  his  habitual  optimism  earned  for  him  the  ref)utation  of  caring 
little  whether  the  L'nion  lived  or  died.  The  cartoon  represents  him  as  maudlin 
drunk  while  the  funeral  of  the  I'nion  passes  by. 
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such  other  just  claims  of  our  citizens  against  China  as  are  not  unlikely 
to  arise  hereafter  in  the  course  of  our  extensive  trade  with  that  Empire. 

By  the  act  of  the  5th  of  August  last  Congress  authorized  the  President 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  suitable  vessels  to  defend  themselves 
against  and  to  capture  pirates.  This  authority  has  been  exercised  in  a 
single  instance  only.  For  the  more  efiFectual  protection  of  our  extensive 
and  valuable  commerce  in  the  Eastern  seas  especially,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  also  be  advisable  to  authorize  the  commanders  of  sailing  ves- 
sels to  recapture  any  prizes  which  pirates  may  make  of  United  States 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  the  consular  courts  now  established  by 
law  in  Eastern  countries  to  adjudicate  the  cases  in  the  event  that  this 
should  not  be  objected  to  by  the  local  authorities. 

K  any  good  reason  exists  why  we  should  persevere  longer  in  withhold- 
ing our  recognition  of  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  Hayti  and 
Liberia,  I  am  unable  to  discern  it.  Unwilling,  however,  to  inaugurate 
a  novel  policy  in  regard  to  them  without  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for 
maintaining  a  charg^  d'affaires  near  each  of  those  new  States.  It  does 
not  admit  of  doubt  that  important  commercial  advantages  might  be 
secured  by  favorable  treaties  with  them. 

The  operations  of  the  Treastuy  during  the  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  your  adjournment  have  been  conducted  with  signal  success.  The 
patriotism  of  the  people  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government 
the  large  means  demanded  by  the  public  exigencies.  Much  of  the  na- 
tional loan  has  been  taken  by  citizens  of  the  industrial  classes,  whose 
confidence  in  their  country's  faith  and  zeal  for  their  country's  deliver- 
ance from  present  peril  have  induced  them  to  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  Government  the  whole  of  their  limited  acquisitions.  This  fact 
imposes  peculiar  obligations  to  economy  in  disbursement  and  energy  in 
action. 

The  revenue  from  all  sources,  including  loans,  for  the  financial  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1861,  was  $86,835,900.27,  and  the  expend- 
itures for  the  same  period,  including  payments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  were  $84,578,834.47,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist 
of  July  of  $2,257,065.80.  For  the  first  quarter  of  the  financial  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1861,  the  receipts  from  all  sources, 
including  the  balance  of  the  ist  of  July,  were  $102,532,509.27,  and  the 
expenses  $98,239,733.09,  leaving  a  balance  on  the  ist  of  October,  1861, 
uf  $4,292,776.18. 

Estimates  for  the  remaining  three  quarters  of  the  year  and  for  the 
financial  year  1863,  together  with  his  views  of  ways  and  means  for  meet- 
ing the  demands  contemplated  by  them,  will  be  submitted  to  Congress 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  ex- 
penditures made  necessary  by  the  rebellion  are  not  beyond  the  resources 
of  the  loyal  x>eople«  and  to  believe  that  the  same  patriotism  which  has 
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a  voluntary  return  to  allegiance  and  order  or  by  the  power  of  our  arms; 
this,  however,  not  to  be  a  permanent  institution,  but  a  temporary  sub- 
stitute, and  to  cease  as  soon  as  the  ordinary  courts  can  be  reestablished 
in  peace. 

It  is  important  that  some  more  convenient  means  should  be  provided, 
if  possible,  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  against  the  Government,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  their  increased  number  by  reason  of  the  war.  It  is  as 
much  the  duty  of  Government  to  render  prompt  justice  against  itself  in 
favor  of  citizens  as  it  is  to  administer  the  same  between  private  indi- 
viduals. The  investigation  and  adjudication  of  claims  in  their  nature 
belong  to  the  judicial  department.  Besides,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  will  be  more  than  usually  engaged  for  some  time 
to  come  with  great  national  questions.  It  was  intended  by  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Claims  mainly  to  remove  this  branch  of  business 
from  the  halls  of  Congress;  but  while  the  court  has  proved  to  be  an 
effective  and  valuable  means  of  investigation,  it  in  great  degree  fails  to 
effect  the  object  of  its  creation  for  want  of  power  to  make  its  judgements 
final. 

Fully  aware  of  the  delicacy,  not  to  say  the  danger,  of  the  subject,  I 
commend  to  your  careful  consideration  whether  this  power  of  making 
judgments  final  may  not  properly  be  given  to  the  court,  reserving  the 
right  of  appeal  on  questions  of  law  to  the  Supreme  Court,  with  such  other 
provisions  as  experience  may  have  shown  to  be  necessary. 

I  ask  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- General,  the  following 
being  a  summary  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Department: 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
186 1,  including  the  annual  permanent  appropriation  of  $700,000  for  the 
transportation  of  *'free  mail  matter,"  was  $9,049,296.40,  being  about  2 
per  cent  less  than  the  revenue  for  i860. 

The  expenditures  were  $13,606,759.11,  showing  a  decrease  of  more 
than  8  per  cent  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year  and  leaving 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  revenue  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of 

$4,557»462.7i. 
The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863,  is  estimated  at 

an  increase  of  4  per  cent  on  that  of  1861,  making  $8,683,000,  to  which 

should  be  added  the  earnings  of  the  Department  in  carrying  free  matter, 

viz,  $700,000,  making  $9,383,000. 

The  total  expenditures  for  1863  are  estimated  at  $12,528,000,  leaving 
an  estimated  deficiency  of  $3,145,000  to  be  suppHed  from  the  Treasury 
in  addition  to  the  permanent  appropriation. 

The  present  insurrection  shows,  I  think,  that  the  extension  of  this 
District  across  the  Potomac  River  at  the  time  of  estabUshing  the  capital 
here  was  eminently  wise,  and  consequently  that  the  relinquishment  of 
that  portion  of  it  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Virginia  was  unwise  and 
dangerous.     I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  regaining 
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the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents,  instead  of  putting  in  force  by  proclama- 
tion the  law  of  Congress  enacted  at  the  late  session  for  closing  those 
ports. 

So  also,  obeying  the  dictates  of  prudence,  as  well  as  the  obligations  of 
law,  instead  of  transcending  I  have  adhered  to  the  act  of  Congress  to  con- 
fiscate property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes.  If  a  new  law  upon 
the  same  subject  shall  be  proposed,  its  propriety  will  be  duly  considered. 
The  Union  must  be  preserved,  and  hence  all  indispensable  means  must 
be  employed.  We  should  not  be  in  haste  to  determine  that  radical  and 
extreme  measures,  which  may  reach  the  loyal  as  well  as  the  disloyal,  are 
indispensable. 

The  inaug^ural  address  at  the  beginning  of  the  Administration  and  the 
message  to  Congress  at  the  late  special  session  were  both  mainly  devoted 
to  the  domestic  controversy  out  of  which  the  insurrection  and  consequent 
war  have  sprung.  Nothing  now  occurs  to  add  or  subtract  to  or  from  the 
principles  or  general  purposes  stated  and  expressed  in  those  documents. 

The  last  ray  of  hope  for  preserving  the  Union  peaceably  expired  at  the 
assault  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and  a  general  review  of  what  has  occurred 
since  may  not  be  unprofitable.  What  was  painfully  uncertain  then  is 
much  better  defined  and  more  distinct  now,  and  the  progress  of  events 
is  plainly  in  the  right  direction.  The  insurgents  confidently  claimed  a 
strong  support  from  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  the  friends  of 
the  Union  were  not  free  from  apprehension  on  the  point.  This,  how- 
ever, was  soon  settled  definitely,  and  on  the  right  side.  South  of  the  line 
noble  little  Delaware  led  off  right  from  the  first.  Maryland  was  made 
to  seem  against  the  Union.  Our  soldiers  were  assaulted,  bridges  were 
burned,  and  railroads  torn  up  within  her  limits,  and  we  were  many  days 
at  one  time  without  the  ability  to  bring  a  single  regiment  over  her  soil 
to  the  capital.  Now  her  bridges  and  railroads  are  repaired  and  open  to 
the  Government;  she  already  gives  seven  regiments  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  and  none  to  the  enemy;  and  her  people,  at  a  regular  election, 
have  sustained  the  Union  by  a  larger  majority  and  a  larger  aggregate 
vote  than  they  ever  before  gave. to  any  candidate  or  any  question.  Ken- 
tucky, too,  for  some  time  in  doubt,  is  now  decidedly  and,  I  think,  un- 
changeably ranged  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  Missouri  is  comparatively 
quiet,  and,  I  believe,  can  not  again  be  overrun  by  the  insurrectionists. 
These  three  States  of  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  neither  of 
which  would  promise  a  single  soldier  at  first,  have  now  an  aggregate 
of  not  less  than  40,000  in  the  field  for  the  Union,  while  of  their  citizens 
certainly  not  more  than  a  third  of  that  number,  and  they  of  doubtful 
whereabouts  and  doubtful  existence,  are  in  arms  against  us.  After  a 
somewhat  bloody  struggle  of  months,  winter  closes  on  the  Union  people 
of  western  Virginia,  leaving  them  masters  of  their  own  country. 

An  insurgent  force  of  about  1,500,  for  months  dominating  the  narrow 
peninsular  region  constituting  the  cotmties  of  Accomac  and  Northampton, 
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nations  respecting  the  rights  of  blockade,  privateering,  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  December  5,  1861. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica* 
tion,  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Hanover,  concerning  the  abolition  of  the  Stade  or  Brunshausen 
does,  signed  at  Berlin  on  the  6th  November,  1861. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  p,  1861. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  4th  instant,  relative  to  the  intervention 
of  certain  European  powers  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExKCUTivB  Mansion, 

Washington  ^  December  /^,  1861, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  "that  the 
President  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  charges, 
testimony,  and  finding  of  the  recent  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Colonel 
Dixon  S.  Miles,  of  the  United  States  Army,"  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  the  copies  desired,  which  have  been  prociured  from  the  War 

Department.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  16  ^  186 1. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
the  amendments  introduced  by  the  Constituent  National  Assembly  of 
BoUvia  in  its  decree  of  ratification  into  the  treaty  of  peace,  friendship, 
commerce,  and  navigation  concluded  with  that  Republic  on  the  13th  of 
May,  1858,  an  official  translation  of  which  decree  accompanies  this  mes- 
sage, with  the  original  treaty.  As  the  time  within  which  the  exchange 
of  ratifications  should  be  effected  is  limited,  I  recommend,  in  view  of 
the  delay  which  must  necessarily  occur  and  the  difficulty  of  reaching  the 
seat  of  Government  of  that  Republic,  that  the  time  within  which  such 
exchange  shall  take  place  be  extended  in  the  following  terms:  **  Within 
stich  i>eriod  as  may  be  mutually  convenient  to  both  Governments.*' 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


r7)  7.  1 

,f  •  ■  -^ .       ,.    .   .  .   y/y  , .- ,  /  f  ,-r  •  1 


^ 


/  - 


y 


"V 


/■/• 


/?- 


^ 


♦  ^    ,  .  f  ■  ■  •        )  I '  ■  *  f  *        ft  r  J  f 


'■■■   y      •  ^  /  '      .  /     •     •    /  x 


PREAMBLE   TO   THE   EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 


a^l^.^n  **^*^^*^/    ci^^    Ci^^C^r^    C-^^Vrt!^^    ^-rc^/^tf/^ 


A^< 


^ 


V 


'lf//vi<r'-;?i.*>'' 


;»> 


-^e^-Tx/^t^' 


('■^/lirA^A  .  c-^/  ^7  "  {A  Ac     ^7^£U9-^   €'*<^^CC^  driAWA<.-  ^^^'^-^S^^^f 


^^ 


^Tf  f  r^-s 


<ry^ 


t  o^  ii?i  c/^  e/'^/ -^  <'^<r <f  /y/  Ar.,Ac  i  ^  oO  A:>  ^^ 


t,1t^     .,'  f    1    ,>'    yVfc-^^Ci!^,    ^/ry?  r-r^'i  ^\./f  cA)  C^  An.f  ' /./f*£ry%^/oAcc/c^9%J 


/ -  -    /     ^'"'r/ 


iy  /z^^-*  cA/-/ifMr  .-K  <*^^f  ^pf^  Orif'  ^ecK.A  ixr'''^ AAj-'  AAvcyOl^ 

^A^i/lty^  Aif     c'^     ^Jf'Ae^r  cAj, 


J^yi 


XI' 


PAGE   FROM   LINCOLN'S   EMANCIPATION   PROCLAMATION 


4i.../..^^.„t^ 


iji 

m 
ii 


-^«*.  «^.«^  , 


.'FN    WITH 
SHWARD. 
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Washington,  December  jo,  1861. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  authorities  of  Great  Britain  and  France  on 
the  subject  of  the  recent  removal  of  certain  citizens*  of  the  United  States 
from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  war  steamer  San  Jacinto. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /a««arK  -?,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from 
James  R.  Partridge,  secretary  to  the  executive  committee  to  the  indus- 
trial exhibition  to  be  held  in  London  in  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
and  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  to  which  it  refers,  relative  to  a  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  articles  as  persons  in  this  country  may 
wish  to  exhibit  on  that  occasion.  As  it  appears  that  no  naval  vessel  can 
be  spared  for  the  purpose,  I  recommend  that  authority  be  given  to  char- 
ter a  suitable  merchant  vessel,  in  order  that  facilities  similar  to  those 
afforded  by  the  Government  for  the  exhibition  of  1851  may  also  be 
extended  to  those  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may  desire  to  con- 
tribute to  the  exhibition  of  this  year. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  j,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  on  the  15th  November,  1861,  between  William  W.  Ross, 
agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of 
the  tribe  of  Pottawatomie  Indians,  with  accompanying  communications 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
the  latter  of  which  proposes  certain  modifications  of  said  treaty,  which 
are  also  referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /awttarj/  /o,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  accredited  to  this  Government, 
and  a  copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  rela- 
tive to  the  questions  involved  in  the  taking  from  the  British  steamer 

*  JasBCt  M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell.  Confederate  envoys  to  England  and  Prance,  respectivdr, 
and  two  oAtacts. 

los 
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the  Navy,  concerning  the  case  of  the  bark  Providencia^  a  Spanish  vessel 
seized  on  her  voyage  from  Havana  to  New  York  by  a  steamer  of  the 
United  States  Blockading  Squadron  and  subsequently  released.  I  rec- 
ommend the  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  the  award  of  the  referee. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington, /a««arv  24.,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate  a  dispatch  which  has  just  been  received  from 
Mr.  Corwin,  our  minister  to  Mexico.  It  communicates  important  infor- 
mation concerning  the  war  which  is  waged  against  Mexico  by  the  com- 
bined powers  of  Spain,  Prance,  and  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Corwin  asks  instructions  by  which  to  regulate  his  proceedings  so 
as  to  save  our  national  interests  in  the  case  of  an  adjustment  of  the  diffi- 
culties between  the  belUgerents.  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  the 
Senate  a  request  for  its  advice  upon  the  question  pending  by  treaty  for 
making  a  loan  to  Mexico,  which  Mr.  Corwin  thinks  will  in  any  case  be 
expedient.  It  seems  to  be  my  duty  now  to  solicit  an  early  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  subject,  to  the  end  that  I  may  cause  such  instructions 
to  be  given  to  Mr.  Corwin  as  will  enable  him  to  act  in  the  manner  which, 
while  it  will  most  carefully  guard  the  interests  of  our  coimtry ,  will  at  the 

same  time  be  most  beneficial  to  Mexico. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  January  28,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
a  treaty  of  extradition  concluded  by  Mr.  Corwin  with  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment on  the  nth  of  December  last. 

I  also  submit  a  postal  convention  concluded  by  that  gentleman  at  the 
same  time,  and  a  copy  of  his  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  the  same  month 
explanatory  of  the  provisions  of  both  these  instrtunents,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  nonratification  by  Mexico  of  the  postal  convention  concluded  in 
this  city  on  the  31st  of  July  last  and  approved  by  the  Senate  on  the  6th 
of  August. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster-General  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  relation  to  Mr.  Corwin  *s  postal  convention  is  also  herewith  com- 
municated. The  advice  of  the  Senate  as  to  the  expediency  of  accepting 
that  convention  as  a  substitute  for  the  one  of  the  31st  of  July  last  is 

requested.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  January  j/,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

As  a  sequel  to  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  previously  communi- 
cated, I  transmit  to  Congress  extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  20th  ultimo 
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Washington,  March  j,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentoHves: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  accredited  to  this  Government,  and  a 
copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to 
the  settlement  of  the  question  arising  out  of  the  capture  and  detention 
of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  passengers  on  board  the  British 
steamer  Trent ^  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  j,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  translation  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  ist  instant  by  General  P.  A.  Herran,  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Granadian  Confederation,  with  a  trans- 
lation of  the  communication  accompanying  that  note  from  the  special  com- 
missioner of  that  Republic,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  special 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  the  26th  ultimo,  under  the  conven- 
tion of  the  loth  September,  1857,  setting  forth  the  impracticability  of  dis- 
posing of  the  cases  submitted  to  the  joint  commission  now  in  session 
under  the  convention  within  the  period  prescribed  therein. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  consent  to  the  extension  of 

time  for days  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  by 

the  convention.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  3, 1862. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication*  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  inclos- 
ing a  report  of  the  Adjutant-General,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  2  2d  of  January,  1862. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  March  5,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration,  a  copy  of  a  message  ad- 
dressed to  that  body  by  my  immediate  predecessor  on  the  12th  February, 
1 86 1,  relating  to  the  award  made  by  the  joint  commission  under  the  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and  Paraguay  of  the  4th  February,- 
1859,  together  with  the  original  *  *  journal  of  the  proceedings ' '  of  the  com- 
mission and  a  printed  copy  of  the  "statements and  arguments — and  for 


*Rc]«tinff  to  Msiffmnent  of  officers  of  the  Army  to  duty. 
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Washington,  March  26,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication*  of  the  21st  of  December  last 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Nevada,  and  commend  to  the  particular  attention  of  Congress  those  parts 
of  it  which  show  that  further  legislation  is  desirable  for  the  public  wel- 
fare in  that  quarter.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  March  jz,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Ottoman  Empire,  signed  at  Constantinople  on  the  25th  of  last 
month.  Extracts  from  a  dispatch  of  the  same  date,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  treaty,  from  Mr.  Morris,  the  United  States  minister  at  Constantino- 
ple, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  are  also  herewith  communicated. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  exchange  of  ratifications  is  to  take  place 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  instrument.  This  renders 
it  desirable  that  the  Senate  should  decide  in  regard  to  it  as  soon  as 
this  may  be  convenient,  for  if  that  decision  be  favorable  the  ratifications 
of  this  Government  must  reach  Constantinople  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  three  months  adverted  to.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  April  5, 1862. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
yesterday,  requesting  any  information  which  may  have  been  received  at 
the  Department  of  State  showing  the  system  of  revenue  and  finance  now 
existing  in  any  foreign  country,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  recent  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Pike,  the  United  States  minister  at  The  Hague.  This  is  un- 
derstood to  be  the  only  information  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution 
recently  received  which  has  not  been  made  public. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  April  10, 1862, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  A  copy  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty 
is  also  herewith  transmitted.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

*  OooteiBisff  A  narrative  of  incidents  pertaining  to  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Nevada. 
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time  of  his  arrest  and  since  the  officers  to  constitute  a  court-martial  and 
for  witnesses  could  not  be  withdrawn  from  duty  without  serious  injury 

to  the  service.     He  will  be  allowed  a  trial  without  any  unnecessary  delay, 

the  charges  and  specifications  will  be  furnished  him  in  due  season,  and 

every  facility  for  his  defense  will  be  afforded  him  by  the  War  Department. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECuTivB  Mansion, 
To  the  Senate  oftlu  Untied  States:  Washington,  May  i,  i86i. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
contained  in  the  accompanying  letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
inclosed  petition  and  report  thereon  of  the  Third  Auditor  for  the  consid- 
eration  of  Congress.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  14,  1862. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  third  section  of  the  **Act  further  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 

Navy,"  approved  21st  of  December,  1861,  provides — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  for  the 
command  of  sqnadrons  and  single  ships  such  officers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  good 
of  the  service  requires  to  be  thus  placed  in  command;  and  such  officers  may,  if  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gallantry  in  action  against  an  enemy, 
be  restored  to  the  active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law.  Captain  David  G.  Parrag^t  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  Senate  for  continuance  as  the  flag-officer  in  command  of  the 
squadron  which  recently  rendered  such  important  service  to  the  Union 
by  his  successful  operations  on  the  Lower  Mississippi  and  capture  of  New 
Orleans. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which  would  more  fully  cor- 
respond with  the  intention  of  the  law  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  D.  G.  Far- 
ragut  receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and  gallantry 
displayed  in  the  capture  since  21st  December,  1 861,  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip,  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  destruction  of  various  rebel  gun- 
boats, rams,  etc  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  14,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  submit  herewith  a  list  of  naval  officers  who  commanded  vessels  engaged 
in  the  recent  brilliant  operations  of  the  squadron  commanded  by  Flag-Offi- 
cer Parragut,  which  led  to  the  capture  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 


BATTLE    OF    ANTIETAM. 

This  engagement  was  fought  on  September  17,  1862,  by  the  Confederate 
forces  under  General  Lee,  who  commanded  51,844  men,  and  the  Union 
forces  under  General  McCIellan,  who  commanded  75,316  men.  Two  days 
previously  Lee  had  abandoned  Harper's  Ferry,  and  massed  his  forces,  which 
had  hitherto  been  divided,  in  the  Antietam  valley,  near  Sharpsburg,  Md., 
where  he  was  joined  by  Jackson.  At  dawn  on  the  17th,  Hooker  attacked 
Jackson's  division,  but  was  met  with  stubborn  resistance.  Hooker  him- 
self was  seriously  wounded,  but  his  forces  were  winning,  when  Lee  weakened 
his  centre  by  dispatching  fresh  troops  to  Jackson's  assistance,  and  the  Fed- 
eral forces  were  once  more  checked.  On  the  other  fronts,  however,  the 
Confederates  had  decidedly  the  worse  of  the  encounter.  The  ever  cautious 
McClellan  did  not  push  the  conflict  on  the  18th,  and  on  the  19th  Lee  removed 
across  the  Potomac.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Union  loss  was  2,108  men 
killed  and  9,549  wounded,  whereas  the  Confederate  loss  was  2,700  men 
killed  and  9«024  wounded.  (See  Antietam,  Battle  of,  in  Encyclopedic 
Index.) 


BATTLE  OF  FAIR  OAKS. 

The  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  sometimes  called  the  Battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
was  fought  near  Richmond  on  May  31,  1862.  McClellan's  forces  were 
divided  by  the  Chickahominy  River,  and  General  Johnston  took  advantage 
of  the  Union  predicament  to  launch  an  attack.  The  Union  forces  under 
General  Casey  had  to  fall  back  before  the  Confederate  attack,  thus  forcing 
the  forces  back  of  them  into  the  bogs  and  swamps  of  the  river.  The  situ- 
ation looked  black  for  the  Federals,  but  McClellan,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  sent  a  division  under  General  Sumner  to  the  relief  of  Casey's 
men,  who  were  thus  enabled  to  extricate  themselves.  On  the  next  day,  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back,  and  much  of  the  lost  ground  was  regained. 
General  Johnston  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle,  and  the  command  of 
the  Confederate  Army  was  turned  over  to  Robert  Lee  on  June  2.  (See 
Seven   Pines  and  Fair  Oaks   (Va.),   Battle  of,  in   Encyclopedic  Index.) 
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To  the  SenaU:  Washington,  May  21,  1862. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting 
information  in  regard  to  arrests  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  May  22,  1862. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  20th  instant,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  indemnity  ob- 
tained by  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at  Alexandria,  Egypt, 
for  the  maltreatment  of  Faris-El-Hakim,  an  agent  in  the  employ  of  the 
American  missionaries  in  that  country,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  May  23,  1862, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  instant,  calling  for 
further  correspondence  relative  to  Mexican  affairs. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  that  body.] 

Washington,  May  26,  1862, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  insurrection  which  is  yet  existing  in  the  United  States  and  aims 
at  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  Constitution  and  the  Union  was  clan- 
destinely prepared  during  the  winter  of  i860  and  1861,  and  assumed  an 
open  organization  in  the  form  of  a  treasonable  provisional  government 
fit  Montgomery,  in  Alabama,  on  the  18th  day  of  February,  1861.  On 
the  1 2th  day  of  April,  1 861,  the  insurgents  committed  the  flagrant  act  of 
civil  war  by  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Sumter,  which  cut 
off  the  hope  of  immediate  conciliation.  Immediately  afterwards  all  the 
roads  and  avenues  to  this  city  were  obstructed,  and  the  capital  was  put 
into  the  condition  of  a  siege.  The  mails  in  every  direction  were  stopped, 
and  the  lines  of  telegraph  cut  off  by  the  insurgents,  and  miHtary  and 
naval  forces  which  had  been  called  out  by  the  Government  for  the  de- 
fense of  Washington  were  prevented  from  reaching  the  city  by  organized 
and  combined  treasonable  resistance  in  the  State  of  Maryland.     There 
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BxKcuTivK  Mansion, 

WashingUniy  June  12^  1862, 

To  tke  Honorable  House  0/  Repres€7iiaiives: 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  of  the  9th  instant, 
requesting  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  California,  and  the  judge  of  said  court,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  letter  of  the  Attorney-General,  with  copies  of  two 
other  letters  and  of  an  indorsement  of  my  own  upon  one  of  them;  all 
which,  taken  together,  contain  all  the  information  within  my  power  to 
give  upon  the  subject.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ExBcuTivB  Mansion, 

Washington,  June  /j,  1862. 

FeUow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  addressed  and  presented  to  me  in  behalf 
of  the  State  of  New  York  in  favor  of  enlarging  the  locks  of  the  Erie  and 
Oswego  Canal.  While  I  have  not  given  nor  have  leisure  to  give  the  sub- 
ject a  careful  examination,  its  great  importance  is  obvious  and  unques- 
tionable. The  large  amount  of  valuable  statistical  information  which  is 
collated  and  presented  in  the  memorial  will  greatly  facilitate  the  mature 
consideration  of  the  subject,  which  I  respectfully  ask  for  it  at  your  hands. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington  City,  June  17,  1862. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  9th  instant, 
asking  whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  16, 1862,  providing  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  whose  report  thereon  is  herewith  conununicated. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  June  23,  1862. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  UniUd  States: 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1861, 1  submitted  to  the  Senate  the  proj- 
ect of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  which  had  been 
proposed  to  me  by  Mr.  Corwin,  our  minister  to  Mexico,  and  respectfully 
requested  the  advice  of  the  Senate  thereupon. 

On  the  35th  day  of  February  last  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  efEect  "that  it  is  not  advisable  to  negotiate  a  treaty  that  will 
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gallantry  at  Port  Henry,  Port  Donelson,  Island  No.  10,  and  at  various 
other  places,  whilst  in  command  of  the  naval  forces,  embracing  a  period 
of  nearly  ten  months.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  5,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  thereon^ 
a  treaty  negotiated  in  this  city  on  the  3d  instant  with  the  Sac  and  Pox 
Indians  of  the  Mississippi. 

Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  accompany  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 


Washington,/!^  p,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
a  postal  convention  with  Costa  Rica,  concluded  at  San  Jose  on  the  9th 

June  last.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  it,  1862. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
negotiated  at  the  Kickapoo  Agency  on  the  28th  of  June,  1862,  between 
Charles  B.  Keith,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
chiefs,  headmen,  and  delegates  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  of  Kansas. 

A  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfFairs  of  the  loth  instant  is  also 
transmitted,  suggesting  amendments  to  the  treaty  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  July  11, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  recommend  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  given  to  the  following 
officers  of  the  United  States  Navy: 

Captain  James  L.  Lardner,  for  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Port 
Roytd  and  distinguished  services  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  against 
the  enemy. 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Davis,  for  distinguished  services  in  conflict  with 
the  enemy  at  Port  Pillow,  at  Memphis,  and  for  successful  operations  at 
other  points  in  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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I  may  remark  that  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  pnt  in  langaage  borrowed 
from  Great  Britain,  applies  only  in  this  country  to  real  or  landed  estate. 

Again,  this  act,  by  proceedings  in  rem^  forfeits  property  for  the  ingredients  of  trea- 
son without  a  conviction  of  the  supposed  criminal  or  a  personal  hearing  given  him 
in  any  proceeding.  That  we  may  not  touch  property  lying  within  our  reach  because 
we  can  not  give  personal  notice  to  an  owner  who  is  absent  endeavoring  to  destroy 
the  Government  is  certainly  not  very  satisfactory.  Still,  the  owner  may  not  be  thus 
engaged;  and  I  think  a  reasonable  time  should  be  provided  for  such  parties  to  appear 
and  have  personal  hearings.  Similar  provisions  are  not  uncommon  in  connection 
with  proceedings  in  rem. 

For  the  xeasons  stated,  I  return  the  bill  to  the  House,  in  which  it  originated. 


July  17,  1862. 

FeUauhCiHzens  of  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Representatives: 

I  faave  inadvertently  omitted  so  long  to  inform  you  that  in  March  last 

Mr.  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  gratuitously  presented  to  the 

United  States  the  ocean  steamer  Vanderbilt,  by  many  esteemed  the  finest 

merchant  ship  in  the  world.     She  has  ever  since  been  and  still  is  doing 

valtiable  service  to  the  Government.     For  the  patriotic  act  in  making 

this  magnificent  and  valuable  present  to  the  country,  I  recommend  that 

some  snitaUe  acknowledgment  be  made. 

ABRAHAM  WNCOI<N. 


VETO  MESSAGES. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  UntUd  States:  ^^^^  ^3'  '^^^• 

The  bill  which  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  that  part  of  an  act  of  Congress  which  pro- 
hibits the  circulation  of  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $5  in  the 
District  of  Columbia"  has  received  my  attentive  consideration,  and  I 
now  rettun  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following 
objections: 

I.  The  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  existing  legislation  prohibiting  the 
diculation  of  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  $5  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  without  permitting  the  issuing  of  such  bills  by  banks 
not  now  legally  authorized  to  issue  them.  In  my  judgment  it  will  be 
found  impracticable  in  the  present  condition  of  the  currency  to  make 
such  a  discrimination.  The  banks  have  generally  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, and  a  legal  sanction  given  to  the  circulation  of  the  irredeemable 
notes  of  one  class  of  them  will  almost  certainly  be  so  extended  in  prac- 
tical operation  as  to  include  those  of  all  classes,  whether  authorized  or 
unauthorized.     If  this  view  be  correct,  the  currency  of  the  District, 
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birth  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  by  causing  to  be  read  to  them  his 
immortal  Farewell  Address. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  Washing- 
r  -|     ton,  the  19th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862,  and  of  the  Inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-sixth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

WnxiAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  thb  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

a  proclamation. 

It  Has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  vouchsafe  signal  victories  to  the  land 
and  naval  forces  engaged  in  suppressing  an  internal  rebellion,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  avert  from  our  country  the  dangers  of  foreign  intervention 
and  invasion. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  that 
at  their  next  weekly  assemblages  in  their  accustomed  places  of  public 
worship  which  shall  occur  after  notice  of  this  proclamation  shall  have 
been  received  they  especially  acknowledge  and  render  thanks  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  these  inestimable  blessings,  that  they  then  and  there 
implore  spiritual  consolation  in  behalf  of  all  who  have  been  brought  into 
affiction  by  the  casualties  and  calamities  of  sedition  and  civil  war,  and 
that  they  reverently  invoke  the  divine  guidance  for  our  national  coun- 
sels, to  the  end  that  they  may  speedily  result  in  the  restoration  of  peace, 
harmony,  and  unity  throughout  our  borders  and  hasten  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  fraternal  relations  among  all  the  countries  of  the  earth. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  aflBxed. 
1-  n         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  loth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^^^'  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  ports  of  certain  States,  including  those  of  Beaufort,  m 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;  Port  Royal,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina; 
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By  th«  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States  op  America. 

a  proci.amation. 

Whereas  there  appears  in  the  public  prints  what  purports  to  be  a 
proclamation  of  Major-General  Hunter,  in  the  words  and  figures  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  May  p,  1862. 

Gememl  Orders,  No.  //.—The  three  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina, 
comprising  the  Military  Department  of  the  South,  having  deliberately  declared  them- 
selves no  longer  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  having 
taken  up  arms  against  the  said  United  States,  it  becomes  a  military  necessity  to 
ded'^re  them  mider  tnartial  law  This  was  accordingly  done  on  the  25th  day  of 
April.  1862.  Slavery  and  martial  law  in  a  free  country  are  altogether  incompatible; 
the  persons  in  these  three  States— Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina—- heretofore 
held  as  slaves  are  therefore  declared  forever  free. 

DAVID  HUNTER, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
Official: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

And  whereas  the  same  is  producing  some  excitement  and  misunder- 
standing: 

Therefore  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
claim and  declare  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  no  knowl- 
edge, information,  or  beUef  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  General  Hunter 
to  issue  such  a  proclamation,  nor  has  it  yet  any  authentic  information  that 
the  document  is  gentiine;  and,  further,  that  neither  General  Hunter  nor 
any  other  commander  or  person  has  been  authorized  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  make  proclamations  declaring  the  slaves  of  any 
State  free,  and  that  the  supposed  proclamation  now  in  question,  whether 
genuine  or  false,  is  altogether  void  so  far  as  respects  such  declaration. 

I  further  make  known  that  whether  it  be  competent  for  me,  as  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  to  declare  the  slaves  of  any 
State  or  States  free,  and  whether  at  any  time,  in  any  case,  it  shall  have 
become  a  necessity  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Government 
to  exercise  such  supposed  power,  are  questions  which,  under  my  respon- 
sibility, I  reserve  to  myself,  and  which  I  can  not  feel  justified  in  leaving 
to  the  decision  of  commanders  in  the  field.  These  are  totally  different 
questions  from  those  of  police  regulations  iu  armies  and  camps. 

Oi^the  6th  day  of  March  last,  by  a  special  message,  I  recommended  to 
Congress  the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolution  to  be  substantially  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  United  States  ought  to  cooperate  with  any  State  which  may 
adopt  a  gxBdnal  abolishment  of  slavery,  giving  to  such  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be 
vited  by  such  State,  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  for  Uie  inconveniences*  public 
end  private,  produced  by  such  change  of  system 
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ftaok  imports,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  August  5,  1861,  can  not  be  peaceably  executed;  and 
that  the  taxes  legally  chargeable  upon  real  estate  under  the  act  last 
aforesaid  lying  within  the  States  and  parts  of  States  as  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  a  penalty  of  50  per  centum  of  said  taxes,  shall  be  a  Hen 
upon  the  tracts  or  lots  of  the  same,  severally  charged,  till  paid. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
Fs&Ai.  1         ^t^^c  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  dghty-sixth.  ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 

By  the  President: 

F.  W.  Sbward, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

a  proclamation. 

In  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  **An 
act  to  suppress  insurrection  and  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize 
and  confiscate  property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved  July 
17, 1862,  and  which  act  and  the  joint  resolution  explanatory  thereof  are 
herewith  published,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  proclaim  to  and  warn  all  persons  within  the  contemplation  of 
said  sixth  section  to  cease  participating  in,  aiding,  countenancing,  or 
abetting  the  existing  rebellion  or  any  rebellion  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  to  return  to  their  proper  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  on  pain  of  the  forfeitures  and  seizures  as  within  and  by  said  sixth 
section  provided. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
TsEAL  1         ^J^c  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  25th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

®^^^^-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WnjjAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[Ptom  SUtntes  at  Large  (Uttle,  Brown  &  Co.),  Vol.  XII,  p.  589.] 

AH  ACT  to  Mippraa  iiuar  action,  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  prop- 
erty of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  commit  the 
crime  of  treason  against  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  adjudg^ed  guilty  thereof, 
iibill  enffer  death,  and  all  his  slaves,  if  any,  shall  be  declared  and  made  free;  or,  at 
106 


Abraham  Lincoln  3300 

imprisoned  in  any  fort,  camp,  arsenal,  military  prison,  or  other  place  of 
confinement  by  any  military  authority  or  by  the  sentence  of  any  court- 
martial  or  military  commission. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
rsRAi.  1         I^iie  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  24th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  2862,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh.  ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N 

By  the  President: 

WnjjAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  in  the  Department  of  Missouri. 

Generai<:  As  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  United  States  and  is  in 
arms  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  within  the  limits  of  the  military 
division  under  your  command  and  to  exercise  martial  law  as  you  find  it 
necessary,  in  your  discretion,  to  secure  the  public  safety  and  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
r<5«AT.  1     ^^  ^^  United  States  to  be  affixed,  at  Washington,  this  2d  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1861. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Generax  Orders,  No.  hi. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

WcLshington,  December  jo,  i86r, 

^p  ^F  ^  ^  "P  •!•  'n 

JOUXT  RESOIfUTION  expreflsive  of  the  reoognitioii  by  Congress  of  the  gallant  and  patriotic 
eefvicea  of  the  late  Brigadier-General  Nathaniel  Lyon  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  hif 
oommand  at  the  battle  of  Springfield,  Mo. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  0/ Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica in  Congress  assembled^  i.  That  Congress  deems  it  just  and  proper  to  enter  upon 
Kb  records  a  recognition  of  the  eminent  and  patriotic  services  of  the  late  Brigadier- 
General  Nathaniel  Lyon.  The  country  to  whose  service  he  devoted  his  life  will 
guaid  and  preserve  his  fame  as  a  part  of  its  own  glory. 
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insurgent  forces;  that  especially  the  army  at  and  about  Fortress  Monroe, 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Army  of  Western  Virginia,  the  army  near 
Munfordville,  Ky.,  the  army  and  flotilla  at  Cairo,  and  a  naval  force  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  be  ready  to  move  on  that  day. 

That  all  other  forces,  both  land  and  naval,  with  their  respective  com- 
manders, obey  existing  orders  for  the  time  and  be  ready  to  obey  addi- 
tional orders  when  duly  given. 

That  the  heads  of  Departments,  and  especially  the  Secretaries  of  War 
and  of  the  Navy,  with  all  their  subordinates,  and  the  General  in  Chief, 
with  all  other  commanders  and  subordinates  of  land  and  naval  forces, 
will  severally  be  held  to  their  strict  and  full  responsibilities  for  prompt 
execution  of  this  order.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

President's  Special  War  Order  No.  i. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington ^  January  j/,  1862. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
after  providing  safely  for  the  defense  of  Washington,  be  formed  into  an 
expedition  for  the  immediate  object  of  seizing  and  occupying  a  point 
upon  the  railroad  southwestward  of  what  is  known  as  Manassas  Junc- 
tion; all  details  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  General  in  Chief,  and  the 
expedition  to  move  before  or  on  the  22d  day  of  February  next. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

War  Department, 
IVashingion  City,  February  11^  1862, 

Ordered,  That  D.  C.  McCallum  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  military 
director  and  superintendent  of  railroads  in  the  United  States,  with  author- 
ity to  enter  upon,  take  possession  of,  hold,  and  use  all  railroads,  engines, 
cars,  locomotives,  equipments,  appendages,  and  appurtenances  that  may 
be  required  for  the  transport  of  troops,  arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
supplies  of  the  United  States,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  things 
that  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  be  done  for  the  safe  and  speedy  trans- 
port aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  President,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
-d  the  United  States:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

War  Department,  February  zj,  1862, 

Ordered^  i.  That  all  applications  to  go  south  across  the  military  lines 
of  the  United  States  be  made  to  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  command- 
ing at  Baltimore,  who  will  grant  or  refuse  the  same  at  his  discretion. 
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judicial  machinery  seemed  as  if  it  had  been  designed,  not  to  sustain  the 
Government,  but  to  embarrass  and  betray  it. 

Foreign  intervention,  openly  invited  and  industriously  instigated  by  the 
abettors  of  the  insurrection,  became  imminent,  and  has  only  been  pre- 
vented by  the  practice  of  strict  and  impartial  justice,  with  the  most  perfect 
moderation,  in  our  intercourse  with  nations. 

The  public  mind  was  alarmed  and  apprehensive,  though  fortunately 
not  distracted  or  disheartened.  It  seemed  to  be  doubtful  whether  the 
Federal  Government,  which  one  year  before  had  been  thought  a  model 
worthy  of  universal  acceptance,  had  indeed  the  ability  to  defend  and 
maintain  itself. 

Some  reverses,  which,  perhaps,  were  unavoidable,  suffered  by  newly 
levied  and  inefficient  forces,  discouraged  the  loyal  and  gave  new  hopes 
to  the  insurgents.  Voluntary  enlistments  seemed  about  to  cease  and 
desertions  commenced.  Parties  speculated  upon  the  question  whether 
conscription  had  not  become  necessary  to  fill  up  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

In  this  emergency  the  President  felt  it  his  duty  to  employ  with  energy 
the  extraordinary  powers  which  the  Constitution  confides  to  him  in  cases 
of  insurrection.  He  called  into  the  field  such  military  and  naval  forces, 
unauthorized  by  the  existing  laws,  as  seemed  necessary.  He  directed 
measures  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  post-office  for  treasonable  correspond- 
ence. He  subjected  passengers  to  and  from  foreign  countries  to  new 
passport  regulations,  and  he  instituted  a  blockade,  suspended  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  various  places,  and  caused  persons  who  were  represented 
to  him  as  being  or  about  to  engage  in  disloyal  and  treasonable  practices 
to  be  arrested  by  special  civil  as  well  as  military  agencies  and  detained 
in  military  custody  when  necessary  to  prevent  them  and  deter  others 
from  such  practices.  Examinations  of  such  cases  were  instituted,  and 
some  of  the  persons  so  arrested  have  been  discharged  from  time  to  time 
tmder  circumstances  or  upon  conditions  compatible,  as  was  thought,  with 
the  public  safety. 

Meantime  a  favorable  change  of  public  opinion  has  occurred.  The  line 
between  loyalty  and  disloyalty  is  plainly  defined.  The  whole  structure 
of  the  Government  is  firm  and  stable.  Apprehension  of  public  danger 
and  fadUties  for  treasonable  practices  have  diminished  with  the  passions 
which  prompted  heedless  persons  to  adopt  them.  The  insurrection  is 
believed  to  have  culminated  and  to  be  declining. 

The  President,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  anxious  to  favor  a  return  to 
the  normal  course  of  the  Administration  as  far  as  regard  for  the  public 
welfare  will  allow,  directs  that  all  political  prisoners  or  state  prisoners 
now  held  in  military  custody  be  released  on  their  subscribing  to  a 
parole  engaging  them  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will,  however,  in  his  discretion,  except  from  the 
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THE  MERRIMAC  AND  THE  MONITOR. 

The  Confederates,  who  had  llieir  aliare  o£  able  naval  officers,  raised  tlie 
United  States  frigate  Merrimac,  wbich  had  been  burned  and  sunk  by  the 
Federals  when  they  evacuated  Norfolk  in  April,  1861,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
vert her  into  an  ironclad,  after  European  plans.  She  was  the  first  truly  armor- 
clad  vessel.  The  Federal  authorities,  learning  of  her  existence,  built  the 
Monitor  from  plans  by  Ericcson.  Each  knowing  of  the  other's  preparations, 
it  was  a  race  to  get  Iniished  first. 

The  command  of  the  James  River  and  the  adjacent  waters  was  particularly 
\ilal  Id  the  Union  forces  in  their  campaign  against  Richmond,  but  the 
Merrimac  reached  the  scene  oE  action  first.  On  March  B,  1862,  the  blockailin- 
squadron  in  Hampton  Roads  sighted  a  sort  of  half-submerged  crocodile, 
accompanied  by  several  tenders.  Three  frigates  made  for  the  enemy,  but  got 
into  low  water  and  grounded.  The  "crocodile"  continued  until  at  Newport 
N'ewa  the  Ciiinberland  and  Congress  frigates  assailed  her.  Their  shot  and 
balls  from  shore  batteries  bounded  off  her  sides  like  rubber.  Without  firing  a 
shot  she  got  within  easy  range,  poured  a  broadside  into  (he  Congress,  then, 
vomiting  iron  all  the  way,  dashed  for  the  Camberland,  anX  rammed  a  grett 
hole  in  her  side.  Sinking  fast,  the  Cumberland  continued  to  fight,  discharging 
her  cannon  until  the  water  corered  them,  and  went  down  with  colors  flying. 
The  Merrimac  then  set  the  Congress  on  fire  with  hot  shot. 

The  next  morning,  when  the  Merrimac  returned  to  complete  h^•r  work, 
she  WIS  received  by  the  Monitor,  that  "cheescbox  on  a  raft."  For  four  hours 
they  fought,  when  the  Merrimac  retreated,  its  power  and  terror  forever  gone. 
Se«  the  article  "Merrimac"  in  the  index. 
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receiving  information  by  telegraph  or  from  transmitting  their  papers  by 
raihoad. 

Fourth.  Edward  S.  Sanford  is  made  military  supervisor  of  telegraphic 
messages  throughout  the  United  States.  Anson  Stager  is  made  military 
superintendent  of  all  telegraph  Hues  and  oflSces  in  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  This  possession  and  control  of  the  telegraph  lines  is  not  intended 
to. interfere  in  any  respect  with  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  companies  or 
with  private  business. 

By  order  of  the  President:  ^^^^^  ^  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War   DBPARTBfBNT, 

Washington^  February  ^7,  1862, 

It  is  ordered  first.  That  a  special  commission  of  two  persons,  one  of 
military  rank  and  the  other  in  civil  life,  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
cases  of  the  state  prisoners  remaining  in  the  military  custody  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  determine  whether,  in  view  of  the  public  safety  and 
the  existing  rebellion,  they  should  be  discharged  or  remain  in  military 
custody  or  be  remitted  to  the  civil  tribunals  for  trial. 

Second.  That  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  in  Baltimore, 
and  the  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont,  of  New  York,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  they  are 
authorized  to  examine,  hear,  and  determine  the  cases  aforesaid,  ex  parte 
and  in  a  summary  manner,  at  such  times  and  places  as  in  their  discretion 
they  may  appoint,  and  make  full  report  to  the  War  Department. 

By  order  of  the  President:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

By  thb  Prbsidbnt  of  thk  United  States. 

Washington,  February  28, 1862, 

Considering  that  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country  allow  a 
partial  restoration  of  commercial  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of 
those  parts  of  the  United  States  heretofore  declared  to  be  in  insurrection 
and  the  citizens  of  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union,  and  exercising  the 
authority  and  discretion  confided  to  me  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  13, 1861,  entitled  **An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"  I  hereby  license  and  permit 
such  commercial  intercourse  in  all  cases  within  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  have  been  or  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  conducting  and  canying  on  of  the  same  on  the  inland  waters  and 
ways  of  the  United  States.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Abraham  Lincoln  33'^ 

which  may  be  ordered  by  the  General  in  Chief,  and  which  may  be  intended 
to  move  upon  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  shall  begin  to  move  upon  the  ba]^  as 
early  as  the  i8th  day  of  March  instant,  and  the  General  in  Chief  shall  be 
responsible  that  it  so  move  as  early  as  that  day. 

Ordered^  That  the  Army  and  Navy  cooperate  in  an  immediate  effort  to 
capture  the  enemy's  batteries  Ufmn  the  Potomac  between  Washington 
and  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  ^  LINCOLN. 

Prbsidbnt's  Speclax  War  Order  No.  3. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  March  11  ^  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  having  personally  taken  the  field  at  the  head 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  until  otherwise  ordered  he  is  relieved  from 
the  command  of  the  other  miUtary  departments,  he  retaining  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

Ordered  further y  That  the  departments  now  under  the  respective  com- 
mands of  Generals  Halleck  and  Hunter,  together  with  so  much  of  that 
under  General  Buell  as  Ues  west  of  a  north  and  south  line  indefinitely 
drawn  through  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  be  consolidated  and  designated  the 
Department  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  until  otherwise  ordered  Major- 
General  Halleck  have  command  of  said  department. 

Ordered  also,  That  the  country  west  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac 
and  east  of  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi  be  a  military  department, 
to  be  called  the  Mountain  Department,  and  that  the  same  be  commanded 
by  Major-General  Fremont. 

That  all  the  commanders  of  departments,  after  the  receipt  of  this  order 
by  them,  respectively  report  severally  and  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  prompt,  full,  and  frequent  reports  will  be  expected  of  all 
and  each  of  them.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

War  Departbient,  March  /j,  1862. 
Major-General  George  B.  McCleixan: 

The  President,  having  considered  the  plan  of  operations  agreed  upon 
by  yourself  and  the  commanders  of  army  corps,  makes  no  objection  to 
the  same,  but  gives  the  following  directions  as  to  its  execution: 

1.  Leave  such  force  at  Manassas  Junction  as  shall  make  it  entirely 
certain  that  the  enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself  of  that  position  and 
line  of  communication. 

2.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secure. 

3.  Move  the  remainder  of  the  force  down  the  Potomac,  choosing  a  new 
base  at  Fortress  Monroe,  or  anywhere  between  here  and  there,  or,  at  all 
events,  move  such  remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  ptu^uit  of  the  enemy 
by  some  route.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War, 
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Point  and  Craney  Island  and  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer 
MetrimaCy  are  regarded  by  the  President  as  among  the  most  important 
successes  of  the  present  war.  He  therefore  orders  that  his  thanks  as 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  be  communicated  by  the 
War  Department  to  Major-General  John  E.  Wool  and  the  oflScers  and 
soldiers  of  his  command  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
brilliant  operations  mentioned. 

By  order  of  the  President,  made  at  the  city  of  Norfolk  on  the  i  ith  day 
of  May,  1862:  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War 

War  Department,  May  25,  r862. 

Ordered:  By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  by  act  of  Congress,  the 
President  takes  military  possession  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  United  States 
from  and  after  this  date  until  further  order,  and  directs  that  the  respective 
railroad  companies,  their  officers  and  servants,  shall  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  the  transportation  of  such  troops  and  munitions  of  war  as 
may  be  ordered  by  the  military  authorities,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  y.   p   MEIGS 

Quartermaster'  General. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  28,  1862, 
Colonel  Haupt. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  appointed  chief  of  construction  and  transporta- 
tion in  the  Department  of  the  Rappahannock,  with  the  rank  of  colonel, 
and  attached  to  the  staflP  of  Major-General  McDowell. 

You  are  authorized  to  do  whatever  you  may  deem  expedient  to  open 
for  use  in  the  shortest  possible  time  all  military  railroads  now  or  here- 
after required  in  said  department;  to  use  the  same  for  transportation 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  you  may  prescribe;  to  appoint  such 
assistants  and  employees  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  define  their  duties 
and  fix  their  compensation;  to  make  requisitions  upon  any  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  witk  the  approval  of  the  Commanding  General,  for  such 
temporary  or  permanent  details  of  men  as  may  be  required  for  the  con- 
struction or  protection  of  Unes  of  communication;  to  use  such  Govern- 
ment steamers  and  transports  as  you  may  deem  necessary;  to  pass  free 
of  charge  in  such  steamers  and  transports  and  on  other  military  roads 
all  persons  whose  services  may  be  required  in  construction  or  transpor- 
tation; to  purchase  all  such  machinery,  rolling  stock,  and  supplies  as 
the  proper  use  and  operation  of  the  said  railroads  may  require,  and  cer- 
tify the  same  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  shall  make  payment 
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With  a  view  to  ascertain  this,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  commission  of 
the  United  States  and  French  naval  oflScers  at  New  York,  with  a  naval 
officer  of  Italy  as  an  arbiter.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  the 
collision  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  San  Jacinto  seasonably  to 
reverse  her  engine.  It  then  became  necessary  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  indemnification  due  to  the  injured  party.  The  United  States  consul- 
general  at  Havana  was  consequently  instructed  to  confer  with  the  consul 
of  France  on  this  point,  and  they  have  determined  that  the  sum  of 
$9,500  is  an  equitable  allowance  under  the  circumstances. 

I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  this  stun  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners 
of  ihit  Jules  et  Marie. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Shufeldt,  the  consul-general  of  the  United 
States  at  Havana,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  is  herewith 

^"^^^^^^"^  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  8,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862, 1  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  United  States  Navy,  receive  a  vote  of 
thanks  of  Congress  for  the  eminent  skill  and  gallantry  exhibited  by  him 
in  the  late  remarkable  battle  between  the  United  States  ironclad  steamer 
Monitor^  tmder  his  command,  and  the  rebel  ironclad  steamer  Merrimac^ 
in  March  last. 

The  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  on  the  occasion  referred  to 
were  tendered  by  a  resolution  approved  July  11, 1862,  but  the  recommen- 
dation is  now  specially  made  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  July  16, 1862,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

That  any  line  officer  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  may  be  advanced  one  grade  if 
upon  recommendation  of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress 
for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary 
heroism  in  the  line  of  his  profession. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  p,  1862. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of 
the  13th  of  March  last,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  relative 
to  the  attempted  seizure  of  Mr.  Fauchet  by  the  commander  of  the  AJrica 
within  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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records  of  the  trials,  and  for  which  reason  I  nerewtlh  transmit  a  copy, 
marked  C.  I  also,  for  the  same  reason,  inclose  a  printed  memorial  of 
the  citizens  of  St.  Paul  addressed  to  me  and  forwarded  with  the  letter 
aforesaid. 

Anxious  to  not  act  with  so  much  clemency  as  to  encourage  another 
outbreak  on  the  one  hand,  nor  with  so  much  severity  as  to  be  real  cruelty 
on  the  other,  I  caused  a  careful  examination  of  the  records  of  trials  to  be 
made,  in  view  of  first  ordering  the  execution  of  such  as  had  been  proved 
guilty  of  violating  females.  Contrary  to  my  expectations,  only  two  of 
this  class  were  found.  I  then  directed  a  further  examination,  and  a 
classification  of  all  who  were  proven  to  have  participated  in  massacres^ 
as  distinguished  from  participation  in  battles.  This  class  numbered 
forty,  and  included  the  two  convicted  of  female  violation.  One  of 
the  number  is  strongly  recommended  by  the  commission  which  tried 
them  for  commutation  to  ten  years'  imprisonment.  I  have  ordered  the 
other  thirty-nine  to  be  executed  on  Friday,  the  19th  instant.  The  order 
was  dispatched  from  here  on  Monday,  the  8th  instant,  by  a  messenger 
to  General  Sibley,  and  a  copy  of  which  order  is  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  D. 

An  abstract  of  the  evidence  as  to  the  forty  is  herewith  inclosed, 
marked  E. 

To  avoid  the  immense  amount  of  copying,  I  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
original  transcripts  of  the  records  of  trials  as  received  by  me. 

This  is  as  full  and  complete  a  response  to  the  resolution  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  make.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

DbCBMBBR  II,  1862. 

Washington,  December  11,  1862. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratifica- 
tion, a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Liberia, 
signed  at  London  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  on  the  21st  of 
October  last.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

DBCEMBKR   12,  1862. 
FeUozthCitizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  in  my  possession  three  valuable  swords,  formerly  the  property 
of  General  David  E.  Twiggs,  which  I  now  place  at  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress. They  are  forwarded  to  me  from  New  Orleans  by  Major-General 
Benjamin  F.  Butler.  If  they  or  any  of  them  shall  be  by  Congress  dis- 
posed of  in  reward  or  comphment  of  miUtary  service,  I  think  General 
Butler  is  entitled  to  the  first  consideration.  A  copy  of  the  General's 
letter  to  me  accompanying  the  swords  is  herewith  transmitted. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  January  23^  1863. 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  transmitting  the  regulations,  decrees,  and  orders  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States  consular  courts  in  Turkey. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 

Washington,  ya««arK  26,  1863. 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant, 
requesting  a  copy  of  certain  correspondence  respecting  the  capture  of 
British  vessels  sailing  from  one  British  port  to  another  having  on  board 
contraband  of  war  intended  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  doctunents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

• 

Washington  City,  January  28,  1863. 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  conformity  to  the  law  of  July  16,  1862, 1  most  cordially  recommend 
that  Commander  David  D.  Porter,  United  States  Navy,  acting  rear- 
admiral,  conmianding  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  receive  a  vote  of  thanks 
of  Congress  for  the  bravery  and  skill  displayed  in  the  attack  on  the  post 
of  Arkansas,  which  surrendered  to  the  combined  military  and  naval  forces 
on  the  loth  instant.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  4,  1863. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  5th  December  last,  requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition 
of  Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  4,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs: 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  approved  3d  February, 
1863,  tendering.its  thanks  to  Commander  John  L.  Worden,  United  States 
Navy,  I  nominate  that  officer  to  be  a  captain  in  the  Navy  on  the  active 
list  from  the  3d  February,  1863. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  number  of  captains  authorized  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of  i6th  July,  1862,  is  now  full,  but  presuming 
that  the  meaning  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  same  act  is  that  the  officer 
receiving  the  vote  of  thanks  shall  immediately  be  advanced  one  grade 
I  have  made  the  nomination.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Executive  Office,  February  17,  1863. 
To  ike  Senate  of  ike  Untied  Siaies: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1863,  between 
W.  W.  Ross,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  Pottawatomie  Nation  of  Indians  of  Kansas,  which,  it 
appears  from  the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
of  the  17th  instant,  is  intended  to  be  amendatory  of  the  treaty  concluded 
with  said  Indians  on  the  15th  November,  1862. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  18,  i86j. 
To  ihe  Senaie  ofihe  UniUd  SiaUs: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  its  ratification, 
an  additional  article  to  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  of  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  for  the  suppression  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  which  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington  on  the  17th  instant 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  H^  Britannic  Majesty*s  minister  accredited 
to  this  Government.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  zp,  i86j. 
To  ihe  Senaie  of  ihe  Untied  Siaies: 

Congress  on  my  recommendation  passed  a  resolution,  approved  7th 
February,  1863,  tendering  its  thanks  to  Commodore  Charles  Henry  Davis 
for  "distinguished  service  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Pillow,  at 
Memphis,  and  for  successful  operations  at  other  points  in  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  River." 

I  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  approved 
1 6th  July,  1862,  nominate  Commodore  Charles  Henry  Davis  to  be  a  rear- 
admiral  in  the  Navy  on  the  active  list  from  the  7th  February,  1863. 

Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren  having  in  said  resolution  of  the  7th  Feb- 
ruary in  Uke  manner  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  **  for  distinguished 
service  in  the  Une  of  his  profession,  improvements  in  ordnance,  and 
zealous  and  efficient  labors  in  the  ordnance  branch  of  the  service,'*  I 
therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  i6th  July, 
1862,  nominate  Captain  John  A.  Dahlgren  to  be  a  rear-admiral  in  the 
Navy  on  the  active  Ust  from  the  7th  February,  1863. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  July,  1862,  authorizes  *  *  any  line  officer  of 
the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  to  be  advanced  one  grade  if  upon  recommenda- 
tion of  the  President  by  name  he  receives  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  highly 
distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy  or  for  extraordinary  her- 
oism in  the  line  of  his  x^rofession,'*  and  Captain  Stephen  C.  Rowan  and 
Commander  David  D.  Porter  havingeachon  my  recommendation  received 
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And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act  of  justice,  warranted 
by  the  Constitution  upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  tlie  considerate 
judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Almighty  God. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  heretmto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  January, 

A.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

Wnj^iAH  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Executive  Mansion, 
To  the  Army  of  the  Potomac:  Washington,  December  22,  1862. 

I  have  just  read  your  commanding  general's  preliminary  report  of  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Although  you  were  not  successful,  the  attempt 
was  not  an  error  nor  the  failure  other  than  an  accident.  The  courage  with 
which  you  in  an  open  field  maintained  the  contest  against  an  intrenched 
foe  and  the  consummate  skill  and  success  with  which  you  crossed  and 
recrossed  the  river  in  face  of  the  enemy  show  that  you  possess  all  the 
qualities  of  a  great  army,  which  will  yet  give  victory  to  the  cause  of  the 
country  and  of  popular  governmeni.  Condoling  with  the  mourners  for 
the  dead  and  sympathizing  with  the  severely  wounded,  I  congratulate  you 
that  the  number  of  both  is  comparatively  so  small. 

I  tender  to  you,  officers  and  soldiers,  the  thanks  of  the  nation. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Washington,  January  4,  1863. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Dear  Sir:  As  many  persons  who  come  well  recommended  for  loyalty 
tiud  service  to  the  Union  cause,  and  who  are  refugees  from  rebel  oppres- 
-don  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  make  application  to  me  for  authority  and 
permission  to  remove  their  families  and  property  to  protection  within  the 
Uxiion  lines  by  means  of  our  armed  g^tmboats  on  the  Potomac  River  and 
Chesapeake  Bay,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  hear  and  consider  all  such 
applications  and  to  grant  such  assistance  to  this  class  of  persons  as  in 
your  judgment  their  merits  may  render  proper  and  as  may  in  each  case 
be  consistent  with  the  i>erfect  and  complete  efficiency  of  the  naval  service 
and  with  military  expediency.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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PROCLAMATION. 
By  thb  Prbsident  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  objects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  require  that  the 
Senate  should  be  convened  at  12  o'clock  on  the  4th  of  March  next  to 
receive  and  act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declar- 
ing that  an  extraordinary  occasion  requires  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon 
on  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to  act  as 
members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  Washing- 
r  -|     ton,  the  28th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1863,  and  of  the  Inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM  UNCOI.N. 
By  the  President: 

WiLUAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  March  5,  186s. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

For  the  reasons  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  present  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  persons  named  in  the  accompanying  commimication  for 
confirmation  of  the  rank  which  they  held  at  the  time  they  fell  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  ABRAHAM  UNCOLN. 

War  Department, 

Washington^  March  5, 186^, 
The  Prbsidemt  of  the  United  States. 

Snt:  The  following-named  persons  haying  fallen  in  battle  after  having  received 
appointments  to  the  grades  for  which  they  are  herein  nominated,  I  have  the  honor  to 
propose  that  their  names  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation  of  their  rank, 
at  a  token  of  this  Government's  approbation  of  their  distinguished  merit  This  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  Department  in  similar  cases,  brevet  nominations  and  con- 
firmationt  having  been  made  after  the  decease  of  gallant  officers. 


n 

^ 


1  1 


-I 


^ 


4s 


I 


THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Congress  set  aside  the  bat- 
tlefield as  a  national  burial-ground  for  soldiers ;  and  it  was  at  the  dedication 
of  the  new  national  cemetery  on  November  19,  1863,  that  Lincoln  delivered 
the  address  which  has  forever  afterwards  been  called  by  the  name  of  the 
little  town  in  Pennsylvania.  There  is  some  dispute  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  address  was  prepared,  one  legend  running  that  Lincoln  wrote 
it  in  a  few  minutes  on  the  back  of  an  official  government  envelope  while 
on  the  special  train  which  was  conveying  him  to  the  dedication  ceremonies. 
The  consensus  of  valid  opinion,  however,  indicates  that  the  address  was 
prepared  with  great  care  in  Washington  some  days  before  it  was  delivered, 
although  Lincoln  may  have  slightly  revised  it  on  the  evening  before  or 
the  day  of  the  dedication  itself.  Lincoln  held  a  written  copy  of  his  remarks 
in  his  hand  when  he  rose  to  speak  after  the  two  hours*  address  of  Edward 
Everett,  whose  sonorous  and  polished  phrases  had  mightily  moved  the 
audience  before  him.  The  fewness  and  the  simplicity  of  Lincoln's  immortal 
words,  after  Everett's  lenjjthy  peroration,  could  not  but  engrave  them 
indelibly  on  the  minds  of  those  who   were  privileged  to  hear  them. 
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Indian  agents,  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Tabeguache  band  of  Utah  Indians. 

I  also  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th 
instant,  submitting  the  treaty;  an  extract  from  the  last  annual  report  of 
Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado  Territory,  relating  to  its  negotiation,  and  a 
map  upon  which  is  delineated  the  boundaries  of  the  country  ceded  by  the 
Indians  and  that  retained  for  their  own  use. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December ,  186 j. 
To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1863,  be- 
tween John  P.  Usher,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  Comanche,  Kiowa,  and  Apache  tribes  of 
Indians,  duly  authorized  thereto. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th  instant  accom- 
panics  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  WNCOI.N. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  December,  i86j. 
To  thi.  Senate  of  the  UniUd  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  in  Kansas,  on  the  2d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  New  York  Indians, 
represented  by  duly  authorized  members  of  the  bands  of  said  tribe. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th  instant  accompanies 

the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  December,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  in  Elansas,  on  the  3d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  William  G.  Coffin,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  southern 
superintendency,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Creek  Nation 
of  Indians,  represented  by  its  chiefs. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  the  12th  instant, 
accompanies  the  treaty.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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ExBCUTivE  Mansion, /fl«ttarv  12,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate  conveyed  in  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  1 6th  of  December,  1863,  desiring  any  information  in  my  pos- 
session relative  to  the  alleged  exceptional  treatment  of  Kansas  troops 
when  captured  by  those  in  rebellion,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  reports  from  the 
General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
relative  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

January  20,  1864. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  accordance  with  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
my  approval,  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  A.  Wright,  of  Indiana,  that  patriotic 
and  distinguished  gentleman  repaired  to  Europe  and  attended  the  In- 
ternational Agricultural  Exhibition,  held  at  Hamburg  last  year,  and  has 
since  his  return  made  a  report  to  me,  which,  it  is  believed,  can  not  fail  to 
be  of  general  interest,  and  especially  so  to  the  agricultural  community. 
I  transmit  for  your  consideration  copies  of  the  letters  and  report.  While 
it  appears  by  the  letter  that  no  reimbursement  of  expenses  or  compensa- 
tion was  promised  him,  I  submit  whether  reasonable  allowance  should 
not  be  made  him  for  them.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  ya««arv  21  ^  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  yesterday,  respect- 
ing the  recent  destruction  by  fire  of  the  Church  of  the  Compania  at  San- 
tiago, Chile,  and  the  efforts  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  rescue  the 
victims  of  the  conflagration,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  fanuary  23,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  of  April  last, 
addressed  by  Anson  Burlingame,  esq. ,  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
to  China,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  a  modification  of  the  twenty- 
first  article  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  China  of  the  i8th 
of  June,  1858,  a  printed  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

These  .♦papers  are  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  with 
a  view  to  their  advice  and  consent  being  given  to  the  modification  of 
the  said  twenty-first  article,  as  explained  in  the  said  dispatch  and  its 
accompanimenls.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Washington,  March  14, 1864, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

On  the  25th  day  of  November,  1862,  a  convention  for  the  mutual  ad- 
justment of  claims  pending  between  the  United  States  and  Ecuador  was 
signed  at  Quito  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contracting  parties.  A 
copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 

This  convention,  already  ratified  by  this  Government,  has  been  sent  to 
Quito  for  the  customary  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  it  is  not  doubted 
will  be  promptly  efiFected.  As  the  stipulations  of  the  instrument  require 
that  the  commissioners  who  are  to  be  appointed  pursuant  to  its  provi- 
sions shall  meet  at  Guayaquil  within  ninety  days  after  such  exchange, 
it  is  desirable  that  the  legislation  necessary  to  give  eflFect  to  the  conven- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  should  anticipate  the  usual  course 
of  proceeding. 

I  therefore  invite  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECUTivB  Office, 

Washington,  March  22,  1864., 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  made  and  concluded  in  Washington  City  on  the  i8th  instant  by 
and  between  William  P.  Dole,  Commissioner  of  Indian  AfiFairs,  and  the 
Shawnee  Indians,  represented  by  their  duly  authorized  delegates. 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  a  communication  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  accompany  the  treaty. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  March  24,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation 
to  the  establishment  of  monarchical  governments  in  Central  and  South 
America,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentaHves:  March  29,  1864. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Stuart,  consulting  engineer,  appointed  such  by  me 
upon  invitation  of  the  governor  of  New  York,  according  to  a  law  of  that 
State,  has  made  a  report  upon  the  proposed  improvements  to  pass  gun- 
boats from  tide  water  to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  which 
report  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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[Telegnm.] 

Nashviixb,  Tbnn.,  March  16^  1864—10  a,  m. 
His  BzceUency  the  PrbsidbnT: 

General  Logan  commands  the  corps  referred  to  in  3rour  dispatch.  I  will  see  Gen- 
enl  Sherman  in  a  few  days  and  consolt  him  about  the  transfer,  and  answer. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant'Gtnerui, 

[Telegram.] 

His  Excellency  A.  Lmcow.  Nashviixe,  Tknn.  ,  March  17, 1S64. 

President  of  the  United  StcUes: 

General  Sherman  is  here.  He  consents  to  the  transfer  of  General  Logan  to  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps  and  the  appointment  of  General  P.  P.  Blair  to  the  Pifteenth  Corps. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

[Telegimm.] 

His  BxceUency  A.  Lincow,  Huntsviu^,  Ai^.,  March  26, 1864. 

President  of  the  UniUd  States: 

I  understand  by  the  papers  that  it  is  contemplated  to  make  a  change  of  command- 
ers of  the  Pifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  so  as  to  transfer  me  to  the  Seven- 
teenth. I  hope  this  will  not  be  done.  I  fully  understand  the  organization  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  now,  of  which  I  have  labored  to  complete  the  organization  this  winter. 

Earnestly  hope  that  the  change  may  not  be  made. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General, 
[Telegram.] 

Office  United  States  Miutary  Telegraph, 

IVar  Department, 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  9  a.  m.  March  31, 1864,  from  Cnl- 
peper  Court-House,  11.50  p.  m.,  dated  March  30, 1864: 

"Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

''NashvilU: 

**  General  P.  P.  Blair  will  be  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth  ( 17th)  Corps,  and  not  the 
Fifteenth  ( 15th ).  Assign  General  Joseph  Hooker,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Pres* 
ident,  to  any  other  corps  command  you  may  have,  and  break  up  the  anomaly  of  one 
general  commanding  two  (2)  corps.  ,.^  ^  GRANT 

** Lieutenant-General,  Commanding-,** 

Prom  a  long  dispatch  of  April  2,  1864,  from  General  Sherman  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  presenting  his  plan  for  disposing  the  forces  under  his  command, 
the  following  extracts,  being  the  only  parts  pertinent  to  the  subject  now 
under  consideration,  are  taken: 

After  a  full  consultation  with  all  my  army  commanders,  I  have  settled  down  to  the 
following  conclusions,  to  which  I  would  like  to  have  the  President's  consent  before 
I  make  the  orders: 

Third.  General  McPherson.  ♦  *  *  His  [three]  corps  to  be  commanded  by 
Major-Genexals  Logan,  Blair,  and  Dodge.     *    *    * 
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GSNBRAi*  Orders,  No.  178. 

War  DBPARTBfBNT, 

Adjutant-Generai^'s  Office, 

Washington^  April  23 ^  1864. 

I.  MajoF-General  P.  P.  Blair,  jr.,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

II.  Captain  Andrew  J.  Alexander,  Third  Regiment  United  States  Cavalry,  is  as- 
signed as  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  with  the  rank 
oi  lieutenant-colonel,  under  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

The  foregoing  constitutes  all  sought  by  the  resolution  so  far  as  is 
remembered  or  has  been  found  upon  diUgent  search. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  ^^^  7.  1864. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
dated  April  30,  1864,  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  a  copy 
of  the  opinion  by  the  Attorney-General  on  the  rights  of  colored  persons 
in  the  Army  or  volunteer  service  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the 
accompanying  papers.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Washington,  May  12,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  requesting 
a  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to  a  controversy  between  the  RepubUcs 
of  Chile  and  Bolivia,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 

Washington  ^  May  14  ^  1864, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  accompan3ang  papers,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate  the  reasons,  if  any  exist,  why  the  refugee  Indians  in  the  State  of  Kansas 

are  not  retnmed  to  their  homes.  .  _„  *  tt  a  ^r  t  txtz-^^^t  xt 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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effectual  and  be  duly  enforced  in  and  throughout  the  said  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  that  martial  law  be  for  the  present  established  therein.  I 
do  therefore  hereby  require  of  the  military  officers  in  the  said  State 
that  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  eflFectually  suspended 
within  the  said  State,  according  to  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  and  that 
martial  law  be  estabhshed  therein,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  this 
proclamation,  the  said  suspension  and  estabUshment  of  martial  law  to 
continue  until  this  proclamation  shall  be  revoked  or  modified,  but  not 
beyond  the  period  when  the  said  rebelHon  shall  have  been  suppressed  or 
come  to  an  end.  And  I  do  hereby  require  and  command  as  well  all  mili- 
tary officers  as  all  dvil  officers  and  authorities  existing  or  found  within  the 
said  State  of  Kentucky  to  take  notice  of  this  proclamation  and  to  give 
full  effect  to  the  same. 

The  martial  law  herein  proclaimed  and  the  things  in  tnat  respect 
herein  ordered  will  not  be  deemed  or  taken  to  interfere  with  the  holding 
of  lawful  elections,  or  with  the  proceedings  of  the  constitutional  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky,  or  with  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  courts 
of  law  existing  therein  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  suits  or 
proceedings  which  do  not  affect  the  military  operations  or  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed 
fssAi.  1         ^^^^^  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  5th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^*^*-  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 

By  the  President: 

WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


By  thb  President  of  the  United  States^ 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  at  their  last  session 
adopted  a  concurrent  resolution,  which  was  approved  on  the  2d  day  of 
July  instant  and  which  was  in  the  words  following,  namely: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  appoint  a  day  for  humili- 
ation and  prayr:  by  the  people  of  the  United  States;  that  he  request  his  constitutional 
advisers  at  the  head  of  the  Executive  Departments  to  unite  with  him  as  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  members  of  Congress,  and  all 
magistrates,  all  civil,  military,  and  naval  officers,  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines, 
with  all  loyal  and  law-abiding  people,  to  convene  at  their  usual  places  of  worship,  or 
^wherever  uiey  may  be,  to  confess  and  to  repent  of  their  manifold  sins;  to  implore  the 
oompasnon  uid  forgiveness  of  the  Almighty,  that,  if  consistent  with  His  will,  the  exist- 
inSTf'Bbellion  may  be  8i)eedily  suppressed  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  established  throughout  all  the  States;  to  implore 
1 10 
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States  for  liis  approval  less  than  one  hour  before  the  sine  die  adjourn- 
ment of  said  session,  and  was  not  signed  by  him;  and 

Whereas  the  said  bill  contains,  among  other  things,  a  plan  for  restoring 
the  States  in  rebellion  to  their  proper  practical  relation  in  the  Union, 
which  plan  expresses  the  sense  of  Congress  upon  that  subject,  and  which 
plan  it  is  now  thought  fit  to  lay  before  the  people  for  their  consideration: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  proclaim,'  declare,  and  make  known  that  while  I  am  (as  I  was  in 
December  last,  when,  by  proclamation,  I  propounded  a  plan  for  restora- 
tion) unprepared  by  a  formal  approval  of  this  bill  to  be  inflexibly  com- 
mitted to  any  single  plan  of  restoration,  and  while  I  am  also  unprepared 
to  declare  that  the  free  State  constitutions  and  governments  already 
adopted  and  installed  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana  shall  be  set  aside  and 
held  for  naught,  thereby  repelling  and  discouraging  the  loyal  citizens  who 
have  set  up  the  same  as  to  further  effort,  or  to  declare  a  constitutional 
competency  in  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  States,  but  am  at  the  same 
time  sincerely  hoping  and  expecting  that  a  constitutional  amendment 
abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  nation  may  be  adopted,  nevertheless 
I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  system  for  restoration  contained  in  the  bill 
as  one  very  proper  plan  for  the  loyal  people  of  any  State  choosing  to 
adopt  it,  and  that  I  am  and  at  all  times  shall  be  prepared  to  give  the 
Hxecutive  aid  and  assistance  to  any  such  people  so  soon  as  the  military 
resistance  to  the  United  States  shall  have  been  suppressed  in  any  such 
State  and  the  people  thereof  shall  have  sufliciently  returned  to  their 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
cases  military  governors  will  be  appointed  with  directions  to  proceed 
according  to  the  bill. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  aflSxed. 
TssAL  1         I^iic  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  8th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty- 

^^^*-  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WiLWAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[H.  R.  244,  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  first  sessio  ;.] 

AN  ACT  to  goataiitee  to  certain  States  whose  governments  have  been  usurped  or  overthrown  a 

republican  form  of  government. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  in  the  States  declared  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States  the  President  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  for  each  a  provisional  governor,  whose  pay  and  emoluments  shall  not  exceed 
thatof  a  brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  civil  admin- 
istration of  such  State  until  a  State  government  therein  shall  be  recognized  as  here- 
inafter provided. 
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the  beneficent  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Universe.  And  I  do  further 
recommend  to  my  fellow-citizens  aforesaid  that  on  that  occasion  they 
do  reverently  humble  themselves  in  the  dust  and  from  thence  offer  up 
penitent  and  fervent  prayers  and  supplications  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
Bvents  for  a  return  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace,  union,  and 
harmony  throughout  the  land  which  it  has  pleased  Him  to  assign  as  a 
dwelling  place  for  ourselves  and  for  our  posterity  throughout  all  gener- 
ations. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r-  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  20th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-nmth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WnjjAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


By  thb  Prksidbnt  of  the  United  States  op  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  an  act,  which  was 
approved  on  the  21st  day  of  March  last,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  Nevada  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  and  for 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States; "  and 

Whereas  the  said  constitution  and  State  government  have  been  formed, 
pursuant  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  aforesaid,  and  the  certificate  required  by  the  said  act  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  constitution  and  ordinances  have  been  submitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  said 
State  of  Nevada  is  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

2n  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
rsRAT.  1         I^Jic  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  31st  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1864,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 

eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

Wii^LiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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that  all  loyal  people  do,  on  receipt  of  this  information,  assemble  at  their 
places  of  worship  and  render  special  homage  and  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God  for  this  great  advancement  of  the  national  cause. 

A.  UNCOI<N, 


Gbnbrai«  Orders,  No.  398. 

War  Dbpartmbnt, 
Adjutant-Gbneral's  Office, 

IVashington,  December  21,  1863, 

The  following  joint  resolution  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent* 
atives  of  the  United  States  is  published  to  the  Army: 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  of  thanks  to  Major-General  Ulysses  8.  Grant  and  the  officers  and  soldien 
who  have  fought  under  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  and  providing  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  cause  a  medal  to  he  struck,  to  be  presented  to  Major^eneral  Grant  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Be  U  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  oj 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  presented  to  Major-General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  through  him  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  have  fonght  tinder  his  command  during  this  rebellion,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  battles  in  which  they  have  been  engaged;  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be 
struck,  with  suitable  emblems,  devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Major- 
General  Grant. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved ^  That  when  the  said  medal  shall  have  been 
struck  the  President  shall  cause  a  copy  of  this  joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  on 
parchment,  and  shall  transmit  the  same,  together  with  the  said  medal,  to  Major- 
General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  a  stifficient  sum  of  money  to  carry  this 

resolution  into  effect  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 

otherwise  appropriated. 

SCHUYLER  COLFAX, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

H.  HAMLIN, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  StcUes  and  President  of  the  Senate, 

Approved,  December  17, 1863. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


ExKCUTrvK  Mansion, /a««arv  p,  1864, 

Information  having  been  received  that  Caleb  B.  Smith,  late  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  has  departed  this  life  at  his  residence  in  Indiana,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  exeaitive  buildings  at  the  seat  of  the  Government  be 
drapedinmoumingfor  the  ]>eriod  of  fourteen  days  in  honor  of  his  memory 
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IIL  MaJGr-General  W.  T.  Sherman  is  assigned  to  the  oommand  of  the 
Iditaiy  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  composed  of  the  departments  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  the  Tennessee  and  the  Arkansas. 

IV.  Major-General  J.  B.  McPherson  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

V.  In  relieving  Major-General  Halleck  from  duty  as  General  in  Chief, 
the  President  desires  to  express  his  approbation  and  thanks  for  the  able 
and  zealous  manner  in  which  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  that 
position  have  been  performed. 

^  orfer  of  the  Seoetaiy  of  War:  g  ^  TOWNSEND. 

Assistant  Adjutani^General^ 


EXBOTTIVB  MXlCSIOlf , 

WdskingUm^  March  14^  1864. 

In  order  to  supply  the  force  required  to  be  drafted  for  the  Navy  and  to 
provide  an  adequate  reserve  force  for  all  contingencies,  in  addition  to  the 
500,000  men  called  for  February  i,  1864,  a  call  is  hereby  made  and  a  draft 
ordered  for  200,000  men  for  the  military  service  ^Army,  Navy,  and  Marine 
Corps)  of  the  United  States. 

The  proportional  quotas  for  the  different  wards,  towns,  townships, 
precincts,  or  election  districts,  or  ownties,  will  be  made  known  through 
the  Pio\-osl«Marsha1-General's  Bureau,  and  account  will  be  taken  of  the 
credits  and  deficiencies  on  former  qu'Xas. 

The  15th  day  of  ApriL  1S64.  is  desjniated  as  the  time  uptowfaidi  the 
numbers  required  from  each  ward  <x  a  city,  town,  etc,  maybe  r^'tfil  by 
voluntary  mBsTmrnt,  and  drafts  will  \^  rnaiV-  in  each  ward  of  a  dty, 
town,  etc,  which  shall  not  bare  fljtri  tbs:  quota  a^gned  to  it  withtn  the 
time  designated  for  the  rrr-^^^  z^f^nrtfi  to  fill  said  cnotasu  The  dnfts 
win  be  oaonneDCtti  as  kcc  after  xlut  i  fth  of  April  as  practicable. 

The  Goranoeir  locntaes  as  now  paii  ox:*i:vyt  tatfl  April  i,  1^64,  at 
whidi  time  the  adiftioca!  Vicndes  Cftast.  On  inti  after  that  <2ate  $100 
bounty  only  win  be  paad,  as  prcmdedby  the  act  apcarTrssiJrly^^,  i^i 

AB&AHAJii  USCfAJS. 


to  the  czpcrtzboc  ct  rre  srxi  fr-jc:  tie  Tzftisi  5rar.*^  te  ic  ^acjszAA 
as  to  profcSzr  tic  ezyx^trrwi  '.c  ill  -ia:««*  ',c  ?g>,*ri  pnniaccg  £r 
part  of  the  Urftfijf  Srirja  •---  azr.  i'X'^i^  yjr^  'i^ltxtj:  t23E:  =a 
Sihed.  or  packef  r:  stt  ^jir,*  -x  T*rr7t.'rT  '-rx^Jiz^zig  tc  tic  ? 
may  be  expected  frua  icy  vxt  ^c  sar-i  zcsr  *:  -.r  T*rr=-^rj 
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BxKCUTivK  Mansion, 

Washington^  May  i3^  1864, 
Bfajor-Geaeral  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  at  New  York: 

Whereas  there  has  been  wickedly  and  traitorously  printed  and  pub- 
lished this  morning  in  the  New  York  World  and  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce,  newspapers  printed  and  published  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
a  false  and  spurious  proclamation  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  publication 
is  of  a  treasonable  nature,  designed  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies 
of  the  United  States  and  to  the  rebels  now  at  war  against  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  aiders  and  abettors,  you  are  therefore  hereby  commanded 
forthwith  to  arrest  and  imprison  in  any  fort  or  military  prison  in  your 
command  the  editors,  proprietors,  and  publishers  of  the  aforesaid  news- 
papers, and  all  such  persons  as,  after  public  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
falsehood  of  said  publication,  print  and  publish  the  same  with  intent 
to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy;  and  you  will  hold  the  persons  so 
arrested  in  close  custody  until  they  can  be  brought  to  trial  before  a  mili- 
tary commission  for  their  offense.  You  will  also  take  possession  by 
military  force  of  the  printing  establishments  of  the  New  York  World 
and  Journal  of  Commerce,  and  hold  the  same  until  further  orders,  and 
prohibit  any  further  publication  therefrom.  a    t  t^qoLN 

ExBCunvB  Mansion,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the  four  persons  whose 
names  follow,  to  wit,  Hon.  Clement  C.  Clay,  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Pro- 
fessor James  P.  Holcombe,  George  N.  Sanders,  shall  have  safe  conduct  to 
the  dty  of  Washington  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Horace  Greeley,  and 
shall  be  exempt  from  arrest  or  annoyance  of  any  kind  from  any  officer  of 
the  United  States  during  their  journey  to  the  said  city  of  Washington. 

By  order  of  the  President:  JOHN  HAY 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

ExBCUTrvB  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  18,  1864,. 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Any  proposition  which  embraces  the  restoration  of  peace,  the  integrity 
of  the  whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of  slavery,  and  which  comes 
by  and  with  an  authority  that  can  control  the  armies  now  at  war  against 
the  United  States,  will  be  received  and  considered  by  the  executive  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  will  be  met  by  liberal  terms  on  other 
substantial  and  collateral  points;  and  the  bearer  or  bearers  thereof  shall 
have  safe  conduct  both  ways.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Mobile,  and  the  reduction  of  Fort  Powell,  Fort  Gaines,  and  Fort  Mor- 
gan, and  the  glorious  achievements  of  the  army  under  Major-General 
Sherman  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the  city 
of  Atlanta,  call  for  devout  acknowledgment  to  the  Supreme  Being,  in 
whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  is  therefore  requested  that 
on  next  Sunday,  in  all  places  of  public  worship  in  the  United  States, 
thanksgiving  be  offered  to  Him  for  His  mercy  in  preserving  our  national 
existence  against  the  insurgent  rebels  who  so  long  have  been  waging  a 
cruel  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  its  over- 
throw; and  also  that  prayer  be  made  for  the  divine  protection  to  our 
brave  soldiers  and  their  leaders  in  the  field,  who  have  so  often  and  so  gal- 
lantly periled  their  Uves  in  battling  with  the  enemy,  and  for  blessing  and 
comfort  from  the  Father  of  Mercies  to  the  sick,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
and  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  service 
of  their  country;  and  that  He  will  continue  to  uphold  the  Govermnent  of 
the  United  States  against  all  the  efforts  of  public  enemies  and  secret  foes. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExBCUTivE  Mansion,  September  j,  1864. 

The  national  thanks  are  tendered  by  the  President  to  Admiral  Farra- 
gut  and  Major-General  Canby  for  the  skill  and  harmony  with  which 
the  recent  operations  in  Mobile  Harbor  and  against  Fort  Powell,  Fort 
Gaines,  and  Fort  Morgan  were  planned  and  carried  into  execution;  also 
to  Admiral  Farragut  and  Major-General  Granger,  under  whose  immedi- 
ate command  they  were  conducted,  and  to  the  gallant  commanders  on  sea 
and  land,  and  to  the  sailors  and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  operations,  for 
their  energy  and  courage,  which,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  have 
been  crowned  with  brilliant  success  and  have  won  for  them  the  applause 
and  thanks  of  the  nation.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECUTrvB  Mansion, 
Washington  City^  September  10^  1864. 

The  term  of  one  hundred  days  for  which  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio 
volunteered  having  expired,  the  President  directs  an  official  acknowledg- 
ment to  be  made  of  their  patriotic  and  valuable  services  during  the  recent 
campaigns.  The  term  of  service  of  their  enlistment  was  short,  but  dis- 
tinguished by  memorable  events.  In  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  on 
the  Peninsula,  in  the  operations  on  the  James  River,  around  Petersburg 

and  Richmond,  in  the  battle  of  Monocacy,  and  in  the  intrenchments  of 
Washington,  and  in  other  important  service,  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio 

performed  with  alacrity  the  duty  of  patriotic  volunteers,  for  which  they 

are  entitled  to  and  are  hereby  tendered,  through  the  governor  of  their 

State,  the  national  thanks. 


Abraham  Lincoln  3442 

V.  Generals  commanding  military  districts  and  commandants  of  mili- 
tary posts  and  detachments,  and  officers  commanding  fleets,  flotillas,  and 
gunboats,  will  give  safe  conduct  to  persons  and  products,  merchandise, 
and  other  articles  duly  authorized  as  aforesaid,  and  not  contraband  of  war 
or  prohibited  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  or  the  orders  of  such  gen- 
erals commanding,  or  other  duly  authorized  military  or  naval  officer,  made 
in  pursuance  thereof;  and  all  persons  hindering  or  preventing  such  safe 
conduct  of  persons  or  property  will  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  military  offense 
and  punished  accordingly. 

VI.  Any  person  transporting  or  attempting  to  transport  any  merchan- 
dise or  other  articles,  except  in  pursuance  of  reg^ulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treastiry  dated  July  29, 1864,  or  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  or  trans- 
porting or  attempting  to  transport  any  merchandise  or  other  articles  con- 
traband of  war  or  forbidden  by  any  order  of  the  War  Department,  will 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  military  offense  and  punished  accordingly;  and  all 
products  of  insurrectionary  States  found  i7i  transitu  to  any  other  person 
or  place  than  a  purchasing  agent  and  a  designated  place  of  purchase  shall 
be  seized  and  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  except  such  as  may  be  mov- 
ing to  a  loyal  State  under  duly  authorized  permits  of  a  proper  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  as  prescribed  by  Regulation  XXXVIII,  con- 
cerning ''commercial  intercourse,"  dated  July  29,  1864,  or  such  as  may 
have  been  found  abandoned  or  have  been  captured  and  are  moving  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  March  12,  1863. 

VII.  No  military  or  naval  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  person  in  the 
military  or  naval  service,  nor  any  dvil  officer,  except  such  as  are  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  shall  engage  in  trade  or  traffic  in  the  products  of  in- 
surrectionary States,  or  furnish  transportation  therefor,  under  pain  of 
being  deemed  guilty  of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy  and  punished 
accordingly. 

VIII.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  make  such  general  orders  or  regula- 
tions as  will  insure  the  proper  observance  and  execution  of  this  order, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  give  instructions  to  officers  command- 
ing fleets,  flotillas,  and  gunboats  in  conformity  therewith. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

ExECUTivB  Mansion, 
Washington ^  October  /,  186^, 

Special  Executive  Order  Returning  Thanks  to  the  Volun- 
teers FOR  One  Hundred  Days  from  the  States  of  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin. 

The  term  of  one  hundred  days  for  which  volunteers  from  the  States 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin  volunteered,  under  the  call  of 
their  respective  governors,  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  to  aid  in  the 
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ExBcuTivB  Mansion, 
Washington,  December  j,  1864.. 

A  war  steamer,  called  the  Funayma  Solace,  having  been  built  in  this 
oonntry  for  the  Japanese  Government  and  at  the  instance  of  that  Govern- 
ment, it  is  deemed  to  comport  with  the  public  interest,  in  view  of  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  that  Empire, 
that  the  steamer  should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  Japan.  If,  however, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  ascertain  that  the  steamer  is  adapted  to 
our  service,  he  is  authorized  to  purchase  her,  but  the  purchase  money  will 
be  held  in  trust  toward  satisfying  any  valid  claims  which  may  be  presented 
by  the  Japanese  on  account  of  the  construction  of  the  steamer  and  the 
&uluie  to  deliver  the  same,  as  above  set  forth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCX)LN. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

December  6,  1864 

FeUoiihCiHzens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

Again  the  blessings  of  health  and  abundant  harvests  claim  our  pro- 
foundest  gratitude  to  Almighty  God. 

The  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs  is  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Mexico  continues  to  be  a  theater  of  civil  war.  While  our  political  re- 
lations with  that  country  have  undergone  no  change,  we  have  at  the  same 
time  strictly  maintained  neutrality  between  the  belligerents. 

At  the  request  of  the  States  of  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua,  a  competent 
engineer  has  been  authorized  to  make  a  survey  of  the  river  San  Juan  and 
the  port  of  San  Juan.  It  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  for  a  moment  excited  some  political  apprehensions  and 
caused  a  closing  of  the  interoceanic  transit  route  have  been  amicably 
adjusted,  and  that  there  is  a  good  prospect  that  the  route  will  soon  be 
reopened  with  an  increase  of  capacity  and  adaptation.  We  could  not 
exaggerate  either  the  commercial  or  the  political  importance  of  that  great 
improvement. 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  an  important  South  American  State  not 
to  acknowledge  the  directness,  frankness,  and  cordiality  with  which  the 
United  States  of  Colombia  have  entered  into  intimate  relations  with  this 
Government.  A  claims  convention  has  been  constituted  to  complete  the 
unfinished  work  of  the  one  which  closed  its  session  in  1861. 

The  new  liberal  constitution  of  Venezuela  having  gone  into  effect  with 
the  universal  acquiescence  of  the  people,  the  Government  under  it  has 
been  recognized  and  diplomatic  intercourse  with  it  has  opened  in  a  cordial 
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istered  during  the  last  year.  The  legislation  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress has  beneficially  affected  the  revenues,  although  su£Bcient  time  has 
not  yet  elapsed  to  experience  the  full  effect  of  several  of  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  of  Congress  imposing  increased  taxation. 

The  receipts  during  the  year  from  all  sources,  upon  the  basis  of  war- 
rants signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  including  loans  and  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1863,  were  $1 ,394,796,007.62, 
and  the  aggregate  disbursements,  upon  the  same  basis,  were  $1,298,056,- 
101.89,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  as  shown  by  warrants,  ol 

$96,739,905.73. 

Deduct  from  these  amounts  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public 

debt  redeemed  and  the  amount  of  issues  in  substitution  therefor,  and  the 

actual  cash  operations  of  the  Treasury  were:  Receipts,  $884,076,646.57; 

disbursements,  $865,234,087.86;   which  leaves  a  cash  balance  in  the 

Treasury  of  $18,842,558.71. 

Of  the  receipts  there  were  derived  from  customs  $102,316,152.99,  from 

lands  $588,333.29,  from  direct  taxes  $475,648.96,  from  internal  revenue 

$109,741,134.10,  from  miscellaneous  sources  $47,5^1,448. 10,  and  from 

loans  applied  to  actual  expenditures,  including  former  balance,  $623,- 

443,929.13. 

There  were  disbursed  for  the  dvil  service  $27,505,599.46,  for  pensions 

and  Indians  $7,517,930.97,  for  the  War  Department  $690,791,842.97,  for 

the  Nav}'^  Department  $85,733,292.77,  for  interest  on  the  public  debt 

$53,685,421.69,  making  an  aggregate  of  $865,234,087.86  and  leaving  a 

balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $18,842,558.71,  as  before  stated. 

For  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  first  quarter  and  the 
estimated  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  three  remaining  quarters  of 
the  current  fiscal  year,  and  the  general  operations  of  the  Treasury  in 
detail,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I 
concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  the  proportion  of  moneys  required 
to  meet  the  expenses  consequent  upon  the  war  derived  from  taxation 
should  be  still  further  increased;  and  I  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to 
this  subject,  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  such  additional  legislation  as 
shall  be  required  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  Secretary. 

The  public  debt  on  the  ist  day  of  July  last,  as  appears  by  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  amounted  to  $1,740,690,489.49.  Probably,  should  the 
wai'  continue  for  another  year,  that  amount  may  be  increased  by  not  far 
from  five  hundred  millions.  Held,  as  it  is,  for  the  most  part  by  our  own 
people,  it  has  become  a  substantial  branch  of  national,  though  private, 
property.  For  obvious  reasons  the  more  nearly  this  property  can  be 
distributed  among  all  the  people  the  better.  To  favor  such  general  dis- 
tribution, greater  inducements  to  become  owners  might,  perhaps,  with 
good  effect  and  without  injiuy  be  presented  to  persons  of  limited  means. 
With  this  view  I  suggest  whether  it  might  not  be  both  competent  and 
expedient  for  Congress  to  provide  that  a  limited  amount  of  some  future 
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The  genera),  exhibit  of  the  Navy,  including  vessels  tinder  construction 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1864,  shows  a  total  of  671  vessels,  carrying  4,610 
guns,  and  of  510,396  tons,  being  an  actual  increase  during  the  year,  over 
and  above  all  losses  by  shipwreck  or  in  battle,  of  83  vessels,  167  guns,  and 
42,427  tons. 

The  total  number  of  men  at  this  time  in  the  naval  service,  including 
oflScers,  is  about  5 1 ,000. 

There  have  been  captured  by  the  Navy  during  the  year  324  vessels, 
and  the  whole  number  of  naval  captures  since  hostilities  commenced  is 
1,379,  of  which  267  are  steamers. 

The  gross  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  condemned  prize  property 
thus  far  reported  amount  to  $14,396,250.51.  A  large  amount  of  such 
proceeds  is  still  under  adjudication  and  yet  to  be  reported. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  Navy  Department  of  every  description, 
including  the  cost  of  the  immense  squadrons  that  have  been  called  into 
existence  from  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  to  the  ist  of  November,  1864, 
is  $238,647,262.35. 

Your  favorable  consideration  is  invited  to  the  various  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  especially  in  regard  to  a  navy-yard 
and  suitable  establishment  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  iron  ves- 
sels and  the  machinery  and  armature  for  our  ships,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  my  last  aimual  message. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  views  expressed  in  the  report  in 
relation  to  the  legislation  of  Congress  at  its  last  session  in  respect  to  prize 
on  otu-  inland  waters. 

I  cordially  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the 
propriety  of  creating  the  new  rank  of  vice-admiral  in  our  naval  service. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General  for 
a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  and  financial  condition  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department. 

The  postal  revenues  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1864,  amounted  to 
$12,438,253.78  and  the  expenditures  to  $12,644,786.20,  the  excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  being  $206,652.42. 

The  views  presented  by  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  subject  of  spe- 
cial grants  by  the  Government  in  aid  of  the  establishment  of  new  lines 
of  ocean  mail  steamships  and  the  policy  he  recommends  for  the  develop- 
ment of  increased  commercial  intercourse  with  adjacent  and  neighboring 
countries  should  receive  the  careful  consideration  of  Congress. 

It  is  of  noteworthy  interest  that  the  steady  expansion  of  population, 
improvement,  and  governmental  institutions  over  the  new  and  unoccu- 
pied portions  of  our  country  have  scarcely  been  checked,  much  less  im- 
peded or  destroyed,  by  our  great  civil  war,  which  at  first  glance  would 
seem  to  have  absorbed  almost  the  entire  energies  of  the  nation. 

The  organization  and  admission  of  the  State  of  Nevada  has  been  com- 
pleted in  conformity  with  law,  and  thus  our  excellent  system  is  firmly 
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the  Indians  there  will  be  attended  with  reasonable  success.  Much  yet 
remains  to  be  done  to  provide  for  the  proper  government  of  the  Indians 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  to  render  it  secure  for  the  advancing  set- 
tler, and  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian.  The  Secretary  re- 
iterates his  recommendations,  and  to  them  the  attention  of  Congress  is 
in\dted. 

The  liberal  provisions  made  by  Congress  for  pa3dng  pensions  to  inva- 
lid soldiers  ^d  sailors  of  the  Republic  and  to  the  widows,  orphans,  and 
dependent  mothers  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battle  or  died  of  disease 
contracted  or  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  their  country  have  been 
diligently  administered.  There  have  been  added  to  the  pension  rolls  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June  last  the  names  of  16,770  invalid 
soldiers  and  of  271  disabled  seamen,  making  the  present  number  of  army 
invalid  pensioners  22,767  and  of  navy  invalid  pensioners  712. 

Of  widows,  orphans,  and  mothers  22,198  have  been  placed  on  the 
army  pension  rolls  and  248  on  the  navy  rolls.  The  present  number 
of  army  pensioners  of  this  class  is  25,433  and  of  navy  pensioners  793. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  Revolutionary  pensioners 
was  1,430.  Only  12  of  them  were  soldiers,  of  whom  7  have  since  died. 
The  remainder  are  those  who  under  the  law  receive  pensions  because  of 
relationship  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.  During  the  year  ending  the  30th 
of  June,  1864,  $4,504,616.92  have  been  paid  to  pensioners  of  all  classes. 

I  cheerfully  commend  to  your  continued  patronage  the  benevolent  insti- 
tutions of  the  District  of  Columbia  which  have  hitherto  been  established 
or  fostered  by  Congress,  and  respectfully  refer  for  information  concerning 
them  and  in  relation  to  the  Washington  Aqueduct,  the  Capitol,  and  other 
matters  of  local  interest  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  Agricultural  Department,  under  the  supervision  of  its  present  ener- 
getic and  faithful  head,  is  rapidly  commending  itself  to  the  great  and 
vital  interest  it  was  created  to  advance  It  is  peculiarly  the  people's 
Department,  in  which  they  feel  more  directly  concerned  than  in  any  other. 
I  commend  it  to  the  continued  attention  and  fostering  care  of  Congress. 

The  war  continues.  Since  the  last  annual  message  all  the  important 
lines  and  positions  then  occupied  by  our  forces  have  been  maintained  and 
our  arms  have  steadily  advanced,  thus  liberating  the  regions  left  in  rear, 
so  that  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  parts  of  other  States  have 
again  produced  reasonably  fair  crops. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  military  operations  of  the  year 
16  General  Sherman's  attempted  march  of  300  miles  directly  through 
the  insiu-gent  region.  It  tends  to  show  a  great  increase  of  otu*  relative 
strength  that  our  General  in  Chief  should  feel  able  to  confront  and  hold 
in  check  every  active  force  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  to  detach  a  well- 
appointed  large  army  to  move  on  such  an  expedition.  The  result  not 
yet  being  known,  conjecture  in  regard  to  it  is  not  here  indulged. 

Important  movements  have  also  occurred  during  the  year  to  the  effect 
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heretofore  said  as  to  slavery.  I  repeat  the  declaration  made  a  year  ago, 
that  "while  I  remain  in  my  present  position  I  shall  not  attempt  to  retract 
or  modify  the  emancipation  proclamation,  nor  shall  I  rettun  to  slavery 
any  person  who  is  free  by  the  terms  of  that  proclamation  or  by  any  of  the 
acts  of  Congress."  If  the  people  should,  by  whatever  mode  or  means, 
make  it  an  Executive  duty  to  reenslave  such  persons,  another,  and  not  I, 
must  be  their  instrument  to  perform  it. 

In  stating  a  single  condition  of  peace  I  mean  simply  to  say  that  the  war 
will  cease  on  the  part  of  the  Government  whenever  it  shall  have  ceased 
on  the  part  of  those  who  began  it. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 


VMe  showing  the  aggregate  votes  in  the  States  named  at  the  Presidential  elecHaus 

respectively^  in  i860  and  1864, 


California 

Connecticnt 

Delaware 

niinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kentucky 
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Maryland 

Maaaachusetts. . . 

Michigan 
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liiaaoari 

Mew  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode  Island.  . . 
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West  Virginia... 
Wiaoonsin..  .... 
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Nevada 
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Net  increase 
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16.039 

339.693 
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128.331 

146,  a  16' 
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X69.533 
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34.799 
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65.953 
121,  i?5 

675.156 

443.441 
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476,44a 

19.931 
42,844 
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152,180 


3»  871^222 


1864. 


*  110, 000 

86,6x6 

16.924 
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143.331 

•91. 300 

115.141 

72, 7t^ 

175.487 

162,413 

42,534 

*9(\ooo 

69*111 
128,680 

730*664 

470.745 

1 14. 410 

572,697 

22.187 

55.811 

33.874 

148,513 


3,982,011 


17.234 
16,528 


33.762 
3.982,0x1 


4.015.773 
3,870^222 


I4S.S51 


*  Nearly. 


t  Rstimated. 
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Washington  City,  December  5,  186^. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
2ist  April,  1864,  which  enacts  "that  any  officer  in  the  naval  service,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced  not 
exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade  for  distinguished  conduct  in 
battle  or  extraordinary  heroism,"  I  recommend  Commander  William  H. 
Macomb,  United  States  Navy,  for  advancement  in  his  grade  ten  num- 
bers, to  take  rank  next  after  Commander  William  Ronckendorff ,  for  dis- 
tinguished conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Pljrmouth,  N.  C. ,  with 
^ts  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc,  on  the  31st  October,  1864,  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  naval  division  under  his  command.  The  affair  was  executed 
in  a  most  creditable  manner.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington  City,  December  5, 1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  2ist  April,  1864,  which  enacts  "  that  any  officer  in  the  naval  service, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced 
not  exceeding  thirty  numbers  in  his  own  grade  for  distinguished  con- 
duct in  battle  or  extraordinary  heroism,"  I  recommend  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander James  S.  Thornton,  United  States  Navy,  the  executive  officer  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  for  advancement  in  his  grade  ten 
numbers,  to  take  rank  next  after  Lieutenant-Commander  William  D. 
Whiting,  for  his  good  conduct  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the 
brilliant  action  with  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama^  which  led  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  vessel  on  the  19th  June,  1864. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  7,  1864,. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  yesterday,  requesting  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  aid  furnished  to  the  rebellion  by  British  subjects,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by  which 
it  was  accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  December  ij,  1864. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration  with  a  view  to  ratification, 
**a  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Honduras, ' '  signed  by  their  respec- 
tive plenipotentiaries  at  Comayagua  on  the  4th  of  July  (1864)  last. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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ExBcuTivB  Mansion, 

Washington  y  January  77,  1865. 
To  the  Senate  cf  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  at  the  Isabella  Indian  Reservation,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  on  the  i8th  day  of  October,  1864,  between  H.  J.  Alvord,  spe- 
cial commissioner,  and  D.  C.  Leach,  United  States  Indian  agent,  acting 
as  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  and 
headmen  of  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw,  Swan  Creek,  and  Black  River, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  parties  to  the  treaty  of  August  2, 1855,  with 
amendments. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  12th  instant  and  a  copy 
of  a  communication  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  with  inclosure,  accompany  the  treaty. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Hon.  H.  Hamlin,  Washington,  D.  C,  January  31,  1865. 

President  oj  the  Senate: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cover- 
ing papers  bearing  on  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Colonel  Richard  T. 
Jacobs,  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  Colonel  Frank 
Wolford,  one  of  the  Presidential  electors  of  that  State,  requested  by  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  dated  December  20, 1864. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  4,  1865, 
To  the  Senate  oJ  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  ultimo, 
requesting  information  upon  the  present  condition  of  Mexico  and  the 
case  of  the  French  war  transport  steamer  Rhine,  I  transmit  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  8,  1865, 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  4th  instant  addressed  by 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  a  sword  which  it  is  proposed  to  present  to 
Captain  Henry  S.  Stellwagen,  commanding  the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stitution, as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  his  services  to  the  British  brigantine 
Mersey.  The  ekpedienc}'^  of  sanctioning  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  is 
submitted  to  your  consideration.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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I  have  no  disposition  to  find  obstacles  in  forms,  and  am  willing:,  now  as  hereto- 
fore, to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  am  ready  to  send  a 
commission  whenever  I  have  reason  to  suppose  it  will  be  received,  or  to  receive  a 
commission  if  the  United  States  Government  shall  choose  to  send  one.  That  not- 
withstanding the  rejection  of  om*  former  offers,  I  would,  if  you  could  promise  that  a 
commissioner,  minister,  or  other  agent  would  be  received,  appoint  one  immediately, 
and  renew  the  effort  to  enter  into  conference  with  a  view  to  secure  peace  to  the 
two  countries. 

Yours,  etc.,  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Afterwards,  and  with  the  view  that  it  should  be  shown  to  Mr.  Davis,  I 
wrote  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Blair  a  letter,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

F.  P.  Bi^iR,  Esq.  WASHINGTON, /a«i^rK  iB,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter'  to  you  of  the  I3th  instant,  you 
may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to 
receive  any  agent  whom  he  or  any  other  influential  person  now  resisting  the  national 
authority  may  informally  send  to  me  with  the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people 
of  our  one  common  country. 

Yours,  etc.,  ^  UNCOLN. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Blair  dictated  for  and  authorized  me  to  make  an  entry 

on  the  back  of  my  retained  copy  of  the  letter  last  above  recited,  which 

entry  is  as  follows: 

January  28,  1865. 

To-day  Mr.  Blair  teUs  me  that  on  the  2i8t  instant  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Davis  the 
origiral  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  and  left  it  with  him;  that  at  the  time  of  de- 
livering it  Mr.  Davis  read  it  over  twice  in  Mr.  Blair's  presence,  at  the  close  of  which 
he  (Mr.  Blair)  remarked  that  the  part  about  "our  one  common  country**  related  to 
the  part  of  Mr.  Davis's  letter  about  **the  two  countries,**  to  which  Mr.  Davis  replied 
that  he  so  understood  it.  .    LINCOLN 

Afterwards  the  Secretary  of  War  placed  in  my  hands  the  following 
telegram,  indorsed  by  him,  as  appears: 

Oppicb  Unitbd  States  Miutarv  Tbi«bgraph, 

War  Department, 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  January  29, 1865,  from  headquar^ 
ters  Army  of  James,  6.30  p.  m.,  January  29, 1865: 

"Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

"  Secretary  of  War: 

"The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Major-General  Parke,  who  refers  it  to 
me  for  my  action.     I  refer  it  to  you  in  Lieutenant-General  Grant's  absence. 

"E.  O.  C.  ORD,  Major-General,  Commanding.'* 

'Headquarters  Army  op  Potomac, 
Major^neral  E.  O.  C.  Ord.  ^Januaty  29,  1863-4  P.  «• 

*  Headquarters  Army  of  James: 

*The  following  dispatch  is  forwarded  tx)  you  for  your  action.  Since  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  General  Grant's  having  had  any  understanding  of  this  kind,  I  refer 
the  matter  to  you  as  the  ranking  officer  present  in  the  two  armies. 

*JNO.  G.  PARKE,  Major-General,  Commanding.' 
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and  to  whom  4^vcrcd-  Receive  their  answer  in  writing,  waiting  a  reasonable  time 
for  it,  and  which,  if  it  contain  their  decision  to  come  through  without  farther  con- 
dition, will  be  your  warrant  to  ask  General  Ord  to  pass  them  through,  as  directed  in 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  him.  If  by  their  answer  they  decline  to  come, 
or  propose  other  terms,  do  not  have  them  pass  through.  And  this  being  your  whole 
duty,  return  and  report  to  me.  .    LINCOLN 

City  Point,  Va*,  February  /,  i86s. 
Messrs.  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  J.  A.  Campbeix,  and  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Gentlemen;  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  place  this 
paper  in  your  hands,  with  the  information  that  if  you  pass  through  the  United  States 
military  lines  it  will  be  tmderstood  that  you  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  an  informal  con- 
ference on  the  basis  of  the  letter  a  copy  of  which  is  on  the  reverse  side  of  this  sheet, 
and  that  if  you  choose  to  pass  on  such  understanding,  and  so  notify  me  in  writing,  I 
will  procure  the  commanding  general  to  pass  you  through  the  lines  and  to  Portress 
Monroe  tmder  such  military  precautions  as  he  may  deem  prudent,  and  at  which 
place  you  will  be  met  in  due  time  by  some  person  or  persons  for  the  purpose  of 
such  informal  conference;  and,  further,  that  you  shall  have  protection,  safe  conduct, 
and  safe  return  in  all  events.  THOMAS  T.  ECKERT. 

Major  and  Aid-dt-Camp. 

F.  P.  BLiOR,  Esq.  Washington.  y««««»y  i8, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  having  shown  me  Mr.  Davis's  letter  to  you  of  the  12th  instant,  you 
may  say  to  him  that  I  have  constantly  been,  am  now,  and  shall  continue  ready  to 
receive  any  agent  whom  he  or  any  other  influential  person  now  resisting  the  national 
authority  may  informally  send  to  me  with  the  view  of  securing  peace  to  the  people 
of  our  one  common  country. 

Yours,  etc.,  ^  LINCOLN. 

Afterwards,  but  before  Major  Eckert  had  departed,  the  following  dis- 
patch was  received  from  General  Grant: 

Office  United  States  Military  Telegraph, 

War  Department, 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  January  31, 1865,  from  City  Point, 
Va.,  10.30  a.  m.,  January  30, 1865: 

••  His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

'''^  President  of  the  United  States: 

'*The  following  communication  was  received  here  last  evening: 

'Petersburg,  Vk,^  January  jo,  186$. 
•Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

*  Commanding  Armies  United  States, 

'  Sir  :  We  desire  to  pass  your  lines  under  safe  conduct,  and  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington to  hold  a  conference  with  President  Lincoln  upon  the  subject  of  the  existing 
war,  and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  upon  what  terms  it  may  be  terminated,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  course  indicated  by  him  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Blair  of  January  18,  1865, 
of  which  we  presume  you  have  a  copy;  and  if  not,  we  wish  to  see  you  in  person,  if 
convenient,  and  to  confer  with  you  upon  the  subject. 

•  Very  respectfully,  yours,  .  ALKXANDER  H.  STEPIIEXa 

'J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
*R.  M.  T.  HUNTER.* 
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You  will  inform  them  that  all  propositions  of  theirs  not  inconsistent  with  the  above 
will  be  considered  and  passed  upon  in  a  spirit  of  sincere  liberality.  You  will  hear 
all  they  may  choose  to  say  and  report  it  to  me. 

You  will  not  assume  to  definitely  consummate  anything. 

Yours,  etc..  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

On  the  day  of  its  date  the  following  telegram  was  sent  to  General 

Grant: 

War  Dbpartment, 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  /,  1865, 

Licutenant<>eneral  Grant,  (^"^  *^  9-3°  ^  ^  > 

City  Pointy  Va.: 

Let  nothing  which  is  transpiring  change,  hinder,  or  delay  your  military  movements 
^  P^*^-  A.  LINCOLN. 

Afterwards  the  following  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Grant: 

Office  United  States  Miutarv  Tei*E6rafh, 

War  Department, 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  2.30  p.  m.  February  i,  1865,  from 
City  Point,  Va.,  February  i,  12.30  p.  m.,  1865: 

•*  His  Excellency  A.  LiNCOUf , 

**  President  United  States: 

•*  Your  dispatch  received.  There  will  be  no  armistice  in  consequence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Stephens  and  others  within  our  lines.  The  troops  are  kept  in  readiness 
to  move  at  the  shortest  notice  if  occasion  should  justify  it. 

**U.  S.  GRANT,  Lieutenant-General:' 

To  notify  Major  Eckert  that  the  Secretary  of  State  would  be  at  Fortress 

Monroe,  and  to  put  them  in  communication,  the  following  dispatch  was 

sent: 

War  Department, 

Major  T.  T.  EcKERT.  Washington,  D.  C,  February  /,  i86s. 

Care  of  General  Grants  City  Point,  Va,: 

Call  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  put  yourself  under  direction  of  Mr.  S.,  whom  you  will 

fi°^  ^^^^-  A.  LINCOLN. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  the  following  teleg^rams  were  received 
by  me  respectively  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Major  Eckert: 

Fort  ^owBsm,\K,, February  1,186^— 11, jop,m. 
The  President  op  the  United  States: 
Arrived  at  10  this  evening.    Richmond  party  not  here.    I  remain  here. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

His  ExceUency  A.  Lincoln.  ^^  P^"^'  ^^^  ^'^"""^  '^  1863-10  p.  m. 

President  of  the  United  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  delivery  of  your  communication  and  my  letter  at 
4.15  this  afternoon,  to  which  I  received  a  reply  at  6  p.  m.,  but  not  satisfactory. 


^-1^-t^  y' ';^?uw^<..,^.^Lt;tta  x^fi^^^a^  ;^*w>:tve.^  ^ 

/.K^^v^         ^-^^'^'^^  ^^^-^   ^^«^ 

7youo^>u«^  o^'ty^J^  -^5ru«^    o-mx*^  A>-*^,  dfc'K-^  "^-Ki/  ^^^-uC^^K/w  ^^O'x^oCe/ 


FACSF^fII.I•:_PRK.SII)K.VT  J.INCOI.N-S  LETTKR  TO  MRS.  HIXRY 


THE    BIXBY    LETTER. 

Than  the  famous  letter  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  Mrs.  Bixby,  nothing 
reveals  better  Lincoln's  tenderness,  his  sadness  at  the  sacrifices  demanded 
by  the  war,  his  adamantine  love  of  the  Union,  and  his  ever-throbbing 
humaneness.  The  simple  but  pulsating  words  with  which  he  conimis<Tatcd 
the  martyred  widow  who  had  given  all  her  sons  over  to  death  that  ihe  I'nion 
might  be  undivided  have  made  the  "Bixby  Letter"  a  classic  which  is  lU- 
tingly  placed  by  the  side   of  the   immortal    (leiiysburg   address. 


■! 
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War  I^ASTiiBziT, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  /86s. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward.  (Sent  at  9  a.  hl) 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va,: 
Induced  by  a  diqxttch  from  General  Gnuit,  I  join  jcra  at  Fort  Monroe  as  soon  as  I 

"^  "^"""^  A.  UNCOLN. 

Before  starting,  the  foUowing  dispatch  was  shown  me.    I  proceeded. 


Oppics  Uniticd  States  Uizjtary  Telegraph, 

War  Detriment. 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washii^gton  Petjraaxy  3, 1865,  from  City  Point, 
Va.,  9  a.  m.,  February  3, 1865: 

*'Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

'^Secretary  of  State,  Fort  Monroe: 

"The  gentlemen  here  have  accepted  the  proposed  terms,  and  will  leave  for  Fdrt 

Btonroe  at  9.30  a.m.  "U.  S.  GRANT, 

^^Lieutenant^eneral.** 
{Copy  to  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington.) 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  I  reached  Hampton  Roads,  found  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  Major  Kckert  on  a  steamer  anchored  offshore,  and  learned  of 
them  that  the  Richmond  gentlemen  were  on  another  steamer  also  an- 
chored offshore,  in  the  Roads,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  not  yet 
seen  or  communicated  with  them.  I  ascertained  that  Major  Eckert  had 
literally  complied  with  his  instructions,  and  I  saw  for  the  first  time  the 
answer  of  the  Richmond  gentlemen  to  him,  which  in  his  dispatch  to  me 
of  the  ist  he  characterizes  as  "not  satisfactory."  That  answer  is  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

Thomas  T.  Eckert.  ^^^  ^""^^^  ^^^  February  /,  iSbj. 

Major  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Major:  Your  note,  delivered  by  yourself  this  day,  has  been  considered.  In  reply 
we  have  to  say  that  we  were  ftimished  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  President  Lincoln 
to  Francis  P.  Blair,  esq.,  of  the  i8th  of  January  ultimo,  another  copy  of  which  is 
appended  to  your  note. 

Our  instructions  are  contained  in  a  letter  of  ^diich  the  following  is  a  copy: 

«  Richmond, /afffMry  28, 1865. 

"  In  conformity  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a  copy, 
you  are  to  proceed  to  Washington  City  for  informal  conference  with  him  upon  the 
issues  involved  in  the  existing  war,  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  peace  to  the  two 

countries. 

*  With  great  respect,  3rour  obedient  servant. 

"JEFFERSON  DAVIS." 

The  substantial  object  to  be  obtained  by  the  informal  conference  is  to  ascertain 
upon  what  terms  the  existing  war  can  be  terminated  honorably. 

Our  instructions  contemplate  a  personal  interview  between  President  Lincoln  and 
ourselves  at  Washington  City,  but  with  this  explanation  we  are  ready  to  meet  any 
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consent.  They  seemed  to  desire  a  postponement  of  that  question  and 
the  adoption  of  some  other  course  first,  which,  as  some  of  them  seemed  to 
argue,  might  or'might  not  lead  to  reunion,  but  which  course  we  thought 
would  amount  to  an  indefinite  postponement.  The  conference  ended 
without  result. 

The  foregoing,  containing,  as  is  believed,  all  the  information  sought,  is 
respectfuUy  submitted.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  /j,  186^. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at 
Stockholm,  relating  to  an  international  exhibition  to  be  held  at  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  during  the  coming  summer.  The  expediency  of  any  legislation 
upon  the  subject  is  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  /j,  186^. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  note  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  the  Commander  J.  C.  de  Figaniere  a  Morad, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Faithful 
Majesty  the  King  of  Portugal,  calling  attention  to  a  proposed  interna* 
tional  exhibition  at  the  city  of  Oporto,  to  be  opened  in  Aug^ust  next,  and 
inviting  contributions  thereto  of  the  products  of  American  manufactures 
and  industry.  The  expediency  of  any  legislation  on  the  subject  is  sub- 
mitted  for  yoar  consideration.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  ^5,  1863, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,  I 
transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accom- 
panying General  Orders,  No.  23,*  issued  by  Major-General  Banks  at 
New  Orleans,  February  3. 1864.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington^  February  ^7,  1865. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
•a  treaty  made  and  concluded  with  the  Klamath  and  Modoc  tribes  of 
Indians  of  Oregon,  at  Fort  Klamath,  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1864. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  the 

^  On  the  subject  of  compensated  plantation  labor,  public  or  private. 
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was  prepared  during  the  last  moments  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  correcting  certain  errors  of  reference  in  the  internal-reve- 
nue act  which  were  discovered  on  an  examination  of  an  official  copy 
procured  from  the  State  Department  a  few  hours  only  before  the  adjourn- 
ment. It  passed  the  House  and  went  to  the  Senate,  where  a  vote  was 
taken  upon  it,  but  by  some  accident  it  was  not  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  for  his  signature. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  other  errors  of  a 
kind  similar  to  those  which  this  resolution  was  designed  to  correct  have 
been  discovered  in  the  law,  and  it  is  now  thought  most  expedient  to 
include  all  the  necessary  corrections  in  one  act  or  resolution. 

The  attention  of  the  proper  committee  of  the  House  has,  I  am  informed, 
been  already  directed  to  the  preparation  of  a  bill  for  this  purpose. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI^N. 


PROCLAMATIONS. 

By  the  Prksident  of  the  United  States. 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  act  approved  July  4, 1864,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
regulate  and  provide  for  the  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  provided  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may,  ''at  his  discretion,  at  any  time  hereafter,  call  for  any  num- 
ber of  men,  as  volunteers  for  the  respective  terms  of  one,  two,  and  three 
years  for  military  service,*^ and  '*that  in  case  the  quota  or  any  part 
thereof  of  any  town,  township,  ward  of  a  city,  precinct,  or  election  dis- 
trict, or  of  any  county  not  so  subdivided,  shall  not  be  filled  within  the 
space  of  fifty  days  after  such  call,  then  the  President  shall  immediately 
order  a  draft  for  one  year  to  fill  such  quota  or  any  part  thereof  which 
may  be  unfilled; "  and 

Whereas  by  the  credits  allowed  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress 
on  the  call  for  500,000  men,  made  July  18,  1864,  the  number  of  men  to 
be  obtained  under  that  call  was  reduced  to  280,000;  and 

Whereas  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  certain  States  have  rendered 
it  impracticable  to  procure  from  them  their  f tdl  quotas  of  troops  under 
said  call;  and 

Whereas  from  the  foregoing  causes  but  240,000  men  have  been  put 
into  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps  under  the  said  call  of  July  18, 
1864,  leaving  a  deficiency  on  that  call  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
^260,000): 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
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the  ports  enumerated  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 

3d  of  March,  1845,  aforesaid,  from  and  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 

of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 
fsBAL  1         I^oe  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  loth  day  of  January, 

A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 

America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 
By  the  President: 

Wii<UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

By  the  President  op  the  United  States  of  America* 

a  proclamation. 

Whereas  objects  of  interest  to  the  United  States  require  that  the  Senate 
should  be  convened  at  12  o'clock  on  the  4th  of  March  next  to  receive 
and  act  upon  such  communications  as  may  be  made  to  it  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States, 
have  considered  it  to  be  my  duty  to  issue  this  my  proclamation,  declar- 
ing that  an  extraordinary  occasion  requires  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  convene  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  the  Capitol,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon 
on  that  day,  of  which  all  who  shall  at  that  time  be  entitled  to  act  as 
members  of  that  body  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  at  Washing- 
r  1     ton,  the  17th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Inde- 

pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty-ninth. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President: 

Wn^UAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Executive  Mansion,  December  10^  1864. 

Ordered,  first.  That  Major-General  William  F.  Smith  and  the  Hon. 
Henry  Stanbery  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  special  commissioners 
to  investigate  and  report,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  upon  the 
civil  and  military  administration  in  the  military  division  bordering  upon 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  under  such  instructions  as  shall  be  issued  by 
authority  of  th^  President  and  the  War  Department. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Decanhtr  31,  1864., 
By  the  authority  conferred  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States 
by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2,  1864,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  etc.,  I, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  designate  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  Boston  ;  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road Company's  office,  Chicago  ;  the  First  National  Bank  at  Philadelphia; 
the  First  National  Bank  at  Baltimore ;  the  First  National  Bank  at  Cin- 
cinnati, and  the  Third  National  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  in  addition  to  the 
general  office  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  the  places  at  which  the  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
shall  cause  books  to  be  kept  open  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  said  company.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington  City,  January  20,  1863. 
Ordered,  That  no  clearances  for  the  exportation  of  hay  from  the 
United  States  be  granted  tmtil  further  orders,  unless  the  same  shall 
have  been  placed  on  shipboard  before  the  publication  hereof. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington  City,  February  6, 186^. 

Whereas  complaints  are  made  in  some  localities  respecting  the  assign- 
ments of  quotas  and  credits  allowed  for  the  pending  call  of  troops  to  fill 
up  the  armies: 

Now,  in  order  to  determine  all  controversies  in  respect  thereto  and  to 
avoid  any  delay  in  filling  up  the  armies,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Attorney- 
General,  Brigadier-General  Richard  Delafield,  and  Colonel  C.  W.  Foster 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  a  board  to  examine  into  the  proper 
quotas  and  credits  of  the  respective  States  and  districts  under  the  call 
of  December  19,  1864,  with  directions,  if  any  errors  be  found  therein,  to 
make  such  corrections  as  the  law  and  facts  may  require  and  report  their 
determination  to  the  Provost-Marshal-General.  The  determination  of 
said  board  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  the  draft  to  be  made  in  con- 
formity therewith. 

2.  The  Provost- Marshal-General  is  ordered  to  make  the  draft  in  the 
respective  districts  as  speedily  as  the  same  can  be  done  after  the  15th  of 

*^  °io°th.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  February  ij,  1863, 
To  the  Military  Officers  Commanding  in  West  Tennessee: 

While  I  can  not  order  as  within  requested,  allow  me  to  say  that  it  is 
my  wish  for  you  to  relieve  the  people  from  all  burdens,  harassments  and 
oppressions  so  far  as  is  possible  consistently  with  your  military  necessities; 
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no  nght  to  do  more  than  to  restrict  the  territorial  enlargement  of  it. 
Neither  party  expected  for  the  war  the  magnitude  or  the  duration  which 
it  has  already  attained.  Neither  anticipated  that  the  cause  of  the  con- 
flict might  cease  with  or  even  before  the  conflict  itself  should  cease. 
Each  looked  for  an  easier  triumph,  and  a  result  less  fundamental  and 
astounding.  Both  read  the  same  Bible  and  pray  to  the  same  God,  and 
each  invokes  His  aid  against  the  other.  It  may  seem  strange  that  any 
men  should  dare  to  ask  a  just  God's  assistance  in  wringing  their  bread 
from  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces,  but  let  us  judge  not,  that  we  be  not 
judged.  The  prayers  of  both  could  not  be  answered.  That  of  neither 
has  been  answered  fully.  The  Almighty  has  His  own  purposes.  *  *  Woe 
unto  the  world  because  of  offenses;  for  it  must  needs  be  that  offenses 
come,  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offense  cometh."  If  we  shall 
suppose  that  American  slavery  is  one  of  those  offenses  which,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  must  needs  come,  but  which,  having  continued 
through  His  appointed  time.  He  now  wills  to  remove,  and  that  He  gives 
to  both  North  and  South  this  terrible  war  as  the  woe  due  to  those  by 
whom  the  offense  came,  shall  we  discern  therein  any  departure  from 
those  divine  attributes  which  the  believers  in  a  living  God  always  ascribe 
to  Him?  Fondly  do  we  hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this  mighty 
scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass  away.  Yet,  if  God  wills  that  it  con- 
tinue until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondsman's  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  of  unrequited  toil  shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood 
drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  paid  by  another  drawn  with  the  sword,  as 
was  said  three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said  * '  the  judgments 
of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether." 

With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work 
we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him  who  shall  have 
borne  the  battle  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  all  which  may 
achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with 
all  nations. 

March  4,  1865. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  <?,  i86s. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  fotu-th  section  of  the  law  of  i6th  January,  1857,  provides  that 
reserved  ofiScers  may  be  promoted  on  the  reserved  list,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  under  this  authority  various  officers 
of  the  Navy  have  been  promoted  one  grade  from  time  to  time. 

I  therefore  nominate  Commander  John  J.  Young,  now  on  the  reserved 
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deserters  returning  within  sixty  days  as  aforesaid  that  they  shall  be  par- 
doned on  condition  of  returning  to  their  regiments  and  companies  or  to 
such  other  organizations  as  they  may  be  assigned  to  until  they  shall  have 
served  for  a  period  of  time  equal  to  their  original  term  of  enlistment:" 
Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  as  required  by  said  act, 
ordering  and  requiring  all  deserters  to  return  to  their  proper  posts;  and 
I  do  hereby  notify  them  that  all  deserters  who  shall,  within  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  viz,  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of 
May,  1865,  return  to  service  or  report  themselves  to  a  provost-marshal 
shall  be  pardoned,  on  condition  that  they  return  to  their  regiments  and 
companies  or  to  such  other  organizations  as  they  may  be  assigned  to 
and  serve  the  remainder  of  their  original  terms  of  enlistment  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto  a  period  eqtial  to  the  time  lost  by  desertion. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  nth  day  of  March, 

'      A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOI.N. 

By  the  President: 

WnjjAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  reliable  information  has  been  received  that  hostile  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  have  been  furnished  with  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  by  persons  dwelling  in  conterminous  foreign  territory, 
and  are  thereby  enabled  to  prosecute  their  savage  warfare  upon  the  ex- 
posed and  sparse  settlements  of  the  frontier: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  direct  that  all 
persons  detected  in  that  nefarious  traffic  shall  be  arrested  and  tried  by 
court-martial  at  the  nearest  military  post,  and  if  convicted  shall  receive 
the  punishment  due  to  their  deserts. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -I         Done  at  the  dty  of  Washington,  this  17th  day  of  March, 

A.  D.  1865,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-ninth.  ABRAHAM  UNCOWS. 

By  the  President  : 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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United  States,  and  who  have  been  or  shall  have  been  engaged  in  vio- 
lating the  blockade  of  the  insurgent  ports,  shall  leave  the  United  States 
within  twelve  days  from  the  publication  of  this  order,  or  from  their  sub- 
sequent arrival  in  the  United  States,  if  on  the  Atlantic  side,  and  forty- 
days  if  on  the  Pacific  side,  of  the  country;  and  such  persons  shall  not 
return  to  the  United  States  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  Provost- 
marshals  and  marshals  of  the  United  States  will  arrest  and  commit  to 
military  custody  all  such  offenders  as  shall  disregard  this  order,  whether 
they  have  passports  or  not,  and  they  will  be  detained  in  such  custody 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  until  discharged  by  subsequent  orders  of 
the  President.  ^  jj  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Gknkrai^  Ordbrs,  No.  50. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  March  27, 1865. 

Ordered,  first.  That  at  the  hour  of  noon  on  the  14th  day  of  April, 
1865,  Brevet  Major-General  Anderson  will  raise  and  plant  upon  the  ruins 
of  Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  Harbor,  the  same  United  States  flag  which 
floated  over  the  battlements  of  that  fort  during  the  rebel  assault,  and 
(vhich  was  lowered  and  saluted  by  him  and  the  small  force  of  his  command 
when  the  works  were  evacuated  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  1861. 

Second.  That  the  flag,  when  raised,  be  saluted  by  one  hundred  guns 
from  Fort  Sumter  and  by  a  national  salute  from  every  fort  and  rebel 
battery  that  fired  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

Third.  That  suitable  ceremonies  be  had  upon  the  occasion,  under  the 
direction  of  Major-General  William  T.  Sherman,  whose  military  opera- 
tions compelled  the  rebels  to  evacuate  Charleston,  or,  in  his  absence, 
under  the  charge  of  Major-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  commanding  the 
department.  Among  the  ceremonies  will  be  the  delivery  of  a  public 
address  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

Fourth.  That  the  naval  forces  at  Charleston  and  their  commander  on 
that  station  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  occasion. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


To  ail  whom  these  presents  may  concern: 

Whereas  for  some  time  past  evil-disposed  persons  have  crossed  the 
borders  of  the  United  States  or  entered  their  ports  by  sea  from  countries 
where  they  are  tolerated,  and  have  committed  capital  felonies  against  the 
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invited  to  meet  in  their  respective  places  of  worship  at  that  hour  for  the 
purpose  of  solemnizing  the  occasion  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

W.  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


OPFICIAIr  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  FUNERAL. 

[From  official  records,  War  Department] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  April  77,  1863. 

The  following  order  of  arrangement  is  directed: 

Okdbr  op  thk  Procession. 

funbrai,  bscort. 
(In  column  of  march.) 

One  reg^ent  of  cavalry. 
Two  batteries  of  artillery. 

Battalion  of  marines. 

Two  regiments  of  infantry. 

Commander  of  escort  and  staff. 

nismounted  officers  of  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army,  in  the  order  named. 

Mounted  officers  of  Marine  Corps,  Navy,  and  Army,  in  the  order  named. 

(All  military  officers  to  be  in  imiform,  with  side  arms. ) 

CIVIC  PROCESSION. 

Marshal. 

Clergy  in  attendance. 

The  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army  and  physicians  to  tl|e  deceased. 

Hearse. 

Pallbearers. 

On  the  part  of  the  Senate:  Mr.  Foster,  of  Connecticut;  Mr.  Morgan,  of  New  York; 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Yates,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Wade,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Conness, 
of  California. 

On  the  part  of  the  House:  Mr.  Dawes,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Coffroth,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Mr.  Smith,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Colfax,  of  Indiana;  Mr.  Worthington,  of 
Nevada;  Mr.  Washbume,  of  Illinois. 

Army:  Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant;  Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck;  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  W.  A.  Nichols. 

Navy:  Vice- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut;  Rear-Admiral  W.  B.  Shubrick;  Colonel  Jacob 
Zelin,  Marine  Corps. 

Civilians:  O.  H.  Browning,  George  Ashman,  Thomas  Corwin,  Simon  Cameron. 

Family. 

Relatives. 

The  delegations  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Kentucky,  as  monmen. 

The  President 
The  Cabinet  ministers. 
The  diplomatic  corps. 


QUESTIONS. 

1.  When  did  the  Federal  Government  take  military  possession 

of  the  telegraph  lines  and  establish  a  censorship  of  the 
press?    Pages  3309,  3310. 

2.  What  IS  the  fifty-seventh  article  of  war?    Page  3240. 

3.  Cite  the  nature  of  the  benefits  and  the  obligations  as  well  as 

of  the  frauds  under  naturalization  laws.    Page  3381. 

4.  When  did  Lincoln  appoint  a  day  of  humiliation  and  mourn- 

ing?    Page  3504. 

5.  What  was  the  occasion  for  the  setting  apart  by  Lincoln  of  a 

day  of  fasting  and  prayer  ?    Pages  3237,  3365,  3422. 

6.  Why  was  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  suspended  by  Lincoln? 

Pages  3299,  3371,  3420. 

7.  On  what  ground  did  Lincoln  pardon  deserters  from  the 

army?     Pages  3364,  3479. 

8.  Were  aliens  required  to  perform  military  duty  during  the 

Civil  War?    Page  3669. 

9.  What  treatment  was  given  to  American  vessels  in  foreign 

ports?    Page  3482. 

ID.     What  was  Lincoln's  proclamation  as  to  persons  supplying 
Indians  with  munitions  of  war?    Page  3480. 
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SUGGESTIONS. 

Lincoln's  attitude  on  slavery  changed  by  reason  of  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  war.  At  the  beginning  of  his  administration,  he  was 
willing  to  save  the  Union  without  destroying  slavery,  if  possible. 
Pages  3206,  3269,  3335.    (See  also  Slavery,  Encyclopedic  Index.) 

But  he  was  unalterably  opposed  to  secession.  Pages  3206,  3221, 
3227.    (See  Secession,  Encyclopedic  Index.) 

When  it  became  apparent  that  the  destruction  of  the  slave 
traffic  was  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  Lincoln 
did  not  hesitate  to  strike  down  slavery.  See  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation.  Pages  3297,  3358.  (See  Emancipation,  Encyclo- 
pedic Index.  See  also  Comments  on  Amendments,  page  3337, 
and  the  Thirteenth  Amendment,  page  31.) 

Lincoln's  messages  are  a  splendid  contemporary  history  of  the 
Civil  War,  q.  v..  Encyclopedic  Index,  with  references,  particularly 
page  3206  and  following. 

Read  Lincoln's  Foreign  Policy.    Pages  3248,  3255,  3327,  3444. 


NOTE. 

For  further  suggestions  on  Lincoln's  administration,  see  Lin- 
coln, Abraham,  Encyclopedic  Index. 

By  reading  the  Foreign  Policy  of  each  President,  and  by  scan- 
ning the  messages  as  to  the  state  of  the  nation,  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  history  of  the  United  States  will  be  acquired  from  the 
most  authentic  sources ;  because,  as  has  been  said,  "Each  Presi- 
dent reviews  the  past,  depicts  the  present  and  forecasts  the  future 
of  the  nation." 
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Andrew  Johnson 

April  18,  1868,  to  March  4,  1869 


SEE  ENCYCLOPEDIC  INDEX. 

The  Encyclopedic  Index  is  not  onl^  an  index  to  the  other  volumes,  not  onhr  a  key  that 
unlocks  the  treasures  of  the  entire  pubucation,  but  it  b  in  itself  an  alphabetically  arranged 
brief  history  or  story  of  the  great  controlling  events  constituting  the  History  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Under  its  proper  alphabetical  classification  the  story  ii  told  of  every  great  subject 
referred  to  by  any  of  the  Presidents  in  their  official  Messages,  and  at  the  end  of  each  article 
the  official  utterances  of  the  Presidents  themselves  are  dted  upon  the  subject,  so  that  you 
may  readily  turn  to  the  page  in  the  body  of  the  work  itself  for  this  original  information. 

Next  to  the  possession  of  knowledge  is  the  ability  to  turn  at  will  to  where  knowledge 
b  to  be  found. 
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\\'it)i  reprciiluctinn  of  official  portrait,  from  the  White  Houie  Collection 


JOHNSON 

The  three  facts  which  will  forever  keep  Andrew  Johnson's  name  alive 
are  that  he  rose  from  a  tailor's  bench  to  be  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Republic ;  that  he  was  the  only  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  any 
seceding  State  that  remained  faithful  to  the  Union,  and  that  he  was  the 
only  President  of  the  United  States  who  was  ever  impeached,  although 
bills  of  impeachment  were  prepared  against  John  Tyler,  a  fact  not 
generally  known.  Not  only  is  there  great  prejudice  against  Andrew 
Johnson  in  the  public  mind,  but  his  talents  are  also  greatly  underrated. 
In  integrity  of  purpose,  in  personal  and  moral  courage,  in  intensity  of 
patriotism  he  has  had  no  superior  among  our  Presidents.  That  his 
impeachment  marks  one  of  the  most  dangerous  epochs  of  American 
history  there  can  now  be  no  question  among  people  whose  opinion  is  at 
all  worthy  of  respect.  Even  intelligent  Republicans  now  take  this  view 
of  the  matter. 

Not  long  since  in  a  lecture  delivered  before  a  college  in  this  city, 
Mr.  Justice  John  M.  Harlan,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  stated  that  as  his  opinion.    He  is  certainly  a  competent  witness. 

The  people  of  the  North  have  never  realized,  and,  perhaps,  never 
will  realize,  the  courage  that  was  required  for  a  man  to  stand  for  the 
Union  in  1861  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  West  Virginia,  or  Maryland. 
It  was  as  easy  as  falling  off  a  log,  a  slippery  log  at  that,  for  a  man  to 
be  for  the  Union  in  Massachusetts.  It  was  unprofitable  to  be  anything 
else.  It  was  easy  to  be  a  Confederate  in  South  Carolina.  It  was  dan- 
gerous to  be  otherwise.  But  in  what  are  known  as  the  "border  States," 
including  Tennessee,  it  was  extremely  hazardous  to  be  one  or  the  other. 
The  truth  is,  that  there  really  was  no  Civil  war  anywhere  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  outside  of  these  "border  States."  So  far  as  the  extreme 
Northern  States  or  the  extreme  Southern  States  were  concerned  what 
we  term  Civil  war  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  war  between  two 
countries  foreign  to  each  other.  But  in  the  "border  States"  it  was  not 
only  neighborhood  against  neighborhood,  but  family  against  family, 
father  against  son,  husband  against  wife,  slave  against  master.  That 
Johnson  or  any  other  man  had  the  moral  and  physical  courage  to  stand 
up  against  an  overwhelming  sentiment  in  his  own  State  in  that  critical 
era  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  history. 

At  the  time  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter  he  was  not  only  one  of  the 
ablest  men  in  the  Senate  from  the  South,  but  was  also  one  of  the  most 
popular.  At  that  time  it  appeared  that  by  going  with  the  South  there 
was  no  station  beyond  his  reach,  and  that  by  going  with  the  North  he 
had  absolutely  nothing  to  hope  for  in  the  way  of  political  preferment. 
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Eliza  McC ardlk,  of  Tennessee,  married  in 
1826  Andrew  Johnson,  a  tailor,  eighteen  years 
old,  whose  early  education  she  superintended 
perseveringly  until  his  learning  exceeded  her  own. 
Her  character  was  simple,  true  and  unosten- 
tatious, the  duties  of  wife  and  mother  heing 
always  conscientiously  fulfilled.  Her  health  being 
undermined  by  suffering  during  the  Rebellion,  she 
was  a  confirmed  invalid  when  called  to  the  White 
House,  therefore  Mrs.  Patterson,  her  eldest 
daughter,  became  hostess.  She  presided  with 
simple  elegance,  ease,  grace  and  remarkable  tact 
during  her  father*s  stormy  administration.  Their 
home  life  was  delightful,  and  when  they  left 
Washington  the  whole  family  was  much  missed 
socially,  as  its  popularity  was  widespread.  Mrs. 
Johnson's  influence  over  her  husband  was  always 
very  marked,  and  throughout  his  life  she  was  liis 
greatest  helper  and  adviser.  She  survived  him 
only  six  months. 
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By  thb  President  op  the  United  States  op  America. 

A  proclamation. 

Whereas  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  15th  day  of  September,  1863,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  was,  in  certain  cases  therein  set  forth,  suspended  throughout  the 
United  States;  and 

Whereas  the  reasons  for  that  stispension  may  be  regarded  as  having 
ceased  in  some  of  the  States  and  Territories: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  suspension  afore- 
said and  all  other  proclamations  and  orders  suspending  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States  are  revoked  and  annulled,  excepting  as  to  the  States  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  ist  day  of  December, 

A.  D.  1865.  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  ninetieth.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

WiuiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

Executive  Chamber, 

Washington^  April  ^p,  1863. 

Being  desirous  to  relieve  all  loyal  citizens  and  well-disposed  persons 
residing  in  insurrectionary  States  from  unnecessary  commercial  restric- 
tions and  to  encourage  them  to  return  to  peaceful  pursuits — 

//  is  hereby  ordered,  I.  That  all  restrictions  upon  internal,  domestic,  and 
coastwise  commercial  intercourse  be  discontinued  in  such  parts  of  the 
States  of  Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  so  much  of  Louisiana  as  lies  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River  as  shall  be  embraced  within  the  lines  of  national 
military  occupation,  excepting  only  such  restrictions  as  are  imposed  by 
acts  of  Congress  and  regulations  in  pursuance  thereof  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  approved  by  the  President,  and  excepting 
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Third.  That  the  said  commission  establish  such  order  or  rules  of  pro- 
ceeding asmay  avoid  unnecessary  delay  and  conduce  to  the  ends  of  public 

y^"^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Official  copy:  ^  ^  NICHOLS. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

War  Dkpartmbnt, 
WasAmg'ton,  D.  C,  May  j,  1865. 

OstDBR  Rbscinding  Rbgulations  Prohibiting  THie  Bxfortatiom 
OF  Arms,  Ammunition,  Horses,  Mules,  and  Live  Stock. 

The  Executive  order  of  November  21,  1862,  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States,  and  the  Executive 
order  of  May  13, 1863,*  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  horses,  mules,  and 
Uve  stock,  being  no  longer  required  by  public  necessities,  the  aforesaid 
orders  are  hereby  rescinded  and  annulled. 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington  y  May  /,  1865. 

This  being  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  late  President,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  at  Springfield,  111. ,  the  Executive  Office  and  the  various  Depart- 
ments will  be  closed  at  12  m.  to-day. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Special  Orders,  No.  211. 

War  Departmeni', 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  May  6,  1863 • 

4e         i|c         4t         a|e         9|e         9|e         9ic 

4.  A  military  commission  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  ,  on  Monday,  the  8th  day  of  May,  1865,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. ,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  trial  of  David  E.  Herold,  George  A. 
Atzerodt,  Lewis  Pajme,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Edward  Spangler,  Samuel 
Arnold,  Mary  E.  Surratt,  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  and  such  other  prisoners  as 
may  be  brought  before  it,  implicated  in  the  murder  of  the  late  President, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.  William 

•  Order  of  Secretary  of  War. 


THE  GREAT  EASTERN 

This  monstrosity  was  launched  in  1858,  profited  nobody,  and  was  broken 
up  and  sold  as  old  metal  in  1888.  She  was  too  far  in  advance  of  time.  De- 
signed to  make  the  long  voyage  to  Australia  without  coaling,  and  carrying 
an  unprecedented  cargo  and  passenger-list,  the  Great  Eastern  held  the  palm 
for  size  until  the  advent  of  the  Oceanic  in  1890.  She  compares  with  the 
MaaretanU  as  follows:  the  latter's  displacement  is  40,000  tons,  the  Great 
Eastern^  32,000;  the  MauretanU  is  790  feet  long,  the  Great  Eastern,  680 
feet;  the  Great  Eastern^ s  horse-power  was  11,600,  while  the  Mauretania's 
horse-power  is  70,000.  The  old  giantess  was  driven  by  paddles  and  a  screw 
at  the  rate  of  14  knots  an  hour. 

Her  arrival  on  this  side  was  celebrated  as  an  event  of  the  first  magnitude. 

The  reader  wUl  please  note  that  she  flies  the  English  flag.  It  is  probably 
false  pride  that  makes  an  American  long  to  see  Old  Glory  on  the  seas.  Prob- 
ably we  should  be  content  to  see  our  flag  displayed  in  our  harbors  as  a  courtesy 
by  visiting  ships,  but  the  decay  of  the  splendid  merchant  marine  that  used 
to  fly  the  old  gridiron  flag  is  due  to  Congressional  neglect  and  is  one  of  the 
disgraceful  failures  of  the  Republic,  and  our  lack  of  shipping  is  probably  our 
greatest  military  weakness.  See  "  Merchant  Marine"  and  **  Subsidy"  in 
the  Encyclopedic  Index. 
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tis  through  the  clouds  that  gloomed  around  our  path  will  so  guide  us 
onward  to  a  perfect  restoration  of  fraternal  affection  that  we  of  this  day 
may  be  able  to  transmit  our  great  inheritance  of  State  governments  in 
all  their  rights,  of  the  General  Government  in  its  whole  constitutional 
vigor,  to  our  posterity,  and  they  to  theirs  through  countless  generations? 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  ii,  1865. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  a  report  of  this  date  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 

papers  referred  to  therein,  concerning  the  Universal  Exposition  to  be  held 

at  Paris  in  the  year  1867,  in  which  the  United  States  have  been  invited 

by  the  Government  of  France  to  take  part.     I  commend  the  subject  to 

your  early  and  favorable  consideration. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  13,  1863. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  nth  instant,  request- 
ing information  on  the  subject  of  a  decree  of  the  so-called  Emperor  of 
Mexico  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  14,  1865. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  nth 
instant,  requesting  information  relative  to  a  so-called  decree  concerning 
the  reestablishment  of  slavery  or  peonage  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  18,  1865, 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  third  section  of  the  act 
approved  March  3,  1865, 1  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  the  accompanjdng  report  and  estimates  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Preedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
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Washington,  March  21,  1866. 
Td  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon,  a  treaty 
made  with  the  WoU-pah-pe  tribe  of  Snake  Indians  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1865,  together  with  the  accompan3dng  papers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  26,  1866, 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  memorial  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama,  ask- 
ing an  extension  of  time  for  the  completion  of  certain  railroads  in  said 

^^^^'  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  30,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  fhe  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
negotiated  with  the  Shawnee  Indians,  dated  March  i,  1866,  with  supple- 
mental article,  dated  Mar^h  14,  1866,  with  accompanying  communica- 
tions from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of 
Indian  AfiFairs.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  April  j,  1866. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance 
with  the  Senate  resolution  of  the  7th  March,  1866,  respecting  the  im- 
provement of  the  Washington  City  Canal,  to  promote  the  health  of  the 

metropoUs.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  3,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
the  22d  ultimo,  together  with  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Alabama,  asking  that  the  State  of  Alabama  may  be  allowed  to 
assume  and  pay  in  State  bonds  the  direct  tax  now  due  from  that  State 
to  the  United  States,  or  that  delay  of  pa3rment  may  be  authorized  until 
the  State  can  by  the  sale  of  its  bonds  or  by  taxation  make  provision 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  "that  it  is 

desirable  that  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  other  Southern  States  should 

be  allowed  to  assume  and  pay  their  proportion  of  the  direct  taxes  now 

due, ' '  and  therefore  recommend  the  necessary  legislation  by  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
115 


Andrew  Johnson  3583 

This  failure  may  to  some  extent  be  ascribed  to  the  financial  condition 
of  the  country  incident  to  the  recent  civil  war.  As  the  company  appear 
to  be  engaged  in  the  energetic  prosecution  of  their  work  and  manifest  a 
disposition  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  grant,  I  recommend  that 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  this  part  of  the  road  be  extended  and  that 
authority  be  given  for  the  issue  of  bonds  and  patents  on  account  of  the 
section  now  offered  for  acceptance  notwithstanding  such  failure,  should 
the  company  in  other  respects  be  thereunto  entitled. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C.  ,  April  28,  1866. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate,  a  treaty 
this  day  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  of  Indians. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  April  jo,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
i5th  instant,  requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  rebel  debt  known 
as  the  cotton  loan,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to 
whom  the  resolution  was  referred.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  2,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  which  it  will 
be  perceived  that  it  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  pubUc  interests  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  report  made  by  General  Smith  and  the 
Hon.  James  T.  Brady  of  their  investigations  at  New  Orleans,  La. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  4,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
5th  of  March,  1866,  requesting  the  names  of  persons  worth  more  than 
$20,000  to  whom  special  pardons  have  been  issued,  and  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  property  which  has  been  seized  as  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Government,  or  as  abandoned  property,  and  retumcSd  to  those 
who  claimed  to  be  the  original  owners,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of 
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requesting  information  oonoeming  discriminations  made  by  the  so-called 

Maximilian  Government  of  Mexico  against  American  commerce,  or  against 

commerce  from  particular  American  ports. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  11, 1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  instant 
which  calls  for  information  in  regard  to  the  clerks  employed  in  the  De- 
partment of  State.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  May  16, 1866. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  relative  to  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  28th  of  January,  1864,  upon  the  subject  of  the  gift 
of  the  steamer  Vanderbilt  to  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

ExBCUTivE  Mansion, 

Hon.  SCHUYI3R  COWAX.  Waskington.  May  17,  1866. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  communication  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  inclosing  one  from  the  Lieutenant-General,  relative  to  the 
necessity  for  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  the  Army. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  17, 1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  further  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  7th  instant,  calling  for  information  in  regard  to  clerks  employed 
in  the  several  Executive  Departments,  I  transmit  herewith  reports  from 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Post- 
master-General. ^  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  22,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
7th  instant,  calling  for  information  in  respect  to  clerks  employed  in  the 
sevend  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


GRANT,  SHERMAN  AND  SHERIDAN 

After  the  bickerings  and  intrigues  of  the  unlucky  generals  who  rotated 
in  command  during  the  disastrous  years  of  1861,  1862  and  1863,  it  must 
have  been  a  wonderful  pleasure  to  Lincoln  to  observe  the  way  Sherman  and 
Sheridan  carried  out  the  orders  of  Grant.  Seeing  things  alike,  the  thr^ 
were  in  complete  sympathy;  there  seems  to  have  been  no  jealousy  whatso- 
ever between  them.  Each  in  his  field  was  a  master.  Grant's  strategy  was 
based  on  his  belief  that  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  must  be  vanquished 
and  the  rebelLous  States  subjugated  or  the  Federal  Government  overdirown. 
There  was  no  thought  for  half-way  measures.  He  pltmged  in,  grappled  with 
his  adversary,  and  was  whipped  time  and  again,  but  never  confessed  it  to 
himself  or  any  one  else.  He  knew  that  Lee  could  not  fill  up  his  ranks  again, 
so  every  Confederate  that  was  shot  brought  the  RebeUioa  so  much  nearer  sub- 
jugation; this  consoled  him  for  the  loss  of  three  men  to  Lee's  one.  SherAian 
was  equally  determined,  but  possessed  broader  knowledge  of  strategy  and 
a  more  fertile  brain.  Grant  would  take  punishment  with  set  jaws  and  unwav- 
ering resolution;  Sherman  would  change  the  ground  and  spar  for  time  until 
he  could  grapple  to  better  advantage.  Sherman's  generalship  was  of  a  higher 
quality  than  Grant's,  if  obtaining  magnificent  results  at  small  cost  of  life  is  the 
basis  of  judgment,  but  still  Sherman  was  never  pitted  against  Lee  and  his 
army  of  NorUiem  Virginia.  Sheridan  was  the  Stonewall  Jackson  of  the  North. 
His  handling  of  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  is  tjrpical  of  his  dash  and  energy. 
His  army  had  been  driven  back  four  miles  and  was  routed,  retreating  in 
panic.  <Sheridan  rode  from  Winchester  to  the  scene,  united  the  corps, 
formed  a  new  line  of  battle,  and  at  i  p.m.  repulsed  the  oncoming  Confederates. 
.  At  3  pan.  this  erstwhile  routed  army  attacked  their  enemy  with  such  spirit 
that  he  broke  and  fled.  An  ignominious  rout  was  converted  by  one  man  into 
a  splendid  victory. 
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and  affections  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  have  been  widely  renewed;  oar 
fields  have  yielded  quite  abundantly,  our  mining  industry  has  been 
richly  rewarded,  and  we  have  been  allowed  to  extend  our  railroad  s>'stem 
far  into  the  interior  recesses  of  the  country,  while  our  commerce  has 
resumed  its  customary  activity  in  foreign  seas. 

These  great  national  blessings  demand  a  national  acknowledgment. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States, 
do  hereby  recommend  that  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  November  next, 
be  set  apart  and  be  observed  everjrwhere  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  by  the  people  thereof  as  a  day  of  thanksgiv- 
ing and  praise  to  Almighty  God,  with  due  remembrance  that  "in  His 
temple  doth  every  man  speak  of  His  honor."  I  recommend  also  that 
on  the  san[ie  solemn  occasion  they  do  humbly  and  devoutly  implore  Him 
to  grant  to  our  national  councils  and  to  our  whole  people  that  divine 
wisdom  which  alone  can  lead  any  nation  into  the  ways  of  all  good. 

In  offering  these  national  thanksgivings,  praises,  and  supplications 
we  have  the  divine  assurance  that  *  *  the  Lord  remaineth  a  king  forever; 
them  that  are  meek  shall  He  guide  in  judgment  and  such  as  are  gentle 
shall  He  learn  His  way;  the  Lord  shall  give  strength  to  His  people, 
and  the  Lord  shall  give  to  His  people  the  blessing  of  peace." 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed, 
r  -1         Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  8th  day  of  October, 

A.  D.  1866,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
ninety.first.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President: 

WnjjAM  H.  Sbward,  Secretary  of  State. 


EXECUTIVE  ORDERS. 

[Prom  the  Daily  National  Intelligencer,  April  9,  1866.] 

ExKCUTivB  Mansion,  AprU  7, 1866, 

It  is  eminently  right  and  proper  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  give  earnest  and  substantial  evidence  of  its  just  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  of  the  patriotic  men  who  when  the  life  of  the  nation 
was  imperiled  entered  the  Army  and  Navy  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  defend  the  Government,  and  maintain  and  perpetuate  unimpaired 
its  free  institutions. 

//  is  therefore  directed — 

First.  That  in  appointments  to  office  in  the  several  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  the  General  Government  and  the  various  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic service  connected  with  said  Departments  preference  shall  be  given  to 
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Dbfaktvsst  of  Statb. 

The  Ptcsideat  directs  the  nndgsigned  to  peribnn  the  pdnf ul  duty 

of  anmwiwiug  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sutcs  that  Lewis  Cftss,  dis« 

tingnishcd  not  more  by  taithfal  service  in  varied  pablic  tmsts  than  by 

craltfd  patriotism  at  a  recent  period  of  political  dijcrder.  departed  this 

life  at  4  o'dock  yesterday  mormng.    The  several  Executive  Departments 

of  the  Government  win  cause  appropriate  honors  to  be  rendered  to  the 

memory  of  the  deceased  at  home  and  abroad  wherever  the  national  name 

and  authority  are  acknowledged. 

WnjJAM  H.  SEWARD. 

ExBcrrivB  Mjinsion. 

Wdskimgiom,  Z>.  C,  OcMer  26. 1S66. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Recent  advices  indicate  an  early  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the 
Ftench  expediti<niary  forces  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  niin- 
ister  to  Mexico  should  place  himself  in  communication  with  that  Republic. 

In  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  his  mission  and  as  endence  of  the  ear- 
nest desire  felt  by  the  United  States  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the 
questions  involved,  I  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  General  Grant 
should  by  his  presence  and  advice  cooperate  with  our  minister. 

I  have  therefore  to  ask  that  you  will  request  General  Grant  to  proceed 
to  some  point  on  our  Mexican  frontier  most  suitable  and  con^*enient  for 
communication  with  our  minister,  or  (if  General  Grant  deems  it  best)  to 
accompany  him  to  his  destination  in  Mexico,  and  to  give  him  the  aid  ol 
his  advice  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  for  the  General's  information. 

General  Grant  will  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  such  mat- 
ters as,  in  his  discretion,  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

ExBCuTrvE  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C. ,  October  jo,  1866, 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  having  found  it  inconvenient  to  assume 
the  duties  specified  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  instant,  you  will  please 
relieve  him  from  the  same  and  assign  them  in  all  respects  to  William  T. 
Sherman,  lieutenant-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  By  way 
of  ^iding  General  Sherman  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  you  will 
5umish  him  with  a  copy  of  your  special  orders  to  General  Grant,  made 
in  compliance  with  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  together  with  a  copy 
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foreign  government,  so  long  as  he  does  not  volnntarily  renounce  its  rights 
and  benefits. 

In  the  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Constitution  I 
have  thus  submitted  to  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  of  the  people 
such  information  of  our  domestic  and  foreign  affairs  as  the  public  interests 
seem  to  require.  Our  Government  is  now  undergoing  its  most  trying 
ordeal,  and  my  earnest  prayer  is  that  the  peril  may  be  successfully  and 
finally  passed  without  impairing  its  original  strength  and  symmetry. 
The  interests  of  the  nation  are  best  to  be  promoted  by  the  revival  of 
fraternal  relations,  the  complete  obliteration  of  our  past  differences,  and 
the  reinauguration  of  all  the  pursuits  of  peace.  Directing  our  efforts  to 
the  early  accomplishment  of  these  great  ends,  let  us  endeavor  to  preserve 
harmony  between  the  coordinate  departments  of  the  Government,  that 
each  in  its  proper  sphere  may  cordially  cooperate  with  the  other  in  secur- 
ing the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Washington,  December  8,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th 
instant,  inquiring  if  any  portion  of  Mexican  territory  has  been  occupied 
by  United  States  troops,  I  transmit  the  accompan3dng  report  upon  the 
subject  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  December  <?,  1866. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
relating  to  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  John  H.  Surratt. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  11, 1866. 
To  the  House  cf  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Attor- 
ney-General, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  3d  instant,  request- 
ing the  President  to  communicate  to  the  House,  "if  not  in  his  opinion 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests,  the  information  asked  for  in  a 
resolution  of  this  House  dated  the  23d  June  last,  and  which  resolution 
he  has  up  to  this  time  failed  to  answer,  as  to  whether  any  application 


THE  TRANSCONTINENTAL  RAILROADS 

In  1853  Congress  provided  one  million  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  surveying 
a  route  for  the  Pacific  Railroad.  When  the  surveys  were  completed  the  Civil 
War  prevented  any  further  action  until  1861,  when  subsidies  were  granted 
in  addition  to  twenty-five  million  acres  of  land  along  the  route.  The  Central 
Pacific  worked  from  California  eastward,  while  the  Union  Pacific  worked 
westward.    The  line  was  completed  in  1869. 

The  articles  entitled  **  Pacific  Railroads  "  and  «  Subsidy  "  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedic Index  give  the  details^  and  following  it  are  the  citations  of  presidential 
references  to  the  subject 
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Washington,  December  21^  1866. 
To  the  Hotise  of  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  19th 
instant,  calling  for  a  copy  of  certain  correspondence  relating  to  the  joint 
occupancy  of  the  island  of  San  Juan,  in  Washington  TeiTitory,  I  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  j,  i86y. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  an  additional  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  relating  to  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  John  H.  Surratt. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /a««arK  <?,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  accom- 
panying papers,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  13th  ultimo,  requesting  copies  of  all  official  documents,  orders, 
letters,  and  papers  of  every  description  relative  to  the  trial  by  a  military 
commission  and  conviction  of  Crawford  Keys  and  others  for  the  mur- 
der of  Emory  Smith  and  others,  and  to  the  respite  of  the  sentence  in  the 
case  of  said  Crawford  Keys  or  either  of  his  associates,  their  transfer  to 
Port  Delaware,  and  subsequent  release  upon  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  8,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Attorney-General  as  a 
partial  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  loth 
ultimo,  requesting  a  ''list  of  names  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the  late 
rebellion  against  the  United  States  Government  who  have  been  pardoned 
by  the  President  from  April  15,  1865,  to  this  date;  that  said  list  shall 
also  state  the  rank  of  each  person  who  has  been  so  pardoned,  if  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  govern- 
ment, and  the  position  if  he  shall  have  held  any  civil  office  under  said 
so-called  Confederate  government;  and  shall  also  further  state  whether 
such  person  has  at  any  time  prior  to  April  14,  186 1,  held  any  office  under 
the  United  States  Government,  and,  if  so,  what  office,  together  with  the 
reasons  for  granting  such  pardons  and  also  the  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  at  whose  solicitation  such  pardon  was  granted." 

ANDREW  JOHNSON, 
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Washington,  D.  C.  ,  Janmmty  /p,  1S67. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  herewith  commtnucate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answertoaiesolntioiiof  the  House  (tfRqM:esentatives  of  the  i6th  instant, 
in  rdation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Federal  courts  and  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  acoom- 
pan3ring  papers,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  19th  ultimo,  requesting  copies  of  all  papers  in  possession 
of  the  President  touching  the  case  of  George  St.  Leger  Grenfel. 

jAiniART  «,  .867.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washingix>n,  January  2j,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  papers.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washinqton,  January  sS,  1867. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  f  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accom- 
panying papers,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  7th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  January  28, 1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  attempted  compromise  of  certain  suits  insti* 
tuted  in  the  English  courts  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  against  Praser, 
Trenholm  &  Co. ,  alleged  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  government, 
I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents  by 
which  it  was  accompanied.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

^CorretpondMice  with  Mr.  Motley.  enYoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Vieaaa, 
relative  to  his  reported  resiarnation. 

t  Relating  to  an  alleged  emigration  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  dominions  of  the  Sab- 
lime  Porte  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  acquirinir  landed  property  there. 
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Representatives  of  January  25,  1867,  hereto  annexed,  respecting  the  ex- 
ecution of  **An  act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to 
examine  and  report  upon  certain  claims  of  the  State  of  Iowa/'  approved 
July  25,  1866.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  January  31,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  oj  the  United  States: 

The  accompanying  reports  from  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government  are  submitted  in  compliance  with  a  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether  any  per- 
son appointed  to  an  office  required  by  law  to  be  filled  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  who  was  commissioned  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  present  Congress, 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  has  been  continued  in  such  office  and  permitted  to  dis- 
charge its  functions,  either  by  the  granting  of  a  new  commission  or 
otherwise,  since  the  end  of  the  session  of  the  Senate  on  the  28th  day  of 
July  last,  without  the  submission  of  the  name  of  such  person  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  its  confirmation;  and  particularly  whether  a  surveyor  or  naval 
officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  has  thus  been  continued  in  office  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Senate,  and,  if  any  such  officer  has  performed  the 
duties  of  that  office,  whether  he  has  received  any  salary  or  compensation 
therefor.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  7,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  herewith  lay  before  the  Senate,  for  its  constitutional  action  thereon, 
a  treaty  concluded  the  29th  day  of  August,  1866,  between  Alexander 
Cummings,  governor  of  Colorado  Territory  and  ex  officio  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  Hon.  A.  C.  Hunt,  and  D.  C.  Oakes,  United  States  Indian 
agent,  duly  authorized  and  appointed  as  commissioners  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Uintah  Jampa,  or  Grand  River,  bands 
of  Utah  Indians. 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  31st  of  January,  with 
copy  of  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  28th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1867,  together  with  a  map  showing  the  tract  of  country  claimed  by 
said  Indians,  accompany  the  treaty. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  4,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  requesting 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  him  to 
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Washington,  February  7,  1867. 
To  the  House  0/ Representatives: 

I  herewith  communicate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
requesting  information  relative  to  the  condition,  occupancy,  and  area  of 
the  Hot  Springs  Reservation,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  Fehuary  p,  1867. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  UnUed  StaUs: 

I  transmit  herewith,  in  answer  to  the  Senate's  resolution  of  the  7th 
instant,  a  report*  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  an  accompanying 

^*^^™°^^^-  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  11,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  6th  of  February, 
1867,  requesting  me  to  transmit  copies  of  all  correspondence  not  here- 
tofore communicated  on  the  subject  of  grants  to  American  citizens  for 
railroad  and  telegraph  lines  across  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, I  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  papers 
accompanying  it.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


Washington,  February  16, 1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  yesterday,  making  further  inquiry 
as  to  the  States  which  have  ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 

proposed  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  16,  1867, 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  27th  of  July  last,  rela 
tive  to  the  practicabiUty  of  establishing  equal  reciprocal  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  North  American  Provinces  and  to  the 
actual  condition  of  the  question  of  the  fisheries,  I  transmit  a  report  on  the 
subject  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  papers  to  which  it  refers. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

*  Relatinv  to  the  reported  transfer  of  the  United  States  minister  from  Stockholm  to  Boffuta. 
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Washington,  February  20,  1867, 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  giving  information  of 
States  which  have  ratified  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress  in  addition  to  those  named  in  his  report 
which  was  communicated  in  my  message  of  the  i6th  instant,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  i86j. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  nth  instant, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompan3dng  documents.* 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  doctunents.t 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaUs: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  the  19th  instant, 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  documents.! 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21,  1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  answer  to  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  14th  instant,  a  report  §  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  date. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  21, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

For  the  reasons  stated  ||  in  the  accompanying  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  withdraw  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  New 

^Corretpondence  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  United  States  oonsnl  at  Cadiz,  Spain,  to  certify 
invoices  of  wines  shipped  from  that  port,  etc. 

fCorrespondence  with  foreign  ministers  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  policy  of  the  Presi- 
dent toward  the  States  lately  in  rebellion.  • 

I  Correspondence  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  United  States  minister  to  FortugaL 

{Stating  that  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  refusal  of  the  United  States  oonsnl  at  CadU, 
Spain,  to  certify  invoices  of  wines  shipped  from  that  port  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate. 

I  For  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  new  treaty. 
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ExKCUTivB  Mansion,  February  25, 1867. 

To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  i  ith  instant,  call- 
ing for  certain  information  relative  to  removals  and  appointments  in  his 
Department  since  the  adjournment  of  the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-ninth 

Congress,  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  26,  1S67. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  G.  V.  Fox,  esq.,  relative  to  the  presentation  by  the  latter 
to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressive  of  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  the  providential 
escape  of  that  sovereign  from  an  attempted  assassination. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  February  26, 1867. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  ratification,  a  general  conven- 
tion of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  and  for  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tive criminals  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dominican  Republic, 
signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties  at  the  dty  of  St.  Domingo 
on  the  8th  of  this  month.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  27,  1867. 
To  the  House  0/  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  commtmication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st 
instant,  calling  for  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Richard  M.  Bojmton 
and  Harriet  M.  Fisher  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1863,  together  with  the  indorsement  made  thereon  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  March  2, 1867. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Attorney-General,  additional  to  the 
one  submitted  by  him  December  13,  1866,  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  10,  1866,  requesting  **a  list 
of  names  of  all  persons  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion  against 
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the  objects  to  be  attained  by  placing  it  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  Congress  that  it  would  afford  to  propagandists  or  political  parties  a 
place  for  an  experimental  test  of  their  principles  and  theories.  While, 
indeed,  the  residents  of  the  seat  of  Government  are  not  citizens  of  any 
State  and  are  not,  therefore,  allowed  a  voice  in  the  electoral  college  or 
representation  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  they  are,  nevertheless, 
American  citizens,  entitled  as  such  to  every  guaranty  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  every  benefit  of  the  laws,  and  to  every  right  which  pertains  to 
citizens  of  our  common  cotmtry.  In  all  matters,  then,  affecting  their 
domestic  affairs,  the  spirit  of  our  democratic  form  of  government  de- 
mands that  their  wishes  should  be  consulted  and  respected  and  they 
taught  to  feel  that  although  not  permitted  practically  to  participate  in 
national  concerns,  they  are,  nevertheless,  under  a  paternal  government 
r^;ardful  of  their  rights,  mindful  of  their  wants,  and  soUcitous  for  their 
prosperity.  It  was  evidently  contemplated  that  all  local  questions  would 
be  left  to  their  decision,  at  least  to  an  extent  that  would  not  be  incom- 
patible with  the  object  for  which  Congress  was  granted  exclusive  legis- 
lation over  the  seat  of  Government.  When  the  Constitution  was  yet 
under  consideration,  it  was  assumed  by  Mr.  Madison  that  its  inhabitants 
would  be  allowed  ''a  municipal  legislature  for  local  purposes,  derived 
from  their  own  suffrages.*'  When  for  the  first  time  Congress,  in  the 
year  1800,  assembled  at  Washington,  President  Adams,  in  his  speech  at 
its  opening,  reminded  the  two  Houses  that  it  was  for  them  to  consider 
whether  the  local  powers  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  should  be  immediately 
exercised,  and  he  asked  them  to  ''consider  it  as  the  capital  of  a  great 
nation,  advancing  with  unexampled  rapidity  in  arts,  in  commerce,  in 
wealth,  and  in  population,  and  possessing  within  itself  those  resources 
which,  if  not  thrown  away  or  lamentably  misdirected,  would  secure  to  it 
a  long  course  of  prosperity  and  self-government."  Three  years  had  not 
elapsed  when  Congress  was  called  upon  to  determine  the  propriety  of 
retroceding  to  Maryland  and  Virginia  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
which  they  had  respectively  relinquished  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  urged  on  the  one  hand  that  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion was  not  necessary  or  useful  to  the  Government;  that  it  deprived  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  their  political  rights;  that  much  of  the  time 
of  Congress  was  consumed  in  legislation  pertaining  to  it;  that  its  gov- 
ernment was  expensive;  that  Congress  was  not  competent  to  legislate 
for  the  District,  because  the  members  were  strangers  to  its  local  con- 
cerns; and  that  it  was  an  example  of  a  government  without  representa- 
tion— an  experiment  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  States.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  held,  among  other  reasons,  and  successfully,  that  the 
Constitution,  the  acts  of  cession  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  accepting  the  grant  all  contemplated  the  exercise  of  exclu- 
sive legislation  by  Congress,  and  that  its  usefulness,  if  not  its  necessity, 
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who  have  become  familiar  with  their  habits  of  thought,  have  expressed  the 
conviction  that  they  are  not  yet  competent  to  serve  as  electors,  and  thus 
become  eligible  for  office  in  the  local  governments  under  which  they  live. 
Clothed  with  the  elective  franchise,  their  numbers,  already  largely  in  ex- 
cess of  the  demand  for  labor,  would  be  soon  increased  by  an  influx  from 
the  adjoining  States.  Drawn  from  fields  where  employment  is  abundant, 
they  would  in  vain  seek  it  here,  and  so  add  to  the  embarrassments  already 
experienced  from  the  large  class  of  idle  persons  congregated  in  the  Dis- 
trict. Hardly  yet  capable  of  forming  correct  judgments  upon  the  impor- 
tant questions  that  often  make  the  issues  of  a  political  contest,  they  could 
readily  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  designing  persons.  While 
in  Massachusetts,  under  the  census  of  i860,  the  proportion  of  white  to 
colored  males  over  20  years  of  age  was  130  to  i,  here  the  black  race  con- 
stitutes nearly  one- third  of  the  entire  population,  whilst  the  same  class 
surrounds  the  District  on  all  sides,  ready  to  change  their  residence  at  a 
moment's  notice,  and  with  all  the  facility  of  a  nomadic  people,  in  order  to 
enjoy  here,  after  a  short  residence,  a  privilege  they  find  nowhere  else. 
It  is  within  their  power  in  one  year  to  come  into  the  District  in  such 
numbers  as  to  have  the  supreme  control  of  the  white  race,  and  to  gov- 
ern them  by  their  own  officers  and  by  the  exercise  of  all  the  municipal 
authority — among  the  rest,  of  the  power  of  taxation  over  property  in 
which  they  have  no  interest.  In  Massachusetts,  where  they  have  enjoyed 
the  benefits  of  a  thorough  educational  system,  a  qualification  of  intelli- 
gence is  required,  while  here  suffrage  is  extended  to  all  without  discrim- 
ination— as  well  to  the  most  incapable  who  can  prove  a  residence  in  the 
District  of  one  year  as  to  those  persons  of  color  who,  comparatively  few 
in  number,  are  permanent  inhabitants,  and,  having  given  evidence  of 
merit  and  quahfication,  are  recognized  as  useful  and  responsible  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  Imposed  upon  an  unwilling  people  placed  by 
the  Constitution  under  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress,  it  would 
be  viewed  as  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power  and  as  an  indication  by  the 
country  of  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  compel  the  acceptance  of  negro 
suffrage  by  the  States.  It  would  engender  a  feeling  of  opposition  and 
hatred  between  the  two  races,  which,  becoming  deep  rooted  and  ineradi- 
cable, would  prevent  them  from  living  together  in  a  state  of  mutual 
friendliness.  Carefully  avoiding  every  measure  that  might  tend  to  pro- 
duce such  a  result,  and  following  the  clear  and  well-ascertained  popular 
will,  we  should  assiduously  endeavor  to  promote  kindly  relations  between 
them,  and  thus,  when  that  popular  will  leads  the  way,  prepare  for  the 
gradual  and  harmonious,  introduction  of  this  new  element  into  the  polit- 
ical power  of  the  country. 

It  can  not  be  urged  that  the  proposed  extension  of  suffrage  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  is  necessary  to  enable  persons  of  color  to  protect  either 
their  interests  or  their  rights.     They  stand  here  precisely  as  they  stand 

in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Indiana.     Here  as  elsewhere,  in  all  that 
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gress  of  the  United  States;  this,  in  the  language  of  the  author  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  would  be  "precisely  the  definition  of  des- 
potic government."  , 

I  have  preferred  to  reproduce  these  teachings  of  the  great  statesmen 
and  constitutional  lawyers  of  the  early  and  later  days  of  the  Republic 
rather  than  to  rely  simply  upon  an  expression  of  my  own  opinions.  We 
can  not  too  often  recur  to  them,  especially  at  a  conjuncture  like  the 
present.  Their  application  to  our  actual  condition  is  so  apparent  that 
they  now  come  to  us  a  living  voice,  to  be  listened  to  with  more  attention 
than  at  any  previous  period  of  our  history.  We  have  been  and  are  yet 
in  the  midst  of  popular  commotion.  The  passions  aroused  by  a  great 
dvil  war  are  still  dominant.  It  is  not  a  time  favorable  to  that  calm  and 
deliberate  judgment  which  is  the  only  safe  guide  when  radical  changes 
in  our  institutions  are  to  be  made.  The  measure  now  before  me  is  one 
of  those  changes.  It  initiates  an  untried  experiment  for  a  people  who 
have  said,  with  one  voice,  that  it  is  not  for  their  good.  This  alone  should 
make  us  pause,  but  it  is  not  all.  The  experiment  has  not  been  tried,  or 
so  much  as  demanded,  by  the  people  of  the  several  States  for  themselves. 
In  but  few  of  the  States  has  such  an  innovation  been  allowed  as  giving 
the  ballot  to  the  colored  population  without  any  other  qualification  than 
a  residence  of  one  year,  and  in  most  of  them  the  denial  of  the  ballot  to 
this  race  is  absolute  and  by  fundamental  law  placed  beyond  the  domain 
of  ordinary  legislation.  In  most  of  those  States  the  evil  of  such  suffrage 
would  be  partial,  but,  small  as  it  would  be,  it  is  guarded  by  constitutional 
barriers.  Here  the  innovation  assumes  formidable  proportions,  which 
may  easily  grow  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  the  white  population  a 
subordinate  element  in  the  body  politic. 

After  full  deliberation  upon  this  measure,  I  can  not  bring  myself  to 
approve  it,  even  upon  local  considerations,  nor  yet  as  the  beginning  of  an 
experiment  on  a  larger  scale.  I  yield  to  no  one  in  attachment  to  that 
rule  of  general  suffrage  which  distinguishes  our  policy  as  a  nation.  But 
there  is  a  limit,  wisely  observed  hitherto,  which  makes  the  ballot  a  privi- 
lege and  a  trust,  and  which  requires  of  some  classes  a  time  suitable  for 
probation  and  preparation.  To  give  it  indiscriminately  to  a  new  class, 
wholly  unprepared  by  previous  habits  and  opportunities  to  perform  the 
trust  which  it  demands,  is  to  degrade  it,  and  finally  to  destroy  its  power, 
for  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  no  political  truth  is  better  established 
than  that  such  indiscriminate  and  all-embracing  extension  of  popular 

suffrage  must  end  at  last  in  its  destruction. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington, /awwarK  28,  1867. 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States: 

I  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  House  it  originated,  a  bill  entitled 
'An  act  to  admit  the  State  of  Colorado  into  the  Union,"  to  which  I  can 
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Federal  Consdtution,  with  the  date  of  admission,  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, and  the  representative  population  when  admitted,  deduced  from  the 
United  States  census  tables,  the  calculation  being  made  for  the  period  of 
the  decade  corresponding  with  the  date  of  admission. 

Colorado,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  admit  as  a  State,  contains,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  a  population  less  than  28,000,  while  the  present  ratio 
of  representation  is  127,000. 

There  can  be  no  reason  that  I  can  perceive  for  the  admission  of  Colo- 
rado that  would  not  apply  with  equal  force  to  nearly  every  other  Terri- 
tory now  organized;  and  I  submit  whether,  if  this  bill  become  a  law,  it 
will  be  possible  to  resist  the  logical  conclusion  that  such  Territories  as 
Dakota,  Montana,  and  Idaho  must  be  received  as  States  whenever  they 
present  themselves,  without  regard  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  they  may 
respectively  contain.  Eight  or  ten  new  Senators  and  four  or  five  new 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  would  thus  be  admitted  to  rep- 
resent a  population  scarcely  exceeding  that  which  in  any  other  portion 
of  the  nation  is  entitled  to  but  a  single  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, while  the  average  for  two  Senators  in  the  Union,  as  now  con- 
stituted, is  at  least  1,000,000  people.  It  would  surely  be  unjust  to  all 
other  sections  of  the  Union  to  enter  upon  a  policy  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  which  might  result  in  conferring  such  a  dispropor- 
tionate share  of  influence  in  the  National  Legislature  upon  communities 
which,  in  pursuance  of  the  wise  policy  of  our  fathers,  should  for  some 
years  to  come  be  retained  under  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  the 
National  Government.  If  it  is  deemed  just  and  expedient  now  to  depart 
from  the  settled  policy  of  the  nation  during  all  its  history,  and  to  admit  all 
the  Territories  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  States,  irrespective  of  their 
population  or  fitness  for  such  government,  it  is  submitted  whether  it  would 
not  be  well  to  devise  such  measures  as  will  bring  the  subject  before  the 
country  for  consideration  and  decision.  This  would  seem  to  be  emi- 
nently wise,  because,  as  has  already  been  stated,  if  it  is  right  to  admit 
Colorado  now  there  is  no  reason  for  the  exclusion  of  the  other  Territories. 

It  is  no  answer  to  these  suggestions  that  an  enabling  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  people  of  Colorado  to  take  action  on  this  subject.  It  is 
well  known  that  that  act  was  passed  in  consequence  of  representations 
that  the  population  reached,  according  to  some  statements,  as  high  as 
80,000,  and  to  none  less  than  50,000,  and  was  growing  with  a  rapidity 
which  by  the  time  the  admission  could  be  consummated  would  secure 
a  population  of  over  100,000.  These  representations  proved  to  have 
been  wholly  fallacious,  and  in  addition  the  people  of  the  Territory  by  a 
deliberate  vote  decided  that  they  would  not  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
a  State  government.  By  that  decision  they  utterly  exhausted  all  power 
that  was  conferred  by  the  enabling  act,  and  there  has  been  no  step  taken 
since  in  relation  to  the  admission  that  has  had  the  slightest  sanction  or 
warrant  of  law. 
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reached  by  persons  traveling  on  foot,  while  with  othei-  regions  of  the 
Territory,  occupied  by  a  large  portion  of  the  population,  there  is  very 
little  more  freedom  of  access.  Thus,  if  this  bill  should  become  a  law, 
it  would  be  impracticable  to  obtain  any  expression  of  public  sentunent 
in  reference  to  its  provisions,  with  a  view  to  enlighten  the  legislature,  if 
the  old  body  were  called  together,  and,  of  course,  equally  impracticable 
to  procure  the  election  of  a  new  body.  This  defect  might  have  been 
remedied  by  an  extension  of  the  time  and  a  submission  of  the  question 
to  the  people,  with  a  fair  opporttmity  to  enable  them  to  express  their 
sentiments. 

The  admission  of  a  new  State  has  generally  been  regarded  as  an 
epoch  in  our  history  marking  the  onward  progress  of  the  nation;  but 
after  the  most  careful  and  anxious  inquiry  on  the  subject  I  can  not  per- 
ceive that  the  proposed  proceeding  is  in  conformity  with  the  policy 
which  from  the  origin  of  the  Government  has  uniformly  prevailed  in 
the  admission  of  new  States.  I  therefore  return  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
without  my  signature.  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 


states. 


Vermont 

Kentncky 

Tennessee 

OWo 

T/wlsisns 

TiM^min , 

Mississippi 

niinois 

Alabama 

Maine 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

Florida ^ 

Texas 

Iowa 

^^sconsin 

California 

Oregon 

Minnesota 

Kansas 

West  Virginia 

Nevada 

*In  x8isa 


Admitted. 


1791 

1796 
x8oa 
x8ia 
18x6 
x8x7 
18x8 
18x9 
x8ao 

X82X 

x836 
1837 
X845 
X845 
X846 
X848 
x8so 
XQ58 

1559 
x86x 

x86a 

1864 


Ratio. 


33,000 
33,000 
33.000 
33*  000 
35.000 

35,oa> 
35.000 
35,000 
35,000 
35,000 
35.000 
47.700 
47,700 
70,680 
70,680 
70,680 
70^680 
70,680 

93.49* 
93,49a 
93,49a 
93.49a 

137,000 


Population. 


9a,3ao 

95.633 

73.864 

82,443 
75.aia 

98,xio 

53.677 

46,274 

I",  150 

298,335 
69.260 

65,175 
158,073 

57.951 

•189. 3*7 

13a,  5a7 

550.497 

9a.  597 

44,630 

133,909 
xo7,2o6 

349.628 

Not  known. 


Washington,  January  2p,  i86j. 
To  ike  Senate  of  ike  United  States: 

I  return  for  reconsideration  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union/'  which  originated  in  the  Senate 
and  has  received  the  assent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.    A  bill  having 
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with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever,"  while  by  the  other 
Congress  demands  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  admission  require- 
ments  which  in  our  history  have  never  been  asked  of  any  people  when 
presenting  a  constitution  and  State  government  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
lawmaking  power.  It  is  expressly  declared  by  the  third  section  that 
the  bill  ''shall  not  take  effect  except  upon  the  fundamental  condition 
that  within  the  State  of  Nebraska  there  shall  be  no  denial  of  the  elective 
franchise,  or  of  any  other  right,  to  any  person  by  reason  of  race  or  color, 
excepting  Indians  not  taxed."  Neither  more  nor  less  than  the  assertion 
of  the  right  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  elective  franchise  of  any  State 
hereafter  to  be  admitted,  this  condition  is  in  clear  violation  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  under  the  provisions  of  which,  from  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  Government,  each  State  has  been  left  free  to  determine  for 
itself  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  exercise  of  suffrage  within  its 
limits.  Without  precedent  in  our  legislation,  it  is  in  marked  contrast 
with  those  limitations  which,  imposed  upon  States  that  from  time  to  time 
have  become  members  of  the  Union,  had  for  their  object  the  single  pur- 
pose of  preventing  any  infringement  of  the  Constitution  of  the  country. 
If  Congress  is  satisfied  that  Nebraska  at  the  present  time  possesses 
sufficient  population  to  entitle  her  to  full  representation  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation,  and  that  her  people  desire  an  exchange  of  a  Territorial  for 
a  State  government,  good  faith  would  seem  to  demand  that  she  should 
be  admitted  without  further  requirements  than  those  expressed  in  the 
enabling  act,  with  all  of  which,  it  is  asserted  in  the  preamble,  her  inhabit- 
ants have  complied.  Congress  may,  under  the  Constitution,  admit  new 
States  or  reject  them,  but  the  people  of  a  State  can  alone  make  or  change 
their  organic  law  and  prescribe  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors. 
Congress,  however,  in  passing  the  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  has  been 
submitted  for  my  approval,  does  not  merely  reject  the  application  of  the 
people  of  Nebraska  for  present  admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  on 
the  ground  that  the  constitution  which  they  have  submitted  restricts  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  to  the  white  population,  but  imposes 
conditions  which,  if  accepted  by  the  legislattu'e,  may,  without  the  consent 
of  the  people,  so  change  the  organic  law  as  to  make  electors  of  all  per- 
sons within  the  State  without  distinction  of  race  or  color.  In  view  of  this 
fact,  I  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  it  would  not  be 
just,  expedient,  and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  Government 
to  allow  the  people,  by  popular  vote  or  through  a  convention  chosen  by 
themselves  for  that  purpose,  to  declare  whether  or  not  they  will  accept 
the  terms  upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  admit  them  into  the  Union. 
This  course  would  not  occasion  much  greater  delay  than  that  which  the 
bill  contemplates  when  it  requires  that  the  legislature  shall  be  convened 
within  thirty  days  after  this  measure  shall  have  become  a  law  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  deciding  the  conditions  which  it  imposes,  and 
gains  additional  force  when  we  consider  that  the  proceedings  attending 
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I  think  it  may  be  disputed  whether  we  have  a  right  to  associate  them  in  removing 
persons  from  office,  the  one  power  being  as  much  of  an  executive  nature  as  the  other; 
and  the  first  one  is  authorized  by  being  excepted  out  of  the  general  rule  established 
by  the  Constitution  in  these  words:  '*The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  the 
President" 

The  question,  thus  ably  and  exhaustively  argued,  was  decided  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of  34  to  20,  in  favor  of  the  principle 
that  the  executive  power  of  removal  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
Executive,  and  in  the  Senate  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President. 

The  question  has  often  been  raised  in  subsequent  times  of  high  excite- 
ment, and  the  practice  of  the  Government  has,  nevertheless,  conformed 
in  all  cases  to  the  decision  thus  early  made. 

The  question  was  revived  during  the  Administration  of  President  Jack- 
son, who  made,  as  is  well  recollected,  a  very  large  number  of  removals, 
which  were  made  an  occasion  of  close  and  rigorous  scrutiny  and :  \nnon- 
strance.  The  subject  was  long  and  earnestly  debated  in  the  Senate, 
and  the  early  construction  of  the  Constitution  was,  nevertheless,  freely 
accepted  as  binding  and  conclusive  upon  Congress. 

The  question  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
January,  1839,  ex  parte  Hennen.  It  was  declared  by  the  court  on  that 
occasion  that  the  power  of  removal  from  office  was  a  subject  much  dis- 
puted, and  upon  which  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  was  entertained  in 
the  early  history  of  the  Government.  This  related,  however,  to  the 
power  of  the  President  to  remove  officers  appointed  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  g^eat  question  was  whether  the  removal  was  to 
be  by  the  President  alone  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  both 
constituting  the  appointing  power.  No  one  denied  the  power  of  the 
President  and  Senate  jointly  to  remove  where  the  tenure  of  the  office  was 
not  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  which  was  a  full  recognition  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  power  of  removal  was  incident  to  the  power  of  appointment; 
but  it  was  very  early  adopted  as  a  practical  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  this  power  was  vested  in  the  President  alone,  and  such 
would  appear  to  have  been  the  legislative  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, for  in  the  organization  of  the  three  great  Departments  of  State, 
War,  and  Treasury,  in  the  year  1789,  provision  was  made  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  subordinate  officer  by  the  head  of  the  Department,  who  should 
have  charge  of  the  records,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office 
when  the  head  of  the  Department  should  be  removed  from  office  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  When  the  Navy  Department  was  estab- 
lished, in  the  year  1798,  provision  was  made  for  the  charge  and  custody 
of  the  books,  records,  and  documents  of  the  Department  in  case  of  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Secretary  by  removal  or  otherwise.  It  is  not  here  said 
"by  removal  of  the  President,"  as  is  done  with  respect  to  the  heads  of 
the  other  Departments,  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  holds  his  office 
with  the  same  tenure  as  the  other  Secretaries  and  is  removable  by  the 
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to  give  the  reason  upon  which  the  measure  is  based  and  the  ground 
upon  which  it  is  justified.  It  declares  that  there  exists  in  those  States 
no  legal  governments  and  no  adequate  protection  for  life  or  property, 
and  asserts  the  necessity  of  enforcing  peace  and  good  order  within  their 
limits.     Is  this  true  as  matter  of  fact? 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  States  in  question  have  each  of  them  an  actual 
government,  with  all  the  powers — executive,  judicial,  and  legislative — 
which  properly  belong  to  a  free  state.  They  are  organized  like  the  other 
States  of  the  Union,  and,  like  them,  they  make,  administer,  and  execute 
the  laws  which  concern  their  domestic  affairs.  An  existing  (U  facto  gov- 
ernment, exercising  such  functions  as  these,  is  itself  the  law  of  the  state 
upon  all  matters  within  its  jurisdiction.  To  pronounce  the  supreme  law- 
making power  of  an  established  state  illegal  is  to  say  that  law  itself  is 
unlawful. 

The  provisions  which  these  governments  have  made  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  order,  the  suppression  of  crime,  and  the  redress  of  private  injuries 
are  in  substance  and  principle  the  same  as  those  which  prevail  in  the 
Northern  States  and  in  other  civilized  countries.  They  certainly  have 
not  succeeded  in  preventing  the  commission  of  all  crime,  nor  has  this 
been  accomplished  anywhere  in  the  world.  There,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
offenders  sometimes  escape  for  want  of  vigorous  prosecution,  and  occa- 
sionally, perhaps,  by  the  inefficiency  of  courts  or  the  prejudice  of  jurors. 
It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  these  evils  have  been  much  increased  and 
aggravated.  North  and  South,  by  the  demoralizing  influences  of  civil 
war  and  by  the  rancorous  passions  which  the  contest  has  engendered. 
But  that  these  people  are  maintaining  local  governments  for  themselves 
which  habitually  defeat  the  object  of  all  government  and  render  their 
own  Uves  and  property  insecure  is  in  itself  utterly  improbable,  and  the 
averment  of  the  bill  to  that  effect  is  not  supported  by  any  evidence  which 
has  come  to  my  knowledge.  All  the  information  I  have  on  the  subject 
convinces  me  that  the  masses  of  the  Southern  people  and  those  who  con- 
trol their  pubUc  acts,  while  they  entertain  diverse  opinions  on  questions 
of  Federal  policy,  are  completely  united  in  the  effort  to  reorganize  their 
society  on  the  basis  of  peace  and  to  restore  their  mutual  prosperity  as 
rapidly  and  as  completely  as  their  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  bill,  however,  would  seem  to  show  upon  its  face  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace  and  good  order  is  not  its  real  object.  The  fifth  section 
declares  that  the  preceding  sections  shall  cease  to  operate  in  any  State 
where  certain  events  shall  have  happened.  These  events  are,  first,  the 
selection  of  delegates  to  a  State  convention  by  an  election  at  which 
negroes  shall  be  allowed  to  vote;  second,  the  formation  of  a  State  con- 
stitution by  the  convention  so  chosen;  third,  the  insertion  into  the 
State  constitution  of  a  provision  which  will  secure  the  right  of  voting 
at  all  elections  to  negroes  and  to  such  white  men  as  may  not  be  disfran- 
chised for  rebeUion  or  felony;  fourth,  the  submission  of  the  constitution 
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he  punishes  them  if  they  resist  his  authority,  and  if  they  submit  to  it  he 
hates  them  for  their  servility. 

I  come  now  to  a  question  which  is,  if  possible,  still  more  important. 
Have  we  the  power  to  establish  and  carry  into  execution  a  measure  like 
this?  I  answer,  Certainly  not,  if  we  derive  our  authority  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  if  we  are  bound  by  the  limitations  which  it  imposes. 

This  proposition  is  perfectly  clear,  that  no  branch  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment— executive,  legislative,  or  judicial — can  have  any  just  powers 
except  those  which  it  derives  through  and  exercises  under  the  organic 
law  of  the  Union.  Outside  of  the  Constitution  we  have  no  legal  author- 
ity more  than  private  citizens,  and  within  it  we  have  only  so  much  as 
that  instrument  gives  us.  This  broad  principle  limits  all  our  functions 
and  applies  to  all  subjects.  It  protects  not  only  the  citizens  of  States 
which  are  within  the  Union,  but  it  shields  every  human  being  who  comes 
or  is  brought  under  our  jurisdiction.  We  have  no  right  to  do  in  one 
place  more  than  in  another  that  which  the  Constitution  says  we  shall  not 
do  at  all.  If,  therefore,  the  Southern  States  were  in  truth  out  of  the 
Union,  we  could  not  treat  their  people  in  a  way  which  the  ftmdamental 
law  forbids. 

Some  persons  assume  that  the  success  of  our  arms  in  crushing  the 
opposition  which  was  made  in  some  of  the  States  to  the  execution  of 
the  Federal  laws  reduced  those  States  and  all  their  people — ^the  innocent 
as  well  as  the  guilty — ^to  the  condition  of  vassalage  and  gave  us  a  power 
over  them  which  the  Constitution  does  not  bestow  or  define  or  limit. 
No  fallacy  can  be  more  transparent  than  this.  Our  victories  subjected 
the  insurgents  to  legal  obedience,  not  to  the  yoke  of  an  arbitrary  des- 
potism. When  an  absolute  sovereign  reduces  his  rebellious  subjects, 
he  may  deal  with  them  according  to  his  pleasure,  because  he  had  that 
power  before.  But  when  a  limited  monarch  puts  down  an  insurrection, 
he  must  still  govern  according  to  law.  If  an  insurrection  should  take 
place  in  one  of  our  States  against  the  authority  of  the  State  government 
and  end  in  the  overthrow  of  those  who  planned  it,  would  that  take  away 
the  rights  of  all  the  people  of  the  counties  where  it  was  favored  by  a 
part  or  a  majority  of  the  population?  Could  they  for  such  a  reason  be 
wholly  outlawed  and  deprived  of  their  representation  in  the  legislature? 
I  have  always  contended  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was 
sovereign  within  its  constitutional  sphere;  that  it  executed  its  laws,  like 
the  States  themselves,  by  applying  its  coercive  power  directly  to  indi- 
viduals, and  that  it  could  put  down  insurrection  with  the  same  effect  as 
a  State  and  no  other.  The  opposite  doctrine  is  the  worst  heresy  of  those 
who  advocated  secession,  and  can  not  be  agreed  to  without  admitting 
that  heresy  to  be  right. 

Invasion,  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  domestic  violence  were  antici- 
pated when  the  Government  was  framed,  and  the  means  of  repelling  and 
suppressing  them  were  wisely  provided  for  in  the  Constitution;  but  it 
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The  Parliament  of  England,  exercising  the  omnipotent  power  which 
it  claimed,  was  accustomed  to  pass  bills  of  attainder;  that  is  to  say,  it 
would  convict  men  of  treason  and  other  crimes  by  legislative  enactment. 
The  person  accused  had  a  hearing,  sotnetimes  a  patient  and  fair  one,  but 
generally  party  prejudice  prevailed  instead  of  justice.  It  often  became 
necessary  for  Parliament  to  acknowledge  its  error  and  reverse  its  own 
action.  The  fathers  of  our  country  determined  that  no  such  thing  should 
occur  here.  They  withheld  the  power  from  Congress,  and  thus  forbade 
its  exercise  by  that  body,  and  they  provided  in  the  Constitution  that  no 
State  should  pass  any  bill  of  attainder.  It  is  therefore  impossible  for 
any  person  in  this  country  to  be  constitutionally  convicted  or  punished  for 
any  crime  by  a  legislative  proceeding  of  any  sort.  Nevertheless,  here  is 
a  bill  of  attainder  against  9,000,000  people  at  once.  It  is  based  upon  an 
accusation  so  vague  as  to  be  scarcely  intelligible  and  found  to  be  true 
upon  no  credible  evidence.  Not  one  of  the  9,000,000  was  heard  in  his 
own  defense.  The  representatives  of  the  doomed  parties  were  excluded 
from  all  participation  in  the  trial.  The  conviction  is  to  be  followed  by 
the  most  ignominious  punishment  ever  inflicted  on  large  masses  of  men. 
It  disfranchises  them  by  hundreds  of  thousands  and  degrades  them  all, 
even  those  who  are  admitted  to  be  guiltless,  from  the  rank  of  freemen  to 
the  condition  of  slaves. 

The  purpose  and  object  of  the  bill — the  general  intent  which  pervades 
it  from  beginning  to  end — is  to  change  the  entire  structure  and  character 
of  the  State  governments  and  to  compel  them  by  force  to  the  adoption  of 
organic  laws  and  regulations  which  they  are  unwilling  to  accept  if  left 
to  themselves.  The  negroes  have  not  asked  for  the  privilege  of  voting; 
the  vast  majority  of  them  have  no  idea  what  it  means.  This  bill  not  only 
cfirusts  it  into  their  hands,  but  compels  them,  as  well  as  the  whites,  to  use 
it  in  a  particular  way.  If  they  do  not  form  a  constitution  with  prescribed 
articles  in  it  and  afterwards  elect  a  legislature  which  will  act  upon  certain 
measures  in  a  prescribed  way,  neither  blacks  nor  whites  can  be  relieved 
from  the  slavery  which  the  bill  imposes  upon  them.  Without  paus- 
ing here  to  consider  the  policy  or  impolicy  of  Africanizing  the  southern 
part  of  our  territory,  I  would  simply  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
that  manifest,  well-known,  and  universally  acknowledged  rule  of  consti- 
tutional law  which  declares  that  the  Federal  Government  has  no  juris- 
diction, authority,  or  power  to  regulate  such  subjects  for  any  State.  To 
force  the  right  of  suffrage  out  of  the  hands  of  the  white  people  and  into 
the  hands  of  the  negroes  is  an  arbitrary  violation  of  this  principle. 

This  bill  imposes  martial  law  at  once,  and  its  operations  will  begin  so 
soon  as  the  general  and  his  troops  can  be  put  in  place.  The  dread  alterna- 
tive between  its  harsh  rule  and  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  measure 
isnot  suspended,  nor  are  the  people  afforded  any  time  for  free  deliberation. 
The  bill  says  to  them,  take  martial  law  first,  then  deliberate.  And  when 
they  have  done  all  that  this  measure  requires  them  to  do  other  conditions 


